
Only four years ago, Rebecca 
Nelmark graduated from Northeast 
Range and this year the alumna re-
turned as a teacher. A major factor 
that encouraged Nelmark to come 
back and teach at the school where 
she was once a student was the 
Nighthawk family. ?I love knowing 
all the people and the idea of giving 
back to the community that raised 
me,? she says, ?At first I was con-
cerned that, because I am so young, 
I wouldn?t be taken seriously or that 
my opinions and ideas wouldn?t be 
heard.? However, she goes on to 
explain that the staff and students 
have been very welcoming and that 
her age brings a ?unique edge? to 
her teaching and her ability to relate 
to students and build relationships 
with them. 

Nelmark?s official job title is 
Distance Learning Coordinator, a 
new position created to assist stu-

dents who opted for the distance 
learning model because of the risks 
that COVID-19 presents, as well as 
help teachers adapt to this new 
teaching method. ?No one has had 
this job before. It certainly takes a 
lot of patience and a steady line of 
communication with all staff mem-
bers,? she explains. 

Nelmark works with the teach-
ers to ensure distance learners are 
on track in all of their classes by 
sending emails, making phone calls 
home, and sometimes hosting 
Zoom meetings with students. Ad-
ditionally, she continues to substi-
tute for other teachers and parapro-
fessionals throughout the school. 
?The most challenging part about 
my job is to maintain the workload. 
It is difficult to fill in for teachers 
while also making time to reach out 
to different distance learners.? 

Nelmark?s day does not end at 
3:20 when most other teachers be-
gin to leave. Since the beginning of 
the Nighthawks? volleyball season 
near the end of September, she has 
been working with the team. Once a 
player on the volleyball court her-
self, she expresses her love for the 
game and for coaching the new and 
upcoming athletes. 

?It feels amazing!? she says, ?I 
am trying to soak up all the knowl-
edge I can from coaches Jodi Re-
ichensperger and Misty Roseth 
while also bringing my own experi-
ence and ideas to the team.? The 
players, her two youngest sisters 
among them, have expressed their 
gratitude of her being a part of the 
coaching staff. Nelmark is taking to 
her new found positions well and 
has been a great addition to North-
east Range?s academics and 
athletics.
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Nelmark?s Return to  the Nighthawk Nest
by Audrey Anderson Senior Nighthawk Writer

Students at Northeast Range know how to 
make good health choices and so does North the 
Nighthawk. North knows how to wear a mask, 
practice social distancing, and use hand sanitizer 
when in school. Stand Tall, Stay Safe, and Be 
Nighthawk Proud! 

Photo by  Senior Alexia Lightfeather

 Stand Tal l , Stay Safe & 
Be Nighthaw k  Proud!

It is a cool October afternoon as the 
young men donning the black and green 
for the Northeast Range football team 
head to the field for another day of prac-
tice. The autumn winds are fueled with 
change which is spearheaded by the new 
coaching staff for the Nighthawk football 
program led by Head Coach Josh Carlson 
and Assistant Head Coach Lance Daugh-
erty. This season is quite different from 
past seasons as they coach in a new world 
defined by COVID- 19?s presence that 
looms large over the season.

A recent interview with the new 
coaches reveals a newfound toughness 
and tenacity needed on the gridiron to 
bring success back to Northeast Range 

football, a program thirsting for its first 
varsity win since the 2016 season. Over 
the past few years, the program in Babbitt 
has struggled and many people have 
wanted to see better. Carlson has a plan to 
bring about this change. ?We need to 
make ?  these good young men have ac-
countability. It will be with you for the 
rest of your life and if you can?t be ac-
countable you won?t make it in life or 
football.?

Between playing and coaching, Carl-
son has over ten years experience on the 
football field that go back to his high-
school days on the gritty field in Tower. ?I 
played tailback and linebacker back in 
high school from 1997 to 2001. As for 

coaching, I was an assistant for Tower?s 
high school team from 2003 to 2011 until 
Babbitt and Tower combined back in 
2011.? Carlson began coaching in Babbitt 
three years ago for the elementary team 
and  ?[we] brought the best out of those 
young boys.? 

After meeting with Assistant Coach 
Daugherty, it is apparent that he and Carl-
son have history and can count on each 
other. ?I played offensive and defensive 
line in football for Tower-Soudan in high 
school. After high school I played offen-
sive line for Minnesota- West community 
and technical college from 2001-2003 and 
after college was an assistant coach for 
Tower from 2003-2011.? 

When asked how he and Coach Carl-
son will change the program, he said with 
a stern look, ?We are going to teach ... 
this team how to be accountable and to 
have a good work ethic.? It is important to 
them that the team works together to de-
velop traits and skills they will use for the 
rest of their lives. 

From the moment they first stepped 
on the field, Carlson and Daugherty have 
inspired a change of attitude