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Dear TCU Families and Members of our 
Communities and Surrounding Area, 
It is with sincere appreciation and gratitude to 
the residents and voters of Tri-City United for the 
support and passage of both questions of the 
TCU Bond Referendum conducted on Tuesday, 

February 13, 2018. These voter-approved decisions are investments for our 
students, families, and communities’ future and will help ensure our students 
have the spaces, solid structures, and building safety they need to succeed.
I will share more details of the bond referendum building projects information 
in another article within this newsletter.  Ongoing communication will be 
available through our Tri-City United District Newsletter, local newspaper 
media, monthly KCHK Superintendent Radio Shows (TCU is the first Friday 
of the month), and there will be a Building Project Updates section of our 
website www.tcu2905.us available to view later in May. 
We can all be proud to be a part of something that will have a positive 
impact on our students, staff, and communities for many years to come 
while also realizing the responsibility that comes with this. We will work hard 
and follow through with the approved proposals and further build on our 
partnership, unity, and trust throughout Tri-City United.
In other areas, Tri-City United has much to celebrate with our students’ and 
staff achievements.  As you will see in the Titan Spotlight throughout the 
newsletter, our commitment to providing opportunities to students includes 
course offerings, activities, clubs, and athletics.  You can see from the small 
samplings of the successes of our Tri-City United students on pages 7, 9, 
and 11, these opportunities are growing and developing our students for 
their futures in multiple career possibilities.  
We often refer to #ProudTCUMoments in our communications and I can 
readily say, there are MANY #ProudTCUMoments in many areas.  
We hope that you continue to find this newsletter and the electronic updates 
helpful in learning more about the great things happening at Tri-City United 
as we live our vision to be the “Leading 
choice in the area providing a safe, equitable, 
and respectful learning environment with 
personally relevant instruction and rigorous 
academic standards.”
With highest regard, 

Teri M. Preisler, Ed. D.  
Tri-City United Superintendent
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Titan Spotlight

Superintendent ’s                   
Message TCU Montgomery & TCU Le Center

TCU Montgomery and TCU Le Center 
will once again be offering summer 
learning programs for students currently 
in Kindergarten - Grade 8. The focus of 
our program leans mainly toward reading 
and math skill review. However, the 
students are able to focus on some social-
emotional components as well. Learning 
in the summer is more relaxed and 
based on the skills the student needs to 
develop. Throughout the program science 
and social studies units are tied into the 
reading and math lessons. This program 
helps ease students back into a learning/
school routine! 
TCU High School
Our TCU High School summer school 
program will run Monday - Thursday from 
8 a.m. to noon from June 11th - July 11th.  
There is no summer school July 4th or 5th.  
Our program is a credit recovery program 
where a student can earn 1 credit by 
attending 60 of the 68 hours (15 of the 17 
sessions), being engaged, and completing 
the assigned work and assessments at a 

quality level.  The core subjects of English 
Language Arts, Mathematics, and/or 
Social Studies are all possibilities for 
summer school courses.  Course(s) that 
are offered are determined by student 
need and summer school registration.
TCU Driver’s Training will take place at the 
high school for 10 days (June 11-14, 18-
21, & 25-26) from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. for a 
total of 30 hours.
TCU Lonsdale
TCU Lonsdale will be offering Summer 
Team Titan Time for K-5 student attending 
TCU Lonsdale Elementary in the Fall of 
2018. Students who qualify for the program 
will receive an invitation and registration 
letter in May. The program will focus on 
individual skill development  as well as 
pre-teaching concepts for the coming 
academic year. Instruction in this program 
is rooted in direct instruction as well as 
project-based learning and is scheduled 
to run from July 9th through July 27th on 
Mondays-Thursdays from 8:00 am until 
12:00 pm. Go Team Titans!

TC U Schools Summer Programming

Jeanne Traxler, TCU Le Center 
Grade 2 Teacher, is retiring at 
the conclusion of this school 

year. Jeanne has truly made a 
difference with so many after 

34 years of exceptional service 
to our students, families, and 

communities. 
Thank you Jeanne!

