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As we approach the beginning of the 2021-22 school year, we are encouraged by the thought of
having our students back in our classrooms.  We are excited to get back to teaching and learning
in a model we know meets our community's needs.

For us to sustain a long and healthy pattern of school days in the in-person model, we need all
members of the learning community to do their part managing their health.  We will continue to
offer the best educational practices we can for as long as we can with the staff we have to support
students in the classrooms.

Things to consider as we move through the first semester and back into the cold and flu season.
● If you are sick and not feeling well, stay home. In general, this is the best policy and

should be followed regardless of what the illness is.  We’ll work with students  to get
caught up when they are feeling better and ready to learn.

● If you have tested positive for COVID-19, stay home and isolate yourself from
others for 10 days. You may return to school after the 10 days have been completed and
you have no symptoms managed by medication. Follow the guidance and
recommendations of your family physician and work with your School Health Office.

For those students and others that are considered Close Contacts and have not tested positive for
COVID-19, we have some recommendations for you.  At Sibley East Public Schools there is no
requirement for quarantine of those not testing positive for COVID-19 and living with or
exposed to someone that has tested positive for COVID-19. However, steps can be taken to
limit the spread of COVID-19 and to improve our ability to keep our schools open.  These
options are given so that you can make an informed decision if your student is returning to
school.

● Acceptable recommendation - this is the minimum requirement by Sibley East Public
Schools:

○ Return to school, monitor for symptoms, wearing a mask is encouraged

● Good recommendation - provides some information after 5 days if needed:
○ Return to school, monitor for symptoms, test regularly for negative result,

wearing a mask is encouraged

● Better - provides an added level of protection for all while still in school and waiting for
test and results:

○ Return to school, wear a mask for five days, monitor for symptoms, test regularly
for negative result
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● Best - we can work with the family to support instruction while staying healthy and
monitoring for symptoms:

○ Quarantine at home, wear a mask, monitor for symptoms.
**Work with your School Health Office on length of quarantine**

If you are vaccinated and with another person that tests positive for COVID-19 you do not need
to quarantine; monitor your health and continue with your daily routine.

If you are / were wearing a mask and with another person that tests positive for COVID-19
and they are / were also wearing a mask, you do not need to quarantine; monitor your health and
continue with your daily routine.

We will continue to provide these district wide mitigation strategies:
● As required by federal law, masks are mandatory of all student riding school buses
● Providing hand washing stations and access to hand sanitizer
● Frequent cleaning/disinfection of high touch surfaces
● Social distancing
● HVAC systems running at capacity
● Continued COVID-19 testing opportunities for both students and staff
● Student showing any symptoms of illness will be sent home per our usual school process

Sibley East Public Schools will continue to work with local health agencies and our community
to provide a safe, secure, and healthy learning environment for all. Sibley East Public Schools
is developing the capability to provide COVID-19 Rapid Testing for all students and staff
at any time by request. Watch for further information about this.

We will continue to monitor information from the Minnesota Department of Health and
Minnesota Department of Education for any new information or requirements.  We appreciate
your continued flexibility and understanding as we work hard to have a wonderful school year.

Please contact the Health Offices at any time during the school day.
Gaylord Health Office: 507-237-3317 Arlington Health Office: 507-964-8240

Respectfully,

Dr. Joseph A. Libby
Superintendent, Sibley East Public Schools
joseph.libby@sibleyeast.org
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