
This article was written the week of July 8, 2019 

Thanks to voter approval of Tri-City United’s two 
school funding requests, the building projects will 

be ready for student learning this fall of the 2019-2020 
school year.  The one portion of the referendum project 
that will need further time into the school year is the 
Auditorium, which will be called the Tri-City United 
Performing Arts Center.  

The start of the school year for students will be Tuesday, 
September 3, 2019; as set by the 2019-2020 school 
year calendar.  The classroom additions at TCU High 
School and renovations at TCU Le Center and TCU 
Montgomery completion will go right up to the start of the 
year, with punch list items continuing to be addressed 
into the school year, which is normal for construction 
projects. 

TCU High School 

The classrooms, science room, STEM/Project Lead 
the Way lab, and Ag Shop have come together and 
are enclosing to be ready for painting, case work, and 
installation of the many movable walls.  A key aspect of  
this addition is collaboration, flexibility, and creating 
learning spaces that reflect the types of areas that 
our students will experience in their future careers.  

In particular, the 
classroom and 
lab additions will 
look very different 
from the rest of 
the High School; 
which will provide 
students with a solid 
variety of learning 
opportunities. 

The Performing Arts Center is anticipated to be 
 completed at the end of November and is already  
forming as a unique venue that will create outstanding 
performing environments for our students and 
communities.  The seating area is wide, yet close to 
the stage in order to provide a close connection to 
the performance and incredible views and auditory 
experience. Our 
plans are for the 
TCU High School 
Winter Choir and 
Band Concert to 
be performed in 
the new Performing 
Arts Center.  The 
fall musical will be 
performed in the 
TCU Montgomery 
Auditorium.   

TCU Montgomery
This renovation 
is one that those 
who remember the 
lower level area and 
mat rooms will be 
completely amazed.  
The entire area has 
been opened up 
and is now being 
recreated for learning 

and movement spaces to highly serve and support our 
youngest learners.  The secured entry addition and 
Community Education office will be a welcoming and 
easy to find location for our community members.  The 
Parent/Child Open House for our TCU Montgomery 
Early Childhood has been moved into September to 
allow for the complete move in of the classrooms for 
Little Titans  Preschool and ECFE programming.

TCU Le Center
This is another 
renovation that is 
truly transforming 
the main entrance of 
TCU Le Center for 
safety and security 
for our students, 
staff, and families. 
The entire office 
area is shifting to the 

south so that all who enter the school during the student 
day will need to check in with our incredible office staff.  
The flow and area will be welcoming, while maintaining 
a “know who is in our schools” ability.  
As mentioned before, the HVAC replacement is a huge 
project; one that will impact 17 classrooms and the 
students’ learning environment throughout the entire 
school year with air flow, ventilation, and consistency 

in temperatures. 
An HVAC system 
is core to a healthy 
area so students and 
staff can focus on 
learning and not on 
how hot or cold the 
temperatures are; or 
the quality of air flow. 
 

This article continues at the bottom of page 3 with 
updates about the TCU Lonsdale project.
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A message from superintendent dr. Teri Preisler

Stay up-to-date on Tri-City United Construction Projects

Community Open House

New to our area?  
Here’s how to enroll your child at 
Tri-City United School District

Families new to our Tri-City United 
School District and area can easily 
enroll your child (children) online at 
tcu2905.us or at:

TCU District Office
101 2nd Street NE Montgomery, MN

or at any of our schools

We have enrollment packets 
available with general registration 
information, educational benefits 
applications, and bus registration.
Please provide:
• Pupil immunization records
• Name, address, and phone 

number of previous school
• Proof of age and name 

of student such as on a 
birth certificate or passport 
(Kindergarten only).

We hope to make the enrollment 
process as smooth as possible. If 
you have any questions, please call 
Brenda Rosier at 507.364.8100.  

 www.tcu2905.us

Enroll now

TCU Lonsdale Sept. 12th 5:30-7:30 pm

TCU Le Center Sept.16th 4:30-7:30 pm

TCU Montgomery Sept. 17th 5:30-7:30 pm

TCU High School  Dec. 10th  5:30-7:30 pm
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Come out to see the bui lding projects!