It is hard to believe we are already in 
the spring season in the Tri-City United 
Activities Department.  As I reflect on the 
past few months, I am very happy with 
where the department is at and heading.  
When the year started, the focus was 
not only to provide our Tri-City United 
students an opportunity to compete or 
participate in activities, as an extension 
of the classroom, but also to use these 
activities to help build character and life 
lessons.
At the beginning of the year, 
administration, coaches, parents and 
athletes attended workshops put on by 
“Positive Coaching Alliance” presenters.  
These workshops addressed the topic of 
using activities as a way to participate, 
compete and win, and to learn character 
traits.  Everyone learned techniques 

on how to work hard, stay committed 
during failures, be responsible, build 
friendships and show respect for 
officials, coaches and athletes, to name 
a few.  I am excited to say that in our first 
year of implementation we have seen 
many successes, in the competition and 
participation level, but also, on learning 
life lessons that will help students 
beyond their participation in activities.  
Tri-City United has seen several students 
and teams compete at high levels during 
the year, which has resulted in conference, 
section and state titles or placing.   
Tri-City United has seen students in 
extra-curricular activities place in the 
regional, state and national levels, along 
with region and state performances 
in the arts that show the talent-rich 
student body Tri-City United has. We 

have students who received awards and 
honors at the state level, for a balance of 
academics, arts and athletics.  All these 
successes are due to the dedication 
and drive our students have, along 
with the support of the school board, 
administration, coaches/advisors and 
parents at Tri-City United. Thank you 
to everyone involved.  Together, we 
can continue to offer activities that help 
develop character, while having fun 
competing.

“Every Student,  
Every Day!”

By Jason Myhre
Activities Director

Activities Department Update:

Titan Times
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Thanks to voter approval of Tri-City 
United‘s two school funding requests, 
we are now in the process of moving 
from concept proposals to a design 
phase, along with construction timelines 
for building renovations and additions. 
Our Tri-City United School Board 
has moved forward with working with 
ATS&R Planners/Architects/Engineers 
as our architect for these projects.  It 
is important to follow through with 
the plans that were presented to our 
residents and in the bond ballot. ATS&R 
is well informed with the details of what 
was included in the bond referendum. 
We have established the following 
Design Focus Groups:
• TCU High School: Ag Shop, 
Science Lab, Classroom Team, and 
Auditorium/Theater/Dressing/Locker 
Room Team

• TCU Le Center: Secured Entry/
Office Renovation Team

• TCU Lonsdale: Kindergarten and 
Additional Grade Levels Team

• TCU Montgomery: Early Childhood/
Early Childhood Special Education & 
Community Education Team

We anticipate the first phase of our  
Tri-City United Building Project to be the 
TCU Le Center roof replacement.  From 
there, bids and construction timelines will 
continue with the additions, renovations, 
and HVAC installation.  
Other steps that have occurred this 
spring include communication with 
current TCU Lonsdale 4th Grade 
Parents/Guardians as to their intent 
for their children’s attendance school 
location for 5th grade. 

We anticipate the TCU Le Center roof 
replacement to take place in the summer 
of 2018.  The additions for TCU Lonsdale 
and TCU High School are anticipated 
to be bid this summer and begin in the 
fall of 2018.  The renovations for TCU 
Montgomery and TCU Le Center are 
anticipated to be bid this summer or fall 
and take place during the summer of 
2019.
Due to the need for extended time for 
construction during the summer of 2019,  
Tri-City United School Board has 
approved a recommendation from 
district teachers and administration for 
a school calendar that has students 
‘start the 2019-2020 school year on 
Monday, August 27, 2018. This earlier 
start in the fall of 2018 and end of the 
school year in 2019 provides more time 
for construction and increases student 
safety for those areas of renovation that 
directly impact students and families.  

By Teri M. Preisler, Ed. D. 
Tri-City United Superintendent

Pictured above is the TCU High School 
Ag Shop Design Focus Group on a tour 

viewing Sibley East High School Ag Shop

Families new to our Tri-City 
United School District and area 
can easily enroll your child 
(children) at our District Office 
or at any of our schools:

Tri-City United Le Center 
PreK-Grade 8 

150 West Tyrone Street 
 Le Center, MN 56057

507.357.6802
 

Tri-City United Lonsdale 
Elementary

1000 Idaho Street SW 
Lonsdale, MN  55046

507.744.3900

 Tri-City United Montgomery 
PreK-Grade 8

101 2nd Street NE 
Montgomery, MN  56069

507.364.8119
 

Tri-City United High School
700 4th Street NW 

Montgomery, MN  56069
507.364.8111

Tri-City United District Office
101 2nd Street NE 

Montgomery, MN 56069
507.364.8100 

Please bring pupil immunization 
records; the name, address, 
and phone number of your 
previous school if you have 
one; and for Kindergarten only 
- a birth certificate or passport.  
We have enrollment packets 
available for you to complete 
including general registration 
information, educational 
benefits applications, and bus 
registration.  
If you have any questions, 
please call Brenda Rosier at 
507-364-8100.  

New To Our 
Area?

“A very special thank you to all community members for 
your willingness to be involved in this bond process, 

decisions, and our schools.  We truly value your input and 
want to provide the best possible learning experience for 

our students. You make a difference!” 
Brian Grensteiner

TCU Le Center Principal

T C U  Construction Projects Update

Structures, Systems & a Culture of Excellence
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What ’s Cookin’ in the Titan Cafe?

