
This article was written the week of March 18, 2019 

Thanks to voter approval of Tri-City United’s two 
school funding requests, we are moving right along 

with the construction phase of the building projects 
and will be starting renovation phases for the final two 
projects of the bond.  

TCU High School 
The building project at TCU High School has moved 
above ground with concrete masonry and precast 
walls set these past months.  We are preparing for roof 
decking to be added this spring.  The catwalk system in 
the auditorium is being built along with the scene shop, 
stage area, pit, and dressing room/locker room areas.  
The Ag/Tech Shop and Auditorium both required large 
concrete precast walls for the external structure and 
it was amazing to see the equipment and processes 
used to set these walls.  The anticipated completion 
timeline for the Classrooms and Ag/Tech Shop is mid-
August and end of November for the Auditorium.  
TCU High School Auditorium pictured on top left.  

TCU Montgomery
The bond referendum included a complete renovation 
in the east area of TCU Montgomery for Early Learning 
programming to expand classes as well as open another 
classroom area for K-8 learning.  The expansion of TCU 
Lonsdale also opens classrooms at TCU Montgomery 
with students remaining at TCU Lonsdale for grades 5 
and 6 next year.  A secured entry and office area will be 
built for this Early Learning programming and that will 
begin April 1, 2019.  The remainder of the renovation 
will create 4 early learning classrooms along with a 
large motor movement area, sibling care area and 
parent/conference room meeting area. The anticipated 
completion timeline for this project is mid-August 2019.
TCU Montgomery Renovation pictured on top right.
See page 7 to view the layout plan for this space.

TCU Lonsdale
Construction at TCU Lonsdale has really progressed 
this winter.  The external structure of the 8 additional 
classrooms is completed with concrete masonry 
and enclosed roof.  Internally, the block work of the 
classroom walls are completed and we are preparing 
for sheetrock, paint, and finishes.  The external face 
brick will be added during the month of April.  It has 
been exciting to see these learning environments 
taking shape.  Our TCU Lonsdale 5th grade students 
remained with their home community school this year 
and will continue as 6th graders next year in 2019-2020.  
The anticipated completion timeline for this project is 
the end of June, 2019. 
TCU Lonsdale classroom addition pictured below.

TCU Le Center
The bond referendum included a renovation for a 
secured entry at TCU Le Center as well as addressing 
the air ventilation system in our grades 5 - 8 area.  
As you may recall, the referendum also provided for 
a roof replacement over in the large east gym area, 
which was completed in the summer of 2018 along 
with a long term facilities bond for a roof replacement 
over the commons area.  The secured entry will bring 
about a complete office renovation in order to insure 
that visitors to the school need to enter and check in 
through the office area before being able to enter into 
the student learning areas.  The HVAC replacement is 
a huge project; one that will impact 17 classrooms and 
the students’ learning environment throughout the entire 
school year with air flow, ventilation, and consistency in 
temperatures. The anticipated completion timeline for 
this project is mid-August 2019.
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A message from superintendent dr. Teri Preisler

Stay up-to-date on Tri-City United Construction Projects

June 10 - July 25
Summer Recreation Programs

New to our area?  
Here’s how to enroll your child at 
Tri-City United School District

Families new to our Tri-City United 
School District and area can easily 
enroll your child (children) at:

TCU District Office
101 2nd Street NE Montgomery, MN

or at any of our schools

We have enrollment packets 
available with general registration 
information, educational benefits 
applications, and bus registration.
Please bring:
• Pupil immunization records
• Name, address, and phone 

number of previous school
• Proof of age and name 

of student such as on a 
birth certificate or passport 
(Kindergarten only).

We hope to make the enrollment 
process as smooth as possible. If 
you have any questions, please call 
Brenda Rosier at 507.364.8100.  

 www.tcu2905.us

Enroll now

TCU High School Classroom additions & Auditorium/Fine Arts Center

 Grades K - 6 
Summer recreation and arts at the park programs are offered at 
TCU Le Center, TCU Montgomery and TCU Lonsdale. KidZone 
childcare is offered in the afternoon. Don’t forget about the free 
summer meals offered at TCU Montgomery and TCU Le Center!
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Dear TCU Families and Members of our Communities and 
Surrounding Area, 

As I look back at our last Titan Times newsletter this past November/
December, it is amazing to consider all that has been happening 
within TCU and as we well know, with the weather. Who would 
have thought we would experience and navigate through -55 plus 
temps with wind chills, double digit snowfall situations, and snow 
drifts that have taken full days to clear?
There are so many people who have helped in these difficult and 
unusual situations.  Thank you to:
• State, County, and Township plow drivers and road maintenance 

workers for your diligent work in clearing roads as quickly as 
possible.