TCU High School Tues. 8/27 6:00 - 9:00 pm
TCU Montgomery K - 8 Wed. 8/28 4:30 - 7:30 pm
TCU Le Center K - 8 Wed. 8/28 4:30 - 7:30 pm
TCU Lonsdale K - 6 Wed. 8/28 4:00 - 7:00 pm
Little Titans Preschool Thurs. 9/5 4:00 - 6:00 pm

B a c k  t o  s c h o o l

Parent/Guardian and Student 

O p e n  H o u s e

Dear TCU Families and Members of our Communities and 
Surrounding Area, 

On behalf of our Tri-City United School District, Staff, and School 
Board, we hope you have experienced a relaxing and fun summer; 
as we are preparing for an exciting and many “Firsts” for the 2019-
2020 school year.  We are honored to serve the students, families, 
and residents of Tri-City United and the surrounding area.  
TCU is definitely a school district known for connecting and 
building relationships; a learning environment where students are 
known and cared for as individuals, and parents/guardians are 
respected as partners in learning.  Feedback from this past year’s 
Parent/Guardian Survey indicated that 96% strongly agree/agree 
with feeling welcome in our schools.  93% indicated, “My child 
feels safe at school” and 97% indicated, “Staff at my child’s school 
treats parents/guardians of all races/ethnicities respectfully”.  
Multiple building projects will be completed this fall and our 
students will experience safe, healthy learning environments, and 
classroom additions that support high levels of collaboration and 
engagement. You will definitely want to check out this newsletter’s 
updates of the building projects happening in each of our Tri-City 
United communities.  It has been unbelievable to witness the 
progress and vision of so many people within our communities 
coming to reality. 
The 2019-2020 school year will also be the start of many “Firsts” 
for our TCU students.  Below are just a few examples: 
• Students in grades 7 - 12 will have the opportunity to compete 

in Soccer this fall as a part of TCU’s inaugural Minnesota State 
High School League; 

• New career, college, and life readiness courses will be offered 
with Careers course moving to the Junior High level, and High 
School level courses:  Investing in Your Future (a combination of 
ag/general construction and personal finance),  Introduction to 
Ag, Food, & Natural Resources (AFNR), and Wood Fabrication;  

• Grand openings of the building projects additions and 
renovations;    

• Expanded Little Titans Preschool to offering 5 day a week 
programming and WRAP; before and after Preschool childcare 
at each of our elementary schools; 

We hope that you find this newsletter and the electronic updates 
helpful in learning more about the great things happening at Tri-
City United as we live our mission: 
To Empower Learners
Create Opportunities
United for Success

With highest regard,

Teri M. Preisler, Ed.D. 
Tri-City United Superintendent

A message from superintendent dr. Teri Preisler

The start of many “firsts”

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S
8/22   United for Healthy Youth Day
9/3     First Day of School
9/16   Fiesta in Le Center
10/7   Homecoming Week Begins
10/12 Homecoming Dance

10/24 High School Fall Music Concert
10/28 Lonsdale Listening Session
11/15 Fall Musical
11/16 Fall Musical
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Titan Spotlight
Tri-City United earned the Minnesota Department of Education’s Finance Award for 2018.  This is 
based upon timeliness of submissions, accuracy in financial reporting, and fiscally sound audit reports.  
This is TCU’s 5th consecutive year of earning this award and a huge thanks goes to our TCU Business 
Office and every staff member with completion of purchase orders, student activities, overseeing 
budgets, etc.  Great work everyone!

TCU Le Center K-8 School has been named a “2019 Sustained Exemplar Model 
PBIS School!” This means that our awesome efforts in making great decisions, 
showing respect, being prepared, and goal setting to achieve excellence has led 
our school to be recognized among the best in the state of Minnesota!

Titan Trap Team placed 6th at State with 479 total points. Team 1st in Novice, 
Team 1st in JV, and Team 3rd in Varsity. Highest Conference Average - Ben Sladek, 
High Gun JV Male - Colton Rozeboom 1st, High Gun Novice Male - Emerson 
Fashant 1st, and High Gun Novice Female - Trinity Turek 1st.  
Great job Titans!

The TCU Titan Special Olympics was established a little over two years ago 
through TCU Community Education. This past Spring and into Summer season, 
we had 18 athletes participate in swimming. Swimming took place on Wednesday 
evenings with Head Coach Melissa Bell and other assistant coaches assisting 
along the way. 

In April, we sent our athletes to Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter, MN for the 
Area Competition. We had a fantastic showing with numerous athletes qualifying for the State Summer Games at St. Thomas 
University in June. While at the State Summer Games, we had seven athletes who placed in the Top 6 with some taking 
home the gold medal! We are very proud of all our Special Olympic athletes who participated in swimming and our other 
athletic programs throughout the year. Go Titans! 

TCU High School’s new Career & Technology Education (CTE) department course within the Ag 
Science area is “Introduction to Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources”.  Within our TCU HS 
CTE Department, students can qualify to earn Articulated Credit, which is awarded when a student earns 
at least a B in specific CTE courses in Ag Science, Business Education, Computer Science, Industrial 
Education, and FaCS (Family and Consumer Science), and demonstrates mastery on specific skills and 
assessments within that course.  After graduating high school, a student can then take his/her earned 
Articulated Credit certificate to the 2-year institution that one plans to attend and have college credit 
awarded, saving the student both time and money that would have been spent on that course in college.  

Mr. Barry Schmidt and new full-time Ag Science / Tech / Foods teacher Ms. Hayley Faber (pictured) can’t wait to use the 
new Ag and Tech spaces at the high school.

Continued from page 1

The eight classroom addition to TCU Lonsdale is invigorating, 
collaborative, and will be ready for student learning this fall.  
The design is similar to the current west end of the school, yet 
modernized and age appropriate for our Kindergarten, First, 
and possibly Second Grade sections students.  Kindergarten 
classrooms have 
bathrooms within the area 
for student needs and First 
grade classrooms have 
movable walls between 
rooms for sharing and 
collaboration of learning 
activities. 

The Commons area in the 
center of the addition will be 
excellent for large group and 
small group activities and 
instruction; with project based 
learning spaces and state of 
the art audio/visual supports 
and equipment. 

TCU Lonsdale building project update
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TCU High School

Principal Alan Fitterer
507.364.8111

TCU Montgomery

Principal Deb Dwyer
507.364.8119

TCU Le Center

Principal Brian Grensteiner
507.357.6802

TCU Lonsdale

Principal Mollie Meyer
507.744.3900

W E L C O M E  B A C K  T i t a n s

If you have had the opportunity 
to drive by Tri-City United 
High School, one notices very 
quickly the incredible amount of 
new construction that is taking 
place at the high school as the 
new classrooms, Agricultural 
Wood / Technology Shop, and 
Performing Arts Center have all 
become a visual reality!  The 
classrooms and Ag Science 
shop spaces will be ready for the 
start of the 2019-20 school year 
with the Performing Arts Center 
ready to host events around the 
first week of December.  These 
are extremely exciting times for 
our Titan high schoolers, for the 
TCU HS faculty and staff, and for 
the Titan community across our 
District!
Within the new classrooms, one 
will find state-of-art personalized 
and flexible furniture for our high 
school Titans. Students can 
stand, sit, and kneel; as well as 
move around the classroom with 
ease during their learning and 
work time. See-through walls, 
walls as whiteboards, and open 
air classrooms are part of the 
design.  
A vehicle lift is being installed in 
the current Ag Science Shop to 
be used in our new “Investing In 
Your Future” course.  This shop 
will also continue to house our 
welding courses. Our new Wood 
Fabrication course will be in the 
new shop.  
Mr. John Head and our Project 
Lead the Way (PLTW) courses 
will be sharing a wall and a rolling 
garage door with our new Ag 
Science / Tech Shop allowing 
for collaboration in project 
development and high-tech 
resources being shared and used 
in both our PLTW and Ag Science 
programs.
Welcome back one and all! 
Go Titans!

