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On the home front, as well as at school, Seniors are busy with graduation preparations and planning 

out the last details for life beyond high school. In order to prepare for graduation, Seniors have been 

busy applying for scholarships and working hard to make sure that their last two-quarters of grades 

are as high as possible. Monday, May 21, at 6 PM it the date set for the Annual Senior Banquet. 

As we begin the 

fourth quarter 

of the school 

year, it is the 

perfect time to reflect on every-

thing we have accomplished so 

far this year and what we still 

have to finish up before the sum-

mer officially starts.  
 It is important to recognize 

those around us who have helped 

us get to where we are today; and 

those who will be there to help 

us get to where we are going 

tomorrow. At the same time, it is 

equally important to share the 

gifts we have and give back.  The 

month of March focused on the 7

-Mindset, “Live to Give”. North-

east Range students and the local 

community put their best self 

forward and gave back to the 

school and those in need.  
 The elementary SOS pro-

gram set up a collection for a 

local animal shelter and the high 

school collected items to put in 

backpacks for children and 

young adults that find themselves 

in need as they move through the 

foster program.  
 In addition, many groups 

have volunteered to sponsor a 

class during MCA testing. Spon-

sors will provide a healthy snack 

and beverage on testing days in 

April. This simple act of kind-

ness goes a long way and shows 

our students that we care about 

them and their success.  
 Thank you to all of the 

teachers, students, community 

members, as well as local groups 

and businesses for supporting our 

students and other young adults 

in need.  
     The Senior Class of 2018 has 

been spending time with elemen-

tary students and taking extra 

care to leave behind a legacy that 

is worth remembering.  
 According to the 7-Mindsets 

program, “The true meaning of 

your life happens when it trans-

cends and becomes greater than 

you as a person. To leave a lega-

cy, find your passion, then orient 

your life around the legacy you 

want to leave.”  
 As the Seniors are preparing 

for graduation, they are discover-

ing more about themselves and 

who they want to become as in-

dividuals. They are looking for 

what matters most in their lives 

and what path they want to take 

to get there.  

NIGHTHAWK NATION - LIVE TO GIVE 
Nighthawk Squawk  



Northeast Range School and Volunteers in Edu-

cation are looking for volunteers to help after 

school with students on Tuesdays from 3:30-5 

pm with a newly formed homework circle.   

       This homework 

circle is  made up of 

students, grades 6-12 

who need a little 

guidance and help 

with completing 

their homework. If 

you have a gift of 

time and want to 

give back to these 

students and our school, please contact VinE 

coo rd in ator ,  Chr i s t ine  Ma cka i  a t 

cmackai@isd2142.k12.mn.us or call the school at 

218-827-3101.   

W E  N E E D  Y O U !   

V O L U N T E E R  T O D A Y  

by Fledgling News Writer 
CLASSROOM GRANDPARENT 

 The first grade class is participating in the Grandparents Pro-

gram. Local Community member and First Grade Grandparent, Mar-

ian Swanson, has been coming in to volunteer in the first grade 

classroom all school year. Grandma Marian reads with students, 

helps the teacher, Mrs. Mickle, with classroom projects, and gives 

her love freely to all of the students. Recently, Grandma Marian 

helped the students plant flowers.  
 The first grade students will learn as they watch the plants grow 

and blossom this spring. If you are interested in becoming a class-

room grandparent or would like to volunteer at the school, please 

call or stop by the school office today. VinE Volunteer Coordinator 

Christine Mackai is available to answer your questions and help find 

the perfect fit for you and your talents at our school.  

by Maude Lenz, Senior News Writer 

Youth in Action (YIA), one of our many 

groups at Northeast Range, is actively 

involved in our local area communities. 

The members of YIA began their Buddy Backpack 

project last year. This project is a nationwide effort by 

many schools to provide children and teens in foster 

care with a few everyday essentials when they have to 

move from house to house suddenly.   