• Transportation Manager, Pat Toth, and our Bus Drivers serving 
TCU, for your early hours in checking roads and great care in 
transporting our students.

• Parents/Guardians for your patience and understanding in 
school closing decisions and supporting your children in the 
blended learning processes.

• TCU Staff and Faculty for keeping learning at the forefront 
at all times.  As we began to implement blended learning 
days, there was a tremendous amount of planning, thought, 
and collaboration to provide for differing types of learning 
opportunities.  

• Our Kidzone and Food Service Staff for their responsiveness 
and flexibility to provide childcare and meals on school closure 
days, which was coordinated in a very short time.

• Our Facilities Teams in keeping our internal and external 
school areas safe and accessible; including snow removal and 
keeping our buildings warm in some extreme temperatures. 

Please take some time to check out the many incredible activities, 
learning, and recognitions that have occurred throughout TCU 
since our last newsletter.  Look for articles on our National Project 
Lead the Way School Distinction Awards to TCU Le Center, TCU 
Lonsdale, and TCU Montgomery; TCU Junior Brandon Balma’s 
State ExCEL Award (3rd awardee from TCU since 2013); MN River 
Valley Bulldog Hockey’s 1st  State Hockey trip; and examples of 
the deep learning happening at all levels of Tri-City United.  
We hope that you find this newsletter and the electronic updates 
helpful in learning more about the great things happening at  
Tri-City United as we live our vision to be the “Leading choice in 
the area providing a safe, equitable, and respectful learning 
environment with personally relevant instruction and rigorous 
academic standards.”

With highest regard,

Teri M. Preisler, Ed.D. 
Tri-City United Superintendent

A message from superintendent dr. Teri Preisler

Exciting time to be a titan

5/3   TCU Le Center Grandparents Day 1:00 pm Auditorium
5/7   TCU Montgomery K-4 Grandparents Day 1:00 pm Auditorium
5/9   TCU  Montgomery MS Band Concert 6:30/7:30 pm Auditorium
5/10 TCU Lonsdale Grandparents Day 2:00 pm Gym
5/14 TCU Le Center MS Band Concert 6:30 pm Auditorium
5/16 TCU Le Center MS Choir Concert 7:00 pm Auditorium
5/16 TCU Montgomery MS Choir Concert 6:30/7:30 pm Auditorium
5/17 TCU High School Pops Concert 6:00 pm Gym
5/24 TCU High School Graduation 7:00 pm Gym

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S
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5/7   Teacher Appreciation Day
5/8   Two Hour Early Release
5/9   EL Parent Meeting
5/14 Senior Honors Night
5/21 Last Day of School
5/22 Teacher Work Day
5/24 Graduation
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The Tri-City United High School 
Class of 2019 will graduate on 
Friday evening, May 24th at 
7:00 pm in the TCU HS gym.  
Continuing what has happened 
in previous Tri-City United High 
School graduation ceremonies, 
pending 2019 graduates will 
receive a set of 8 graduation 
ceremony tickets to disperse as 
she/he would like.  All friends, 
family, & community members are 
welcome to attend our graduation 

ceremony, but those with tickets 
will be able to enter the gym prior 
to those without tickets.  Twenty 
minutes prior to the 7:00 pm start 
of the ceremony, the doors to the 
gym are opened for all to enter and 
find a place to sit.  Keep in mind 
that there will be a continuous free 
shuttle service between the TCU 
Montgomery PreK-8 School and 
TCU HS prior to the ceremony 
and the shuttle will run until the 
last rider is back to his/her vehicle 

after the ceremony.  This shuttle 
service is provided at no cost to 
the District by Palmer Bus Service 
and is a wonderful way to take 
the stress out of trying to park at 
the high school as shuttle drop 
off and pick up is at the curb in 
the front of TCU HS.  We hope to 
see one and all at the graduation 
ceremony to send off the Tri-City 
United High School Titans Class 
of 2019 to the next stage of their 
lives.