Structures, Systems & a Culture of Excellence

Although we may not see the 
greens of summer peaking 
through the white blanket of 
snow on the ground, planning 
our school gardens is high 
on the priority list. What cool 
season vegetables can we grow 
to entice our young minds at the 
fruit and vegetable station in 
the Titan Cafe? Beets, Carrots, 
Radishes, Kale, Swiss Chard 
and Spring Mix? 
We are in the fourth year of our school 
garden projects. Each growing season we 
plant something new and learn something 
new. This year we are expanding our main 
school yard garden with six maintenance 
free garden tables purchased with funds 
from our SHIP Grant Award. The current 
raised beds will be repurposed to frame 
our ever-expanding strawberry patch.  

Crop rotation is something new 
we will be trying out this year. 
As those spring vegetables are 
nearing the end of harvest we will 
be turning over soil and planting 
our warm weather favorites; 
tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers, 
zucchini, squash and giving the 
pumpkins another chance at a 
bumper crop.

“The love of gardening is the seed that once 
sown never dies,” -Gertrude Jekyll.

TCU Titan/Taher Food Service Vision:
We are committed to enhancing education by 
providing meals that are not only nutritious and 
appealing, but served by caring professionals 
in a friendly environment.
By Amy Sauter
TCU Taher Food Service Director

Tri-City United is one of 
2 districts in Minnesota 
to receive the Project 

Lead The Way (PLTW) 
Distinguished District 

honor.
The PLTW Distinguished 

District recognition honors 
districts committed 

to increasing student 
access, engagement, and 
achievement in their PLTW 

programs. 

A Successful Project Is Something You Can Build On Each Year

At Tri-City United, we focus on continuously 
improving in order to serve Every Student, Every 
Day. In order to live our mission: To Empower 
Learners; Create Opportunities; United for 
Success, we need to empower and invest in our 
staff to ensure they are equipped to meet the 
needs of all students.  
Tri-City United has invested in two Teacher On 
Special Assignment (TOSA) positions that lead 
TCU’s Mentor Program. Tracy Ehlers is the 
Mentoring and Induction TOSA, and Jolene 
Pikarski is the Digital Specialist TOSA. 
Both Ehlers and Pikarski are in partnership with 
MSU to place and supervise student teacher 
candidates. 
“Our focus is to have the mentor teacher and 
teacher candidate co-plan and co-teach as 
much as possible together. Towards the end 
of the candidate's experience, they are on their 
own for 2-3 weeks. This helps build confidence 
and allows for the candidate to practice the skills 
and strategies learned. It becomes a gradual 
release process,” said Ehlers.
Mr. Austin Weinandt, TCU Teacher candidate 
was able to provide students with a cross-
curricular lesson this spring. Mr. Weinandt is 
a teacher candidate in the TCU High School 
Science Department with Margy Schipper.  
Mr. Weinandt had planned to butcher some pigs 
with his brother over the weekend, and he asked 
if he could bring in some organs to share with the 
students. 

“As expected, some students were nervous to 
examine the fresh organs, but as those who had 
taken Health class began sharing and exploring 
the organs, all students gathered around and 
were completely engaged!” said Mrs. Schipper.
“It has truly been a great experience having 
teacher candidates in the classroom to bring 
new and fresh ideas into the curriculum!”
Ehlers is also in charge of the mentor program. 
Mentors are a great resource for new teachers, 
or teachers new to the district. Mentors can help 
answer questions, co-plan, co-teach, provide 
emotional and instructional support along with 
resources. TCU’s program does a great job of 
developing better-trained and engaged teachers. 
“New teachers hired come in with various 
experiences - from first year to experienced 
teachers. I mentor these teachers (Pre K-12) 
and help support and acclimate them to our 
district.” said Ehlers. 
Year 1 teachers work with Ehlers and a site 
mentor. As the teacher moves to Year 2, Ehlers 
meets monthly with the teacher as a continued 
support. Moving to Year 3, it is a check in each 
semester. 
Tri-City United is fortunate to have a staff 
committed to our students’ learning!
By Tiffany Flogel 
Marketing & Communications Specialist

Uniting to Put Our Students First
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TCU Alumni Christopher Pieper
Our featured alumni is 2016 TCU 
High School graduate Christopher 
Pieper. Chris is currently studying 
Computer Science and Mathematics 
at the University of Minnesota- 
Twin Cities. Chris recently had the 
opportunity of a lifetime when he 
performed with the U of M Marching 
Band with Justin Timberlake at the 
Super Bowl LII Halftime show held at 
US Bank Stadium in Minneapolis.
Q. How did you get involved in the 
school when you were a student?
I played Baseball and Basketball until 
high school; then I switched to Track 
and Cross Country. I also was a member 
of NHS, Knowledge Bowl, and pretty much 
every band-related group. I was slightly 
involved in WE Team as well. I believe that 
being involved at least somewhat in every 
major category (arts, athletics, academics) 
is the best way to go. 