 Each class provided a different item to contribute 

to our care packages. Everything from hygiene prod-

ucts to toys were collected. Local community groups, 

businesses and organization also donated to directly 

help fill the backpacks. The Northeast Range members 

led by Mr. Donais will be collaborating with schools 

across the Iron Range to pack bags for local foster 

children who may lose all of their possessions when 

moving from house to house. Thank you to all of the 

students, community members, groups and businesses 

who helped make this amazing project possible!  

BUDDY BACKPACK 

by Fledgling News Writer 
LET’S EAT GREEN 

 Friday, March 16, the first grade class celebrated St. 

Patrick’s Day by trying different green vegetables and 

fruit. Each student brought in something to share. Stu-

dents ate some of their favorites and tried something 

new too.  

 Alex brought in Kiwi to share, Billie brought grapes, 

Jackson brought guacamole, and other students brought 

pears, cucumbers, pea pods, broccoli, and pickles. Ms. 

Trista made green ranch for dipping and Mrs. Mickle 

brought in green vanilla mint milk. It was a fun snack 

-me for everyone.  
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NIGHTHAWK NATION NEWS 

JOIN US ON SOCIAL MEDIA  
 Follow what’s happening at Northeast 

Range on YouTube. Keep up with the EPICS 

program, view student academic projects, extra 

curricular activities, and watch the Northeast 

Range Student News. Visit Nighthawk Nation 

News YouTube Channel and subscribe today! 

 Another season has ended for 

the Iron Mosquitos Robotics Team 

here at Northeast Range. This was 

team #5653’s fourth year traveling to 

Duluth to partake in the regional 

competition against their fellow 

teams. To prepare for the competi-

tion, students are tasked with build-

ing and programming their robots to 

compete against the opposing teams 

in different field games. The team 

proved to be very successful at this 

year’s competition, teaming up with 

the Duluth East Daredevils and 

Owatonna Rebel Alliance for the 

elimination rounds.  
 According to Ryan Lindsay, 

coach for the Iron Mosquitos, the 

group forced the oppo-

site team into a tiebreak-

er and almost pulled off 

a major upset. Mr. Lind-

say also explained that if 

the team hadn’t had 

complications with the 

robot, the team could 

have pulled off the upset 

and been on their way to 

the World Champion-

ships. Despite the loss, 

the team continues to grow strong 

and have fun, which is the most im-

portant part.  
 The Iron Mosquitos would like 

to thank Medtronic, Lake Country 

Power, Stone Soup Events, Bullseye 

Cleaning, Kell’s Kitchen, Taconite 

Tire, Babbitt Short Stop, Champion 

Auto, Timber Bay Lodge & House-

boats, Charles Tifft and Ziegler Cat 

for their sponsorship this season. If 

anyone would like to know more 

about the robotics team, or have in-

terest in being a sponsor or mentor, 

contact Ryan Lindsay at rlind-

say@isd2142.k12.mn.us or any of 

the student members.  

by Mersadies Stordahl, Senior News Writer 

IRON MOSQUITOS 

   Nationwide, students walked 

calmly out of class at 10 a.m. 

on March 14th, and had 17 

minutes of silence; one minute 

for each of those killed in the 

Parkland shooting. Northeast 

Range was no different, with 

students participating in the 

walkout to remember those 

who lost their lives.  
 Student Mersadies Stor-

dahl said, “Despite not having 

that many people join us, we 

all really felt proud that we 

took time out of our day to 

remember the victims in Park-

land.” Chelsea Larson added, 

“I did it to remember the vic-

tims... and I'm glad I did.”  

 Two Northeast Range Sen-

iors who went on the Wash-

ington D.C. trip had the op-

portunity to participate in the 

March For Our Lives event at 

the Capitol on the 24th of 

March.  
 Tasha Bissonette attended 

the March in D.C. said, 

“Being in the march felt a lot 

like being a part of something 

much bigger than yourself, 

because it was. It felt like we 

were all an extension of one 

person. It didn't matter your 

background. We were all 

standing there for the same 

reason. People from around 

the world came together for a 

shared belief. We were united. 