Lazy days at the lake/pool, riding 
bikes, ballgames and sleeping in 
are some of the summer activities 
that will soon be fond memories as 
summer vacation slowly comes 
to an end. We are extremely 
excited to say, “Welcome Back!” 
to our students and families. 
The 2019-2020 school year 
promises to be another year filled 
with opportunities for all of our 
students as our teachers, staff 
and administrators strive to find 
more ways that we can be even 
better than we’ve been before.
The summer months at TCU 
Montgomery have been filled 
with busyness and preparations 
for the upcoming school year. 
Our Elementary Media Center 
has taken on a new look! Gone 
are the fixed desktop computers. 
This new space will become a 
flexible learning space for our 
students. The fixed computers 
will be replaced with a new cart of 
Chromebook computers for our 
students to access throughout 
the day. 
We are excited to continue our 
“ROCKS” program again this 
year. We are looking forward to 
sharing our weekly “Titan Tribute” 
students each week on our 
Facebook page!
As we look forward to the start 
of the new school year, we are 
thrilled to be able to have a newly 
renovated space for our littlest 
learners! The new Community 
Education and Preschool area 
will be a magnificent addition not 
only to our site, but also to our 
communities!
We are looking forward to working 
together with our families and 
communities to make our school 
a great place to learn and work 
every day!

We are excited to have our 
students, families and staff back 
at school!  Here are a few things 
to look forward to and celebrate.
TCU Le Center was Nationally 
recognized as a “2019 
Distinguished School” through 
our Project Lead The Way (STEM) 
programs for the 2nd year in a 
row, and also, we earned State 
recognition as a “2019 Sustained 
Exemplar Model PBIS School!” 
Our awesome efforts in making 
great decisions, showing respect, 
being prepared, and goal setting 
to achieve excellence has led our 
school to be recognized among 
the best in the state of Minnesota 
and the nation! 
We are also excited to expand 
our AVID program schoolwide 
this year.   AVID is a college and 
career pathway program that 
helps students plan, research, 
and prepare for college and 
careers, as well as, learn skills to 
help them be successful adults.  
In addition to academics, you will 
notice some structural building 
changes. Because of the support 
our local communities have 
shown, we have added a new 
safe and secure main entry, new 
counseling, therapy, nursing 
and main office area. Heating, 
cooling, and fresh air exchangers 
have been replaced with more 
efficient units in classrooms 
east of the main office. Lastly, 
an overhaul of the band room 
has happened to create a more 
high quality and inspiring space 
to make music!  Please attend 
our Community Open House on 
Monday, September 16th, from 
4:30 - 7:30 pm, to see all of the 
new and inviting spaces! 
Lastly, we would like to invite 
you to our start of the school 
year TCU Le Center K-8 Open 
House on Wednesday, August 
28th, from 4:30-7:30 pm.   School 
pictures will be taken at this time.  
Yes, there is much new to 
celebrate at TCU Le Center!   
Go Titans! 

Welcome Back Students and 
Families to TCU Lonsdale 
Elementary!
As summer is coming to an 
end, we are eager to see each 
of you and begin our 2019-20 
school year. Please mark your 
calendars for our Fall Open 
House on Wednesday, August 
28 from 4:00-7:00 pm. Your child 
will be able to settle into their new 
learning space, so that they are 
ready to begin their first day of 
school on September 3, 2019. 
We are thrilled to be opening 
our school year with the 
addition of eight classrooms. 
The implementation of 
flexible, collaborative learning 
environments has been extended 
to these new rooms and we are 
thrilled to have our K-2 students 
access this space. With the 
addition of this space, we will be 
able to offer designated areas 
for Project Lead the Way and 
sensory integration. We look 
forward to your attendance at our 
Community Open House! 
While much of our summer has 
been focused on fine-tuning our 
learning environments, our staff is 
eager and dedicated to continuing 
our work on implementation of 
Universal Design for Learning 
(UDL). This work helps to 
ensure that each student has 
the environment, tools, and skills 
needed to meet their individual 
needs and reduce unnecessary 
barriers. We began this work 
during the 2018-19 school 
year and will be taking deeper 
dives into intentional, proactive 
planning that recognizes every 
learner is unique. 
We are looking forward to a year 
of building relationships, sparking 
critical thinking, and igniting a 
passion for learning!
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WHAT’S NEW IN OUR SCHOOLS?
W h at ’s  c o o k i n ’ ?
TCU Food Service