Q. What teachers and/or staff did you 
connect with while you were here?
I thought highly of many TCU teachers 
and staff, but to name a few, Ted Doyle, 
Chad Bieniek, and Carl Menk were all very 
important to my earlier years as a high 
school student. My love for jazz drumming 
really grew from Carl’s insight, along with 
his talented family. Chad Bieniek really 
helped me improve the technical side of my 
percussion playing in all music styles, as 
well as my confidence in performing for folks 
- not only here, but in Ireland and Chicago.  
As a freshman, my interest in pursuing 
more mathematics really started in Ted 
Doyle’s geometry class. In athletics, both 
Brian Fogal (Cross Country) and Brian 
Mikel (Track) were extremely supportive 
and always instilled discipline in the team, 
a skill that is well valued and rewarding 
come race time.
Q. Have you stayed in touch with your 
high school classmates?
There are some classmates at college I still 
talk to. I see old friends if there is an event 
at home. I’ll have to bring us all together 
again for our reunions.

Q. What is your favorite high school 
memory?
Thinking back, there were so many 
great memories, but I guess one that 
sticks out currently is the band / choir trip 
to Ireland. There is just nothing better 
than sharing music and culture across 
the pond. Overall, trips like these are 
what inspired me to keep doing more.  
Q. What are your future plans?
My plans are to find the best ways to 
help people and the world through the 
power of technology.
Q. When did you find out that you 

were going to play at the Super Bowl 
halftime show?
We found out roughly a month before at a 
private Marching Band banquet. 
Q. What was the experience like?
Incredible. It was interesting to see the 
amount of work needed for these shows, 
and just how passionate J.T. and his crew 
are about performing. Definitely something 
to remember. 
Q. What were the reactions of your 
friends and family after they found 
out you were playing and saw the 
performance?
They were definitely thrilled!
By Tiffany Flogel
Marketing & Communications Specialist

Student Achievement

“Thank you to our TCU community for your support of our bond 
referendum. TCU Montgomery School will be looking forward to 

gaining back classroom space. We are also excited that we will be 
able to expand our early learning opportunities for our school-age 

students.”

Deb Dwyer
TCU Montgomery PreK-8 Principal

Stay  connected!
KCHK:

TCU Superintendent radio show 
the 1st Friday of each month at 

12:35PM
JMC online parent access:

jmc.tcu2905.us 
District website 

tcu2905.us 
Local newspaper articles: 

Two times per month
E-Newsletter:

Sign up for TCU Updates at
 tcu2905.us 
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Tri-City United students recently earned 
recognition at Minnesota Business 
Professionals of America conference in 
the Twin Cities.
On March 8th through 10th, 19 TCU 
students attended the State Business 
Professionals of America (BPA) 
Leadership Conference. Students 
attending earned the right to compete 
by placing at Regions which was held in 
January, 2018.
TCU BPA had four students place at State 
in Competition Events. Five more students 
earned the Statesman Award. Four of the 
five students that earned the Statesman 
Award also earned the Ambassador 
Award. To earn the Ambassador Award, 
they must have completed 490 hours 
minimum. 70 hours must be earned in 
the following categories: Leadership, 
Service, Cooperation, Knowledge, 
Friendship, Love, Hope and Faith, 
and Patriotism. The four Ambassador 
Award winners will be attending 
Nationals to be recognized on stage.  

During the school year, approx. 1,800 
MN BPA student members take part in 
the organization’s competitive events 
program, allowing them to compete in 
nearly 60 events focused in the areas 
of finance, business administration, 
management information systems, 
digital communication & design, 
and management, marketing & 
communication. The competitions are 
designed to prepare students to succeed 
and assesses real-world business skills 
and problem solving abilities. 

By Stacy Lindblom
TCU Business Teacher & BPA Advisor

TCU Business Professionals of 
America (BPA) had four students 
place at State in competition 
events. Abby Schleis (gr. 12) 
earned 2nd place in Payroll 
Accounting, and Shane Schreiber 
(gr. 12) earned 9th place in 
Fundamental Accounting. They 
will both compete with 5,500 
students from across the United 
States at the 52nd Annual 
National Leadership Conference 
– the pinnacle of BPA competition. 
Nationals are May 9th through 
13th in Dallas, Texas. Also 
placing at  the State Leadership 
Conference was Geena Ehlers 
(gr. 10), 4th place in Administration 
Support Research Project and 
Jeremy Brack (11), 9th place in 

PC Troubleshooting.