We stood together. We made 

history and hopefully, we 

made a difference.”  

by Mersadies Stordahl,  
Senior News Writer 

M A R C H  F O R  O U R  L I V E S  

S E N I O R S  A N N U A L  W A S H I N G T O N  D . C .  T R I P  



 Each week a K-6 grade student and a 7-12 

grade student is selected for his/her contribution and 

dedication to academics and/or  the Northeast 

Range School community. These students 

demonstrate the qualities and character becoming of 

a Northeast Range Nighthawk. The secondary 

students selected during the month of March were 

Junior Ruthie Morgan, Sophomore Casey Zahnow, 

and Freshman Oskar Koivisto. The elementary 

students selected were Eva Morgan, Amelia Sandy, 

Chelsea Nelmark, and Corey Berry. 
 
             Junior, Ruth 

Morgan is able to 

take constructive 

criticism and turn it 

into a learning 

experience – 

revising her work 

and growing as an 

artist. She is kind 

and understanding.  

Ruthie is known for her fabulous writing as well as 

a gifted and talented artist. Ruthie is an Amazing 

Dancer, Great at Acting, A Regular Northeast 

Range Fine Arts Phenomenon! 
 
            
 
 
          Sophomore, Casey 

Zahnow is a dedicated 

student, working hard to 

improve herself. She is 

aware of those around her 

and not afraid to ask 

questions. Casey is proud 

to be a NIGHTHAWK 

and has her eyes on the 

future! 
 

       Freshman, 

Oskar Koivisto has 

excelled at figuring 

out new equipment 

and working with a 

diverse team of 

people. He can be 

given a complex task 

or an end goal and 

successfully make it 

happen. He might 

even be found hanging out after school finishing 

those things during robotics season. Oskar 

possesses qualities of a successful Nighthawk!  
         
  Third grade student, 

Eva Morgan is a 

quiet with a big 

impact on the 

classroom 

academically.  She is 

great at listening and 

is always ready to 

learn.  Eva is a helper to everyone, a very good 

writer and excellent artist. Like any good 

Nighthawk Eva is always kind. 
  
          Fifth grade student, 

Chelsea Nelmark works 

very hard to be the best 

that she can be in all 

aspects of her life. 

Whether that is in school 

or in after school 

activities. She is a 

leader within her 

section and she is 

always willing to help both the other students as 

well as the teacher. Chelsea has a wonderful 

Nighthawk smile with a great gift of music. 
 

         Second grade student 

Amelia Sandy is kind to 

others and has a good 

heart. She is follows 

complex directions with 

ease, is a very creative 

thinker and is not afraid to 

think outside of the box. 

Amelia is a Nighthawk that 

is going to change the 

world. 
 
 

Fifth grade student, 

Corey Berry has a 

smile and a 

welcoming greeting 

for everyone all the 

time. He waits his 

turn in line and is 

helpful to other 

students while 

waiting patiently 

for the next activity. 

Corey is a true 

helpful Nighthawk 

that always has a smile on his face.  

NIGHTHAWK PRIDE - MARCH STUDENTS OF THE WEEK - NIGHTHAWK PRIDE 

by Maude Lenz, Senior News Writer 

SPRING SPORTS SEASON 

 Spring sport seasons are starting up at Northeast 

Range! Track practice began March 7, and the track 

members had their first meet on Friday, March 23 in 

Duluth. The NER track team is part of a joint team be-

tween South Ridge, Northwoods, and Cherry. The base-

ball team also started practice at the beginning of March 

and will have their first game on April 9. Golf will also 

be starting after spring break, along with trap shooting. 

For more information about practices and the full game 

schedules, see the Northeast website or the Northeast 

Range office. Good luck to all of our sports team this 

season! 