TCU High School Principal Alan Fitterer

Class of 2019 graduation
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New position

W o r k  &  I n v o lv e m e n t:
• 7 years experience in 

career development 
at Gustavus Adolphus 
College

• Career Development at 
the University of Texas-
San Antonio, Mesabi 
Range College, and 
Century College

• Personal counseling, 
academic advising, and 
career counseling

The workforce development 
coordinator is a shared 
position between Tri-
City United, Le Sueur-
Henderson, and St. Peter. 
Odland will serve to provide 
opportunities for our 
Titans to explore careers 
and gain career-related 
experiences that help them 
make informed decisions 
related to their career goals. 
Students will be introduced 
to organizations and the 
opportunities available to 
them to continue to live and 
work in the region or beyond 
after they graduate. Odland 
works to build relationships 
and enhance partnerships 
between local business and 
industry, communities, and 
schools.

How You Can Be Involved:
• Classroom Presentations
• Classroom Projects
• Career Events
• Facility Tours and Visits
• Job Shadow
• Internship
• Learning Donation
• Youth Apprenticeship

For more information contact 
Corrie Odland at
codland@mnscsc.org
507.388.3675

Corrie odland
workforce development 
coordinator

What makes teaching middle school 
unique?
“This age group has a lot going 
on physical ly, emotional ly, and 
academical ly with the transit ion from 
elementary toward the high school. 
Our goal is to try and help them 
f ind balance with al l  this change 
and to develop the ski l ls needed to 
handle the day to day things they wil l 
encounter in the high school. I t  real ly 
is a unique few years, some days our 
feel ings overwhelm us, but they alway 
are searching for knowledge and to 
know how something works or why 
something happens.”

What do you enjoy most about 
teaching middle school?
“The kids are what makes teaching 
middle school so much fun. Watching 
them try new things and the 
excitement that bui lds as they f ind 
things that f i ts their personal interest. 
I  would also say that they have the 
natural thirst for knowledge as well . 
They are start ing to understand the 
world and how it  operates, so they 
want to know the “how’s” and “why’s” 
to al l  kinds of questions. They wil l 
have the most random things just pop 
into their heads as you discuss things 
and want to know the answer. They 
wil l  keep you 
on your toes 
and help me 
continue to 
be a l i felong 
learner. I 
honestly 
couldn’t 
imagine 
teaching any 
other age 
level.”

T i ta n  f e at u r e
why I teach

Jeff ballman
T C U  M i d d l e  S c h o o l  s c i e n c e  t e a c h e r
Junior high is such an excit ing t ime in a chi ld’s l i fe. They 
begin to establ ish their own identi ty, yet st i l l  exhibit 
gl immers of youthful charm and curiosity. TCU Le Center 
Middle School Science Teacher, Jeff Bal lman, discusses 
the benefi ts of teaching middle school students.
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zach skluzacek
c l a s s  o f  2 0 1 5

How did you get involved in the 
school when you were a student?
I  played baseball  and footbal l  for a 
bit ,  but the extracurricular that real ly 
left  an impact on me as a person is 
Knowledge Bowl. I  was also class 
president/vice president for a couple 
of years and served on the student 
counci l  throughout high school 
eventual ly becoming president senior 
year. I  was in NHS as well .
What teachers and/or staff did you 
connect with while you were here?
I  can’t express how important a 
couple of TCU’s teachers were to 
my abil i ty to succeed in col lege. 
Ms. Davidson’s CIS Lit  class is 
an outstanding course that real ly 
honed my writ ing ski l ls, and that has 
been such an asset in my t ime in 
col lege. Mr. Doyle’s math lectures 
in retrospect were phenomenal. 
Mrs. Schipper ’s CIS Anatomy and 
Physiology course helped me get 
an internship at Epic Systems, and 
she was an outstanding teacher. I 
was also able to skip 3 semesters of 
German in col lege thanks to  
Mrs. Dooley’s fantastic teaching 

style, and I st i l l  fondly remember al l 
of the goofy songs we were forced 
to sing in class. Lastly, Mr. Barnack 
real ly taught me to love making 
pottery, and I ’ve pursued that further 
in col lege. Looking back on i t ,  
Mr. Barnack is an incredible art ist 
and runs a top notch arts program 
at TCU, and that’s something every 
student should remember to not take 
for granted.
What is your favorite high school 
memory?
My older brother, Tyler Skluzacek, 
and I managed to take Mrs. Squires’ 
foods class together when he was a 
senior and I was a freshman. Some 
of our antics got a l i t t le out of hand, 
but in the end I did come out of that 
class with a curiosity for cooking and 
a whole lot of good memories.
What are your future plans?
I ’m l ikely looking to work as a data 
scientist in the Twin Cit ies after I 
f inish my B.A. at Macalester in May. 
I ’ve sort of special ized in natural 
language processing and survival 
analysis at this point, so I ’m hoping 
to work in those areas!