Mariah Fournier (gr. 12), Jaiden 
Trnka (gr. 11), Sarah Colwell 
(gr. 11), and Brandon Balma  
(gr. 10) will be attending Nationals 
to receive recognition for the 

Ambassador Award.

Business Professionals of America

Student Achievement
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TC U Music Events
K - 4 Grandparent’s Day

TCU Montgomery
Tues. 5/8 1:00 pm
TCU Montgomery  

Auditorium
TCU Le Center

Fri. 5/18 1:00 pm
TCU Le Center  

Auditorium
TCU Lonsdale

Fri. 5/11 1:00 pm
TCU Lonsdale Gym

Middle School Band Concerts
TCU Montgomery

Thurs. 5/10  
6:30 pm/ 7:30 pm
TCU Montgomery  

Auditorium
TCU Le Center

Tues. 5/15 6:30 pm
TCU Le Center Auditorium

Middle School Choir Concert
TCU Le Center

Thurs. 5/17 7:00 pm
TCU Le Center Auditorium

Trills and Thrills
7th & 8th Grade Band & Choir

Fri. May 11
TCU Montgomery

High School Pops Concert
Fri. 5/18 6:00 pm
High School Gym

Concert in the Park
Thurs. 5/24 5:30 pm 

Le Center Courthouse Park
Graduation

Fri. 6/1 7:00 pm
High School Gym

Tri-City United is once again supporting 
increased staff time to deliver Agricultural 
Education opportunities during the 
summer  months!   The district was able 
to secure funding for a portion of program 
through the Minnesota Department of 
Education for the past summer and it will 
continue again in the upcoming summer 
of 2018!
TCU Ag Instructor, Barry Schmidt, 
implemented a 30-day summer schedule 
to explore, improve and enhance the 
agricultural offerings at the high school. 
The program allows for an increase in 
available resources and management 
of program entities that are limited or 
unavailable during the nine-month school 
calendar.
The goal of the program is to place 
emphasis in three main areas:
First, individual student contact and 
enhanced opportunities by supporting 
students who have either their own 
projects or those who are gaining 
experiences through employment.  Mr. 
Schmidt will be able visit and support 
these essential experiences that help 

students gain valuable skills.  
Second, increasing community and 
business partnerships and relationships 
to enhance the opportunities that our 
Titans have access to.
Third, improvement of the TCU 
Agricultural Education Program and 
FFA Chapter through implementing 
updates in programming, curriculum, 
and planning to stay current with industry 
standard materials & technology.
TCU is excited to offer this opportunity 
for our young people who are interested 
and involved in the agricultural industry. 
It is one of our communities’ largest 
employers that offers jobs in multiple 
areas with significant future earning 
potential.   
By Jeff Eppen
TCU High School 
Assistant Principal

Summer Agriculture Opportunities Increasing

Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ExCEL - Excellence in 
Community, Education 
and Leadership -  

is a unique recognition award that is given 
annually to 36 juniors across the state of 
Minnesota. Two-hundred and ninety-eight 
juniors were nominated by their schools 
this year. Tri-City United nominated 
juniors Thomas Budin and Lizzie Christian 
for the award. Award recipients were 
selected through a multi-level process that 
involves League member schools and an 
independent panel of judges from schools 
throughout Minnesota.
In February, the MSHSL selected Christian 
as one of the 36 ExCEL Award winners to 
be recognized at the State Girls Basketball 
Tournament.

“The way to be a leader is to have good 
standards for yourself and follow them, 
and also to have compassion toward 
others,” said Christian.
Each student participated in an on-court 
award ceremony during the halftime of the 
Class AA girls’ basketball championship 
game on March 17.
Read more about Christian’s involvement 
in Tri-City United’s schools, activities, and 
community on page 11.

L izzie Christian 1 of 36 students in Minnesota to win ExCEL Award
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Titan Spotlight
Empowering Learners update -  

Final Year of 1:1 Implementation
The 2018-2019 school year brings the 
final phase of a three year Digital Learning 
Implementation plan “Empowering Learners” 
at Tri-City United. The Digital Learning 
Environment  Task-force (DLET) set a core 
focus on updating and providing more 
technology resources to students. The 
first two years emphasized sustainably 
increasing access to new technology 
for student use and provided time and 
support for teachers to learn to implement 
technology into their classrooms. TCU 
K  -  4 classrooms will have access to iPads 
and Chromebooks with a ratio of 6 devices 
per classroom, 5th - 8th grade students will 
have access to a Chromebook stored in a 

classroom cart, 
and 9 - 11th grade 
students will have 
1:1 Chromebooks. 
Our educators 
blend face-to-face 
and technology-
based instructional 
methods for 
student learning. 