This summer we wanted to grow something 
new to use when school starts and create a 
buzz for the addition of dill dip in our fresh 
vegetable stations throughout the Titan 
Cafes. Grown worldwide, fresh dill, with its 
wispy, feathery leaves, is a culinary herb most 
often used as a pickling spice. (see recipe 
below) Alongside the dill, the warm weather 
and rain showers have given a boost to the 
garden chives as they are stretching out over 
our herb garden table. Some of our garden 
tables are home to a variety of tomatoes 
which should be ready to go by the end of 
August, just in time for our garden salads. 
The strawberry patch has been expanded 
this summer. We look forward to many more 
berries next season. We give many thanks 
to our culinary green thumb enthusiast Liz 
Krocak and little helpers for donating the 
garden soil and prepping our garden tables 
for the new growing season. If you get the 
chance to buy or pick fresh green beans this 
summer, give our pickled green beans recipe 
a try.

Kindness is free, sprinkle it everywhere

Food service director Amy sauter

Our Schoolyard Gardens: 
“It’s a Big Dill”

2019-2020 MEAL PRICES
BREAKFAST LUNCH

Grades 1 - 6      $1.65 Grades K - 6   $2.60
Grades 7 - 12    $1.65 Grades 7 - 12  $2.90
Reduced Price  $0.00 Reduced         $0.00
Kindergarten     $0.00 *Extra Milk for each meal is $.50

The summer of 2019 saw building in each 
of our communities. While classrooms 

were being constructed and renovated,  
Tri-City United educators continued to build 
their own skills to Empower Learners through 
multiple experiences. 
In partnership with Minnesota State University, 
Mankato, Tri-City United participated in 
the PDS Summer Institute in Mankato on 
June 11th. Twenty Tri-City United Educators 
and Administrators attended sessions to 
learn about what area schools are doing to 
meet student needs for Equity and Social/
Emotional Learning and to share our own 
strategies. TCU educators presented five 

sessions around topics crucial for student 
learning including mindfulness, Titan Pride, 
and effective design for all student success.
Titan educators attended this year’s AVID 
Summer Institute in Minneapolis. AVID 
(Advancement Via Individual Determination) 
is a system of support designed to teach 
students behaviors of academic and social 
success and is entering its third year at TCU 
7-12. TCU Le Center and TCU Montgomery 
elementary educators began planning to 
implement success strategies (focused note 
taking, organization of materials, reading and 
writing strategies, social-emotional learning, 
inquiry, and many other skills).  TCU Lonsdale 

is continuing the implementation of UDL 
(Universal Design for Learning).
Personalized professional development 
has supported TCU teachers to research 
and create new opportunities for student 
learning. Summer 2019 research included: 
implementing writing strategies in the 
elementary, creating resources for small 
group student learning work, and aligning 
English and social studies topics. 
The summer of 2019 was full of learning 
dedicated to reinforcing and improving 
instruction and school systems to meet the 
needs of Tri-City United Students. 

Technology and curriculum update by Matthew flugum

Summer teacher learning

The 2019-2020 activity season will 
be full of changes.  The new TCU 

Performing Arts Center will be one of the 
most dramatic changes TCU has seen in 
a long time.  It will be an amazing venue 
for our Arts.  Starting this winter,  you will 
all be treated to one of the finest stages 
in the area for Band, Choir, Speech, 
Plays and many other performances.  
On the sports scene we will see the 
addition of a new TCU sport.  Soccer will 
be here this fall for both the Boys and Girls.  
Carey Langer, a long time soccer coach, 
will be leading the new Titan program. 