S t u dy i n g  c o m p u t e r  s c i e n c e 
a n d  a p p l i e d  m at h m at i c s n  & 
s tat i s t i c s  at  m a c a l e s t e r 
c o l l e g e

Photo credit: 
Lonsdale News Review
Misty Schwab

M innesota winters are 
unpredictable. April/

May blizzards, sustained 
dangerous wind chills, and 
blocked roadways are just 
some of the barriers in 
getting students to school 
safely. In 2018 the MN 
State Legislature provided 
guidelines for districts to 
lessen disruption of student 
learning on these days. 
Tri-City United worked to connect these 
guidelines to support student learning 
during days that travel is unsafe instead 
of adding days during a scheduled break 
or the end of the year. 
K-6 educators created choice boards for 
students to continue developing the skills 
most important for success. They designed 
experiences for students to practice and 
apply skills online and in real life. Teachers 
identified students who had access to the 
internet and devices available and kept in 
mind the different experiences of students 
during these days. 
7-12th grade teachers have been 
developing online resources for students 
for a few years, including TCU Moodle, our 

online learning platform. 
TCU’s Empowering 
Learners 1:1 program 
expanded to 7th and 8th 
grade students this year, 
providing a chromebook 
for students to use 
for learning. Previous 
work using technology 
to support student 

learning focused the type 
of learning students are 
able to do from home 
during this day. To support 
access on these days Tri-
City United received a 
grant for wireless hotspots 
which will connect 7-12 
students with access to 
educational sites on the 
internet and are available 
for checkout. 

As the polar vortex rolled in, four days out 
of school in a row put this preparation to 
the test. The first day tested the systems 
in place, and the next three days refined 
those systems thanks to parent, student 
and staff feedback. The reaction was 
positive from students, parents and 
educators and helped to inform next steps 
for improvement. Parents, teachers and 
students were able to be in contact with 
Google Voice (an online phone tool) and 
though the choice boards were run off, 
students were able to continue to practice 
and learn on days which would have 
needed to be added. These practices 
will be featured in a national research 
publication by Evergreen Education Group 
at the national Digital Learning Annual 
Conference. 
Tri-City United educators and 
administrators will continue to refine these 
processes to support student continued 
learning and to keep the safety of students 
at the forefront. 
Additional information about Blended 
Learning Days can be found at:  
bit.ly/TCUBlended

Technology and curriculum update by Matthew flugum

Blended learning days
Thank you and 
congratulations to Mary 
Korman and Denise 
Christenson. Denise and 
Mary are retiring at the 
conclusion of this school 
year and having provided 
exceptional service to our 
students, families, and 
communities. 

Denise Christensen has 
served as a Speech and 
Language Pathologist in 
multiple schools in TCU 
and previous Montgomery-
Lonsdale.  At the 
conclusion of 2018-2019 
school year, 
she will have 
served in this 
important role 
for 43 years. 

Mary Korman currently 
serves as a 2nd Grade 
Teacher at TCU Le Center 
and previously served as 
a 4th Grade Teacher and 
Gifted/Talented Teacher 
with previous Le Center.  
At the conclusion of 2018-
2019, she will have served 
in this 
important 
role for 30 
years.

Congratulations!



TCU Activities director Chad Johnson

Titans activities update
TCU is proud of our State Tournament 
appearances during this past winter season.  
BPA, Robotics, Adapted Hockey, Hockey 
and Weightlifting were all represented by our 
TCU students.  Lexi Factor and Mike Fischer 
were both State Champions in Weightlifting 
to highlight our individual awards.  As far 
as team activities go, Bulldog Hockey was 
our standout performer.  For the first time in 
history, the Minnesota River Bulldogs won the 
section and advanced to the MSHSL State 
Tournament.  With the combination of our 
hockey co-op school districts, we sent a total 
of 13 fan buses and approximately 200 Band 
members, which changed the Xcel Center to 
turn Bulldog blue.  Qualifying for the Nationals 
was our Robotics team.  The team will be 
competing in Iowa April 4-6 after having a very 
successful season under Coach John Head. 