The two year implementation, commissioned 
by the DLET, has opened the way teachers 
and students learn. TCU Le Center teacher 
Mrs. Conway has experienced, “The benefit 
of having a cart of Chromebooks allows 
my class to access unlimited resources 
throughout the day. We have been able to 
completely revolutionize how the students 
learn math this year. I am able to spend more 
time helping students and less time planning 
and printing worksheets.”  TCU Le Center 
student Gavin Bohmer’s experience is 
similar: “Technology helps me learn because 
I sometimes need to get answers quickly. I 
learn how to type and make new things that I 
can't make without computers.” 
Empowering Learners focuses on the mission 
of TCU by supporting students and teachers 
to use technology for future ready learning.

Digital Learning Environments

HWeightlifting State Results:
1st Place: Alexis Neubauer, Anabelle 
Davies, & Mike Fischer
2nd Place: Ralph Lopez
3rd Place: Kayden Factor
3rd Place: JV Team - our first time 
placing at State as a Team 

HSydney Whiteis, TCU Le Center 
8th grader, earned 5th place at 
the 2018 South Central Minnesota 
Regional Spelling Bee, Mankato, 
MN. There were 42 competitors from 
around the region. We are so very 
proud of Sydney for representing 
our school and district. Sydney had 
won TCU's 1st ever Spelling Bee 
competition on January 31st.

HRobotics Team earned their way to 
State Competition.

HTCU’s Brian Mikel was selected 
as the MRC Wrestling Coach of the 
Year. 

HTCU’s Amy Alberg was selected as 
the MRC Speech Team Coach of the 

Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

Summer Agriculture Opportunities Increasing

Curriculum Update: Social Studies 
To ensure Tri-City United curriculum is 
meeting the requirements of the state 
and the instructional needs of students, 
each year a group of educators meet to 
review the resources and assessments 
supporting the learning of TCU students. 
2017-18 focused on TCU K-12 art and 
social studies departments. 
TCU’s art department focused on ways to 
bring more choice and student reflection 
into their rooms. Teaching Artistic Behavior 
or TAB (http://teachingforartisticbehavior.
org)  teaches a skill like using lines or 
shapes, and then allows students to 
choose different stations to explore the 
different ways that skill can create a work 
of art. One student might use markers, 
while another might use charcoal and a 
third could be using string or fabric. High 
School Art teacher Tony Barnack finds 
this type of choice “allows students to 
explore mediums and create art that is 
meaningful to them without regard to the 
adult aesthetics.” Instead of copying works 

done by their teacher or artists, students 
find their way of expressing ideas through 
art using the techniques they learn in class. 
The social studies department’s focus is on 
personalizing learning. K - 4 grade levels 
will incorporate learning through projects 
which connect with lessons and projects 
already present or connected to English, 
math, and science lessons developing 
connections between the multiple areas of 
their learning. 5th - 12th grade will blend 
technology with their lessons, focusing on 
using the district’s course management 
system (Moodle) and more community 
oriented projects, to 
open new avenues 
of information and 
bring their learning 
into the real world. 

By Matt Flugum 
Teaching & Learning 
Coordinator
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Be sure to check out the 2018 
Summer Community Education 

Catalog for fun summer activities for 
all ages!

By Mark Preissing   
TCU Community Education Director

Engagement

Special Education Advisory 
Committee (SEAC)
The TCU Special Education 
Department recognizes what an 
important role parents play, not only 
in the development of their own 
children, but in the development of 
our district as a whole. One of the 
ways we connect with parents to get 
feedback on what is going well in the 
district, along with what needs to be 
improved is through SEAC.
SEAC is a team of parents and staff 
who meet 4 times a year to discuss 
important issues in the Special 
Education Department. We welcome 
parents to attend as many meetings 
as your schedule allows. 
The last meeting of the school year 
is May 21 in the TCU Montgomery 
Elem. Conference Room at 5:30 pm. 

English Language (EL) &  
EL Parent Meeting
TCU offers an educational program 
to meet the needs of students who 
are English Language Learners 
(ELL) in grades K-12. This 
program addresses two areas: 
language acquisition and cultural 
adjustment. The program enables 
the students to be successful 
within the mainstream classroom 
and develops a understanding of 
American culture. At the same time, 
the students will be encouraged to 
share their cultural backgrounds and 
realize the importance of their role in 
a multicultural society. TCU provides 
opportunities for parents of students 
within the EL department to meet 
as a group to discuss a variety of 
different topics related to education. 
Our EL parent group meetings are 
held 4 times per school year and are 
designed for EL parents in all three 
communities. 
The last meeting of the school year 
is May 15 in Le Center at 5:30 pm.  