   

Two of TCU’s most recognized coaches 
have retired from coaching, thus giving 
us a few new Head Coaches.  Paul 
Norgren and Shaun Timmerman will be 
taking over for Brian Mikel in Wrestling, 
and Phil Murray has stepped down as 
Head Softball Coach so we are in the 
process of finding a replacement on 
the diamond to lead the Titan Softball 
program.  Volleyball will have a new 
Head Coach in Renae Chappuis and we 
are in the process of finding a New Head 
Golf coach for this upcoming spring as 
well.
We will also see a few new locations 
this coming year compared to last 
year.  Soccer will play games at both 
the High School and the new Soccer 
field in Lonsdale.  Baseball and Softball 
are also planning on returning back to 
Montgomery as the main Varsity site for 
the 2020 season with fields in Le Center 
and Lonsdale continuing to be used.

TCU activities director Chad Johnson

Changes are coming



Brittney tiede
C l a s s  o f  2 0 1 9

Brit tney was selected to be a f inal ist 
for Princess Kay of the Milky Way 
this past May.
How did you get involved with 
dairy farms growing up?
I  grew up on a dairy farm. My family 
had 40 cows. I  st i l l  work at a nearby 
dairy farm too.
What Princess Kay of the Milky 
Way events have you participated 
in?
Princesses part icipate in the local 
county events. I  was in the Scott 
and Le Sueur County and Kolacky 
Days Parades. I  have also served ice 
cream to kids and famil ies at banks 
and other locations this summer. 
How did you feel when you first 
found out you were a Princess Kay 
of the Milky Way finalist?
At the end of May I spent the 
weekend at the workshop with 70 
other candidates from al l  around 
Minnesota. I  did not think I would be 
a f inal ist;  I  just wanted to go for the 
experience. I  was very surprised! I 
told myself I  wasn’t going to cry, but 
then I saw my dad tearing up.

What finalists’ events are you 
looking forward to this summer?
There is a f inal ist event in Rochester. 
I  am also excited for the judging 
event and the state fair.
What do you plan on doing with the 
90 pound butter sculpture?
I  plan to donate some of i t  to the 
FFA  Alumni and my 4H group in Le 
Sueur. I  also want to do a movie and 
popcorn night and use the butter to 
make popcorn.
What activities were you involved 
in at TCU?
I  was in theater, tennis, FFA, WE 
Team, softbal l ,  and choir.

S t u dy i n g  A g  b u s i n e s s 
a n d  d a i r y  s c i e n c e 
at  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  o f 
w i s c o n s i n -  r i v e r  fa l l s

This summer I re-read a book called 
“Together is Better” by Simon Sinek and 
the focus of the book is about how teams 
get more done and are more effective 
when they are working together.  I 
couldn’t help but make the comparison 
to effective IEP (Individual Education 
Program) teams and when we work 
together - school and parents - we can 
achieve great things.  As we move into 
‘back to school’ mode and mindset, I 
am reflecting on how to ensure we have 
strong partnerships with our students’ 
parents. 
Here are some strategies for parents 
of students receiving special education 
services. 
1 Connect with your student’s 
case manager early in the year.   
If you haven’t met him/her before 
because they are new or a change has 
been made, open house is a perfect 
opportunity to introduce yourself and 
your child to him/her.  Make sure you 
tell your child’s case manager all of the 
strengths your student has and any topic 
they are really interested in.
2 If you have any concerns 
or questions, let us know!   
Our goal is to make sure you feel 
comfortable about the plan we have in 

place for your child.  When you connect 
with your child’s case manager, let them 
know if you prefer communication via 
email or phone and make sure we have 
all of your current contact information so 
we can keep in touch.
3 Review your child’s IEP prior 
to the start of the year just to re-
familiarize yourself with the plan.   
Please know, we will make sure all of your 
student’s new teachers will be informed 
of any modifications or accommodations 
they are required to have.  If you see 
anything that doesn’t seem to fit with 
your student any longer, reach out and 
let us know your concern.
4 Stay in the loop with changes 
that occurred over the summer.  
It is surprising how much can happen 
over three months.  Please let your 
child’s case manager know if anything 
happened over the summer that might 
impact them this upcoming school year.  
Sometimes shifts in family dynamics or 
health needs can affect students and 
when we are in the know, we can better 
support them.  
We look forward to partnering with you 
this upcoming school year because we 
believe that TOGETHER IS BETTER! 