All Conference recipients for our winter 
seasons were Wrestling:  Nick Johnson, 
Caleb Whipps, Tyler Schroer, Sam Miller, Jose 
Reyes, Boys Basketball: Matthew Feddema, 
Girls Basketball:  Maggie Trnka, Keeley 
Oak, Black Diamonds Dance Team:  Emily 
Borchardt,  One Act Play: Jack Erickson, 
Carolyn Mikel and Andrick Wagner. 
TCU is proud of our 2 coaches who were 
chosen Conference Coach of the year.  Eric 
Specht, Girls Basketball and Brian Mikel, 
Wrestling.
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How did you get involved in the 
school when you were a student?
I  part icipated in band, jazz band, 
choir,  national honor society, theatre, 
dance team, vol leybal l ,  track, and 
student counci l .
What teachers and/or staff did you 
connect with while you were here?
Some of the teachers who had the 
greatest impact on me in high school 
were Ms. Davidson, Mrs. Mejia,  
Mr. Bieniek, Mrs. Schipper,  
Mrs. Rode and Mrs. Altomari.  I  don’t 
think I expressed i t  wel l  enough or 
often enough in high school, but 
looking back I am so grateful to 
have had the privi lege of learning 
from them. I st i l l  use the ski l ls I 
learned from them in my classes 
and in every day l i fe! Ms. Davidson 
prepared me so well  for university 
level classes in her CIS class, she 
nurtured my leadership ski l ls in NHS 
and advocated for me on col lege and 
scholarship appl icat ions. Mrs. Mejia 
and Mr. Bieniek ignited my love for 
the arts, which I continued to explore 
in my university’s orchestra and 
theatre. They were also incredible 
examples of people who use their 
talents in order to bring joy to others. 
The anatomy I learned in  
Mrs. Schipper ’s CIS class was 

cri t ical to my success in my col lege 
anatomy & physiology classes! I  st i l l 
use mnemonics she taught us!  
Mrs. Rode and Mrs. Altomari 
sparked my interest in the Spanish 
language, which later became one 
of my undergraduate majors. I  came 
into my col lege Spanish classes far 
ahead of many of my peers because I 
was lucky enough to learn from them! 
What is your favorite high school 
memory?
Going to Costa Rica with my Spanish 
class and part icipating in the fal l 
musicals!!
What are your future plans?
After I  graduate from my master ’s 
program, I ’m hoping to complete 
my cl inical fel lowship year in the 
intensive care unit of a hospital, 
working as a bi l ingual speech 
language pathologist.  With luck, I ’ l l 
be doing this somewhere warmer 
than Milwaukee! After completing 
my cl inical fel lowship, my goal 
is to pursue a PhD in order to 
become a university professor and 
research the effects of neurological 
impairment and rehabil i tat ion on 
the bi l ingual/mult i l ingual brain with 
hopes to improve the quali ty of care 
for individuals of cultural ly and/or 
l inguist ical ly diverse backgrounds. 

S t u dy i n g  b i l i n g u a l  s p e e c h 
l a n g u a g e  pat h o l o gy  at 
M a r q u e t t e  u n i v e r s i t y  i n 
M i lwa u k e e ,  W I

katrina reeder
C l a s s  o f  2 0 1 5

Congratulations to TCU 
Junior Brandon Balma on 
being a State recipient 
of the ExCEL Award. 
Well deserved honor. 
ExCEL – Excellence in 
Community, Education 
and Leadership – is a 
unique recognition program 
designed exclusively for 
Minnesota high school 
juniors who are active in 
school activities, who show 
leadership qualities, and 
who work voluntarily in their 
community.

State Award Winner!



The 2019 TCU Summer will be 
filled with fun opportunities and new 
adventures to take advantage of. 
The boys of summer (MN Twins) 
will be joining us once again for the 
Minnesota Twins Baseball Clinic. 
Learn from experts who work directly 
with professional baseball players on 
how to properly develop the right tools 
and skill set to play the game. 
The TCU Summer Recreation 
Program in all three communities 
is a unique opportunity for younger 

children to participate in. For only 
a $50 fee, children can have their 
mornings throughout the summer filled 
with activities and new experiences. 
We’ll be heading to the pool, ballfields, 
gymnasiums, working with various 
organizations to develop those lifelong 
memories. What to do with those 
kiddos after Summer Rec? Send 
them to a half-day of KidZone! Watch 
for more information coming in our 
Summer Catalog and flyers sent home 
from school.  