Holle Spessard
Director of Special Services 
507.364.8131

TC U Summer Recreation & Arts at the Park Program!

On behalf of the TCU Lonsdale staff, we would like to thank 
our community for voting to support our students through 

the passing of the recent Bond. We are thankful to be able to 
begin serving our community with a PreK-6 school beginning 

in the fall of 2019. The expansion of PreK programming as 
well as the addition of 5th and 6th grade to this school is very 

exciting and needed. Thank you!
Mollie Meyer

TCU Lonsdale Principal

Ready for a fun filled summer with 
sports, games and other great activities? 
Join us! Community Education is thrilled 
to kick off the summer of 2018 with the 
Recreation and Arts in the Park program. 
After numerous requests from parents, 
an arts component has been added to 
this fun summer series. There will be at 
least one art themed session each week 
over the summer taught by art teachers 
or local artists. Summer Rec and Arts 
staff members are excited to meet your 
children and are looking forward to 
having a great time this summer. 
In addition to the new arts related activities 
each week, swimming and a field trip to 
a Three Rivers Park District park will 
take place in July. TCU Le Center, TCU 
Lonsdale and TCU Montgomery will each 
host sessions this summer.  
Montgomery is now hosting a 
summer session as well! 
Recreation and Arts in the Park 
program hours are Monday-
Thursday from 9:00-11:30 am. The 
session will run for 6 weeks from  
June 11 - July 27. There will be no 
Summer Rec and Arts in the Park 
program the week of July 4.
Activities are geared for 1st - 5th graders 
(grades as of fall 2018). 

Cost for Summer Rec and Arts in the 
Park is $50 per student.
A limited number of scholarships are 
available for qualifying families.
Feel free to call TCU Community Ed at 
507.364.8120 with any questions.
Summer Rec and Arts in the Park is 
a collaboration between the Cities of 
Le Center, Lonsdale and Montgomery, 
Three Rivers Park District and TCU 
Schools Community Education.

Little Titan’s School Readiness Program is for children ages 3 through 
kindergarten enrollment. The program prepares children for their school 

experience by promoting readiness skills.

Little Titans School Readiness Preschool

Enrolling now for fall 2018 H tcu2905.us H 507.364.8107 H Preschool is offered in each of our TCU communities!

H Four star Parent Aware rated (highest possible rating) for using best practices in 
getting children ready for kindergarten 
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Titan Spotlight

Engagement

Wondering what activities are available 
for your child this summer?  

Check out what’s available through TCU 
Community Ed!  Whether it’s a Summer 
Musical of the Lion King or improving 
your on-stage skills through the Classic 
Acts class, the theater buffs will be 
happy.  Acting not your child’s thing?  No 
problem!  We have everything from Horse 
Camp to LEGOS, Robotics to Fencing, 
Art Classes to Czech Dancing and even 
Project Runway where your child can 
learn to sew a summer outfit.  Maybe 
your child will be a future inventor, don’t 
miss out on our “TCU Invents” week long 
camp!  There are even some brand new 
options available this summer: Ultimate 
Frisbee anyone?    

   Looking for summer child care for your 
school aged child?  

Summer KidZone is a childcare program 
designed for school-age kids entering 1st 
- 6th grade.  We have a structured daily 
schedule full of activities that stimulate 
the body and mind in a safe and fun 
environment.  The program is offered in 
Montgomery, Lonsdale and Le Center 
6am-6pm.  Flexible schedule options are 
available.  There are awesome weekly 
field trips to places like MN Zoo, Stages 
Theater, Waterparks, Bowling, NEY 
Nature Center and more.  
By Jesse Siebsen
KidZone and Youth Enrichment 
Coordinator

Elizabeth Christian
 is the daughter of Brent and Angie 
Christian. She is the captain of the 
TCU Swim Team, librarian and 
section leader of the choir. She is 
also involved in Encore, Titan Pride 
Group, National Honor Society, 
Student Council, One Act, musical, 
spring play, honor choirs, and solo 
ensemble. She has maintained a 
3.9 grade point average through 
high school and also earned an 
academic letter every semester. 
She has lettered in drama twice, 

and lettered in choir once. 
Christian stands out by the plethora 
of volunteer work she is involved in. 
She’s volunteered at blood drives 
and helps out in Emberlie Tellijohn’s 
Kindergarten classroom in  
Le Center. Christian tutors freshmen 
in AVID, a college preparation class, 
and volunteered by ditch cleaning. 
She also gets involved at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Le Center. There, 
she is an altar server, volunteers 
at various festivals, attends youth 
group, and participates in Dead 
Theologians Society. Christian’s 
favorite volunteer work is at 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word.
See page 8 for more information about 