TCU special services director holle spessard

Together is better
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Thank you TCU Voters! Between the classroom 
additions, renovations, safety and security 
improvements along with the new Performing 
Arts Center, construction is in full swing. 
Outside of the Performing Arts Center which 
is scheduled to be completed towards the end 
of November, a majority of the construction 
projects will soon be coming to a close. We’re 
planning on having an Open House at each 
location to show you, our TCU community, 
what was approved through the referendum. 
At each site, we’ll be providing tours of what 
was completed. There will also be food and 
beverages available along with possible other 
activities each evening. More information will 
be provided as we get closer to those dates. 
For your convenience, here’s the tentative 
Open House dates and times for each location. 
We hope to see you there! 

TCU Lonsdale 
Thursday, September 12th  

5:30pm-7:30pm
TCU Le Center 

Monday, September 16th  
4:30pm-7:30pm

TCU Montgomery 
Tuesday, September 17th  

5:30pm-7:30pm
TCU High School 

Tuesday, December 10th 
5:30pm-7:30pm. 

TCU Community education director Layne wilbright

Community open houses



How did you get involved in the 
school when you were a student?
As a student, I  ran track and cross 
country. I  part icipated on TCU’s 
dance team as well  as dancing at a 
local studio. I  was also involved in 
FFA and student counci l .
What teachers and/or staff did 
you connect with while at TCU?
My favorite class by far in high 
school was art with Mr. Barnack.  
I ’m pretty sure I took an art class 
almost every semester of high 
school.  English and math weren’t 
my favorite topics in school, but Ms. 
Davidson and Mrs. Saemrow made 
these classes interesting and easy 
to understand.  I  even went so far 
as to save notes from their classes 
and use them for reference when I 
was in col lege.  Mr. Schmidt was an 
awesome FFA advisor and helped 
out so much as our team prepared 
for nationals.  I  also had great 
connections with al l  of my track, 
cross country, and dance coaches.  
Final ly, I  have to include my mom, 
Mrs. Carson, on this l ist.   I t  was 
awesome to always have her at 
school with me!

What is your favorite high school 
memory?
One highl ight of high school would 
be part icipating at the national level 
in FFA and taking home 5th place 
with my team.  Another favorite 
memory of mine would have to be 
the annual Pizza Ranch run during 
cross country when the whole 
team would run to New Prague 
and celebrate with al l  the pizza we 
could eat!
What are your future plans?
I  am st i l l  an avid runner!  I  have 
completed a few half marathons 
and I f inished my f irst ful l  marathon 
in 2017.  I  plan to train for another 
half / ful l  marathon within the next 
year.  I  have also been planning 
tr ips abroad in my t ime off.   I ’ l l  be 
travel ing to Thailand in June and 
I hope to keep exploring the world 
when I have t ime off work!

R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e  at 
Va n d e r b i lt  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r 
N a s h v i l l e ,  T N
G r a d u at e d  f r o m  A u g u s ta 
U n i v e r s i t y  i n  M ay  2 0 1 9

Sara Fisher
C l a s s  o f  2 0 1 4

The 2017 Minnesota Legislative Session 
brought forward the MN State Statute 

273.1387 School Building Bond Agricultural 
Credit, which established a 40% agricultural 
school bond credit on all existing and 
future bond referendums.  Ag land owners 
experienced a 40% reduction in their share 
of any school bond in their School District.  
This past year, the 2019 Minnesota 
Legislative Session expanded the tax credit 
up to 70%. The credit will grow to 50% next 
year, 55% in 2021, 60% in 2022 and 70% in 
2023.
So what does this mean for Ag 
landowners throughout Tri-City United 
School District?  
It is important to remember that at the time 
of consolidation, both of the previous school 
districts had existing bond debt.  Previous 
 Le Center School District had the bond for the 
addition that added classrooms for grades  
4 - 8 and the gymnasium and commons 
area. That bond concluded on February 1, 
2017.
Previous Montgomery-Lonsdale had bonds 
related to building the elementary school in 
Lonsdale, renovating the previous M-L grade 
5 - 12 to create the current Montgomery K-8 
School, and building/renovating of the high 
school.   