TCU Community education director layne wilbright

Summer programming for community education
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Summer COMMUNITY EDUCATION CATALOG
Something For Everyone!

 H Aquatics H Adult Enrichment H Adult Recreation & Fitness H Adult Basic Education (ABE) H Driver’s Education H 

H Early Childhood Family Education (ECFE) H KidZone School Age Care  H School Readiness (Preschool) H Special Olympics H 
H Youth Enrichment H Youth Recreation H Youth Sports H

Register online at tricity.cr3.rschooltoday.com/public/home/

USDA Free Summer Meals Program (SFSP)
May 22 - August 9
(Closed July 4 - 5)

Free Summer Meals are available to youth ages 1-18. Adult 
meals are available for purchase. For more information, please 
contact: Brenda Rosier, TCU Administrative Assistant:  
507-364-8100 or brosier@tcu2905.us or Amy Sauter, Taher Food 
Service Director: 507-364-8163 or taher@tcu2905.us

TCU Montgomery PreK-8
Breakfast Service
9:00 - 10:00 am
Lunch Service 

11:30 am - 12:30 pm

TCU Le Center PreK-8
Breakfast Service
8:30 - 10:00 am
Lunch Service 

11:30 am - 12:30 pm

W h at ’s  c o o k i n ’ ?
TCU Food Service

Even with the early out this year, our 
classrooms have been busy planning, 
seeding and planting our school gardens. 
The Titan School Garden Projects provide 
our students with hands-on outdoor learning 
experiences as they learn using their five 
senses. We look forward to our kiddos 
picking and pulling fresh produce out of the 
warm dirt to serve on the fruit and vegetable 
station this summer during our Free Summer 
Meals Program. What better way to see 
how agriculture impacts our daily lives. We 
challenge everyone to plant a garden big or 
small, above or below ground, watch it grow 
and share your harvest. Look in the brochure 
for further information on our free summer 
meals program available to all youth ages 
1-18. 

Food service director amy sauter

It’s garden thyme



TCU early learning coordinator Natalie eckstein

New Early Childhood programming
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Exciting things are happening in TCU’s Early Learning Programs! For the 
2019-2020 school year, we are planning for MORE! More opportunities 
for families, more choices, more space, and more educational time 
for our Little Titans preschoolers. We are adding a half hour per class 
time, leaving more time for play and digging deeper into our learning. 
Our TCU Early Childhood team firmly believes in the power of play and 
its effect on language development and social skills. Though we teach 
academics, we also make time for unstructured play, allowing children 
to learn how to problem solve, share, and be creative. This year we 
purchased a curriculum called Second Step, whose purpose is to equip 
young children with the necessary skills to build social confidence in the 
classroom. We are already seeing an improvement in the ways children 
are interacting with each other! 

We will have a completely renovated space at 
TCU Montgomery for our programs, and newly 
acquired spaces at TCU Lonsdale and TCU 
Le Center Primary for program expansions as 
well. We are also offering a 5-day experience 
for our children heading to Kindergarten the 
following year, and have added a wrap-around 

care option for children ages 3.5 years and older. Our TCU WRAP 
program is an extension of our current TCU KidZone childcare program. 
TCU WRAP is an option for children enrolled in our 5-day preschool 
program. 

There are still openings for preschool, 
but they are filling fast. Call 507.364.8116 
to register.

Visit  t c u 2 9 0 5 . u s  to learn more.

5 DAY 
N E W TCU Little Titans now has 5 day preschool programming 

in each of our communities. We are also adding more 
educational time, going from 2.5 to 3 hour class periods. 