Christian’s award 

With the recent passing of the Tri-City 
United bond referendum, our TCU 
community has shown an investment 
in early learning. And with this support, 
we are getting ready to do some new 
program vision planning! We are very 
hopeful to expand our programming 
at all 3 sites for the 2019-2020 school 
year to accommodate for our growing 
numbers. We will be acquiring some 
new spaces at TCU Lonsdale and TCU 
Montgomery, and are excited to plan 
for new opportunities! We have had 
wait lists in the past, but will now have 
room for more! All sites will have special 
education support including access 
to speech, occupational therapy, and 
physical therapy. Next year we will be 
adapting Second Step, a social and 

emotional curriculum, to help children 
gain the skills they need for social 
confidence and collaboration. We have 
already adapted and currently implement 
a curriculum map, and have academic 
pacing consistent across the district. With 
this stability across the district, we strive 
to have high levels of social, emotional, 
and academic experiences. We want 
to thank the Tri-City United community 
for supporting early education and for 
promoting the expansion of programs to 
our littlest of learners!

By Natalie Eckstein
TCU Early Childhood 
Coordinator

TC U Believes In Early  Learning!

What Can My  Child Do This Summer?

For more info contact Jesse Siebsen 
at jsiebsen@tcu2905.us  
or visit our website: 
www.tcu2905.us/page/4240

Minnesota State Excel Award Winner
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Titan Times District Information

Grandparent ’s Day
TCU Montgomery K - 4

  May 8th 1:00 pm Auditorium
TCU Le Center K - 4

  May 18th 1:00 pm Auditorium
TCU Lonsdale K - 4 

  May 11th 1:00 pm Gym

Track & Field  Days
TCU Montgomery 

May 18th
TCU Le Center

  May 11
TCU Lonsdale

May 2

Teacher Appreciation Week
May 7 - 11

High School Graduation
Friday

June 1st at 7:00 pm 
TCU HS Gym

Last Day  of School
June 1st

(This is a change from the original 
school calendar)

Graduation
The Tri-City United High School 
Class of 2018 will graduate on 
Friday evening, June 1st at 7 PM 
in the TCU HS gym.  
Continuing the process used in 
previous Tri-City United High 
School graduation ceremonies, 
2018 graduates will receive 8 
graduation ceremony tickets to 
disperse as she/he would like.  
All friends, family, & community 
members are welcome to attend 
our graduation ceremony, but 
those with tickets will be able 
to enter the gym prior to those 
without tickets.  
Twenty minutes prior to the 7 PM 
start of the ceremony, the doors 
to the gym are opened for all 
to enter and find a place to sit.  
Keep in mind that there will be 
a continuous free shuttle service 
between the TCU Montgomery 
PreK-8 School and TCU HS prior 
to the ceremony and will run until 
the last rider is back to his/her 
vehicle after the ceremony.  
This shuttle service is provided at 
no cost to the District by Palmer 
Bus Service and is a wonderful 
way to take the stress out of 
trying to park at the high school. 
Shuttle drop off and pick up is at 
the curb in the front of TCU HS.  
We hope to see one and all at the 
graduation ceremony to send off 
the Tri-City United High School 
TITANS Class of 2018 to the next 
stage of their lives.

By Alan Fitterer 
TCU High School 
Principal

“The Tri-City United High School faculty, staff, and administration thanks our wonderful 
community throughout the whole TCU School District for the outstanding support of our 

building bond referendum.  This will alleviate our over capacity within our classrooms, add 
a much needed agricultural shop area to enhance our CTE programming, and bring our 
fine arts programs up to a top notch level facility wise with the new auditorium/fine arts 
center; which will be used in multiple facets and bring area cultural and fine arts events 

and competitions and activities to our high school.  TCU HS will be a personalized learning 
destination for decades to come!  Thank you one; and thank you all!“ 

Alan Fitterer
TCU High School Principal

Want to be more involved in your child’s school? 
Become a tutor!
We are looking for a Minnesota Reading Corps tutor for 
the 2018-19 school year at TCU Lonsdale Elementary. You 

can work with K-3rd grade students every day, during the school day and help 
them become successful readers!
Reading Corps provides comprehensive training in strategies proven to help 
students build reading skills. Tutors are paid a living allowance and are eligible 
for up to $5,815 to pay tuition or repay student loans. Tutors 55 or older may 
gift the award to a child or grandchild. Tutors may be eligible for free health 
insurance and child care assistance.
Learn how you can get involved by visiting https://minnesotareadingcorps.org/. 
You can also help by telling a friend or family member (grandparents make 
great tutors, too!) about openings at TCU Lonsdale! Positions start in August 
for the 2018-19 school year. 
Questions? Contact Mollie Meyer at mmeyer@tcu2905.us

TCU Upcoming Events