At the start of our TCU consolidation, the 
agreement was that each previous district 
would continue to fund their respective 
previous bond debt.  Due to this agreement 
to finish paying off previous bond debt, 
property owners in the previous Montgomery-
Lonsdale School District have a higher 
proportion of current school bond debt, thus 
will have a larger tax credit on Ag land.  
The current 2018 Bond Referendum is based 
upon Tri-City United as a whole rather than 
the previous school districts or community 
locations. 

The graphic below shows the impact of the 
40% to 70% tax credit on Ag land throughout 
our TCU School District.
Community members throughout Tri-
City United value the rural way of life, the 
closeness that our communities provide, 
and a solid education for our children.  The 
Ag2School Tax Credit on school bonds 
provides a more equitable state share of 
the costs of facilities for educating students 
throughout rural Minnesota. 

TCU Business services director jean kopp

Did You Know?  Minnesota Ag2School Tax Credit Expanded up to 70%

Former ML District 

Ag Land + 
Homestead

320 acres
$6,000/acre
$200,000 home

Pay 19:
Add’l Credit:

Tax/Acre:

$3,605
-$312
$3,293

$3,605
-$468
$3,137

$3,605
-$624
$2,980

 $3,605
-$936
$2,668

Non-Homestead 
Ag Land Only $6,000/acre

Pay 19:
Add’l Credit:

Tax/Acre:

$16.56
-$1.94
$14.62

$16.56
-$2.91
$13.65

$16.56
-$3.88
$12.68

 $16.56
-$5.83
$10.73

Former LC District

Ag Land + 
Homestead

320 acres
$6,000/acre
$200,000 home

Pay 19:
Add’l Credit:

Tax/Acre:

$2,659
-$192
$2,467

$2,659
-$288
$2,371

$2,659
-$384
$2,275

 $2,659
-$576
$2,083

Non-Homestead 
Ag Land Only $6,000/acre

Pay 19:
Add’l Credit:

Tax/Acre:

$12.08
-$1.20
$10.88

$12.08
-$1.79
$10.29

$12.08
-$2.39
$9.69

 $12.08
-$3.59
$8.49

Impact of Ag2School Credit Increase
Taxes Payable Year:

Tax Credit:
2020
50%

2021
55%

2022
60%

2023 & Beyond
70%
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H District website: www.tcu2905.us

H E-Newsletter:  

Sign up for TCU Updates at tcu2905.us

H JMC Online parent access 

H Local newspaper articles 2x per month

H KCHK : TCU Superintendent radio show  the 

1st  Friday of each month at 12:35 pm

H Facebook: Tri-City United Public Schools

H Twitter: @TCU2905

Stay connected with TCU!
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SIGN UP FOR OUR SEMI-MONTHLY E-NEWSLETTER 
 FOR UPDATES ABOUT OUR SCHOOLS & PROGRAMS!

VISIT TCU2905.US TO SIGN UP

If you or someone you know has moved into our district 
within the past 5 years or had an addition to the family, 
including a birth or adoption, complete our community 
census.

Your Family Counts

Visit new2.tcu2905.usO n l i n e Call  507.364.8107P h o n e

Being counted is important because...
You will be informed of all Early Childhood Family 
Education activities, Early Childhood Screening, other 
Community Education programs, and important school 
district information.

C o m p l e t e  t h e  C o m m u n i t y 
C e n s u s

Please complete the survey online or by phone.

 H Aquatics H Adult Enrichment H Adult Recreation & Fitness H Adult Basic Education H 
H Driver’s Education H Early Childhood Family Education (ECFE) H  

H KidZone School Age Care  H Little Titans Preschool H Special Olympics H 
H Youth Enrichment H Youth Recreation H Youth Sports H

Register online at tricity.cr3.rschooltoday.com/public/home/

www.tcu2905.us  H 507.364.8107

Fall 2019 

COMMUNITY EDUCATION
MONTGOMERY H LONSDALE H LE CENTER

Registration 
Is Now Open!

Contenido traducido adentro!

Something for Everyone!