W R A P 
N O W  O F F E R I N G

TCU Montgomery Renovation Plan

Tri-City United has been recognized 
as a Project Lead The Way (PLTW) 
Distinguished School for providing 
broad access to transformative learning 
opportunities for students through both 
PLTW Gateway and PLTW Launch.
“Earning these recognitions as PLTW 
Distinguished Schools for Launch at 
TCU Le Center, TCU Montgomery, and  
TCU Lonsdale, and PLTW Distinguished 
Schools for Gateway at TCU Montgomery 
and TCU Le Center is a credit to our TCU 
Educators. They have embraced and 
demonstrated a commitment to access  
high level STEM learning 
for all students. Our TCU Students 
truly benefit from the empowerment, 
challenges, and problem solving that comes 
with PLTW and STEM achievements.”
-Superintendent Teri Preisler

TCU Lonsdale, TCU Montgomery and  
TCU Le Center earned the Project Lead 
The Way (PLTW) Distinguished School for 
providing broad access to transformative 
learning opportunities for students through 
PLTW Launch (Grades K-5). They are 

three of just 214 elementary schools 
across the U.S. to receive this honor. To be 
eligible for the designation, TCU Lonsdale,  
TCU Montogmery and TCU Le Center had 
to offer at least two PLTW Launch modules 
at each grade level and have more than 75 
percent of the student body participating 
during the 2017-18 school year. Studies 
show that students decide as early as 
elementary school whether they like, and 
think they are good at, math and science. 
Whether designing a car safety belt or 
building digital animations based on their 
own short stories, PLTW Launch students 
engage in critical and creative thinking, build 
teamwork skills, and develop a passion 
for and confidence in STEM subjects.
TCU is one of just 148 middle schools 
across the U.S. to receive the PLTW 
Gateway Honor (Grades 6-8). The PLTW 
Distinguished School recognition honors 
schools committed to increasing student 
access, engagement, and achievement 
in their PLTW programs. To be eligible 
for the designation, TCU Le Center and  
TCU Montgomery had to meet the following 
criteria during the 2017-18 school year:

Offer at least one PLTW 
Gateway unit at each grade level;
Have at least 50 percent of 
the student body participating;
Have 25 percent of students advancing 
to high school participate in two or more 
units during their middle school tenure.
Through PLTW programs, students 
develop STEM knowledge as well as  
in-demand, transportable skills that they 
will use both in school and for the rest of 
their lives, on any career path they take. 
PLTW Gateway empowers students to 
lead their own discovery and uncover a 
range of paths and possibilities they can 
look forward to in high school and beyond.

marketing and communications specialist tiffany crabb

Tcu earns project lead the way honors



Titan Spotlight

TCU Speech went to 
state!! 
Isabela Truman and 
Jose Reyes took 2nd at 
Sections and competed 
at State.

Great season Titan 
Knowledge Bowl Team! 
The Black team placed 
4th out of 18 teams at 
Regions, missing the 
state tournament run 
by only five and a half 
points. Go Titans! 

TCU Concert Band 
and Choir took over 
60 students to Florida 
in March to attend 
Disney Clinics,and 
experience all the 
live performances at 
Disney/Universal parks!  

BPA Financial Analyst 
Team Brandon Balma, 
Cohl Paggen, Geena 
Ehlers, and Ellie 
Singleton took 3rd 
place at BPA State 
Competition.

5th grade students 
went on an awesome 
three day adventure 
in learning at Eagle 
Bluff Environmental 
Learning Center!

All TCU 7th graders 
were inspired to follow 
their hearts instead 
of the crowd, use 
courage and make 
responsible decisions 
despite their fears at 
the courage retreat.

Kindergartners spread 
kindness around the 
community by visiting 
local businesses to 
Fill Buckets and share 
Kindness!

H District website: www.tcu2905.us

H E-Newsletter:  
Sign up for TCU Updates at tcu2905.us

H JMC Online parent access 

H Local newspaper articles 2x per month

H KCHK: TCU Superintendent radio show  the 
1st  Friday of each month at 12:35 pm

H Facebook: Tri-City United Public Schools

H Twitter: @TCU2905

Stay connected with TCU!
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SIGN UP FOR OUR SEMI-MONTHLY 
E-NEWSLETTER FOR UPDATES ABOUT 
OUR SCHOOLS & PROGRAMS!

VISIT TCU2905.US TO SIGN UP

If you or someone you know has moved into 
our district within the past 5 years or had 
an addition to the family, including a birth or 
adoption, complete our community census.

Your Family Counts

Visit new2.tcu2905.usO n l i n e Call  507.364.8107P h o n e

Being counted is important because...
You will be informed of all Early Childhood Family Education activities, 
Early Childhood Screening, other Community Education programs, and 
important school district information.

C o m p l e t e  t h e  C o m m u n i t y 
C e n s u s

Please complete the survey online or by phone.


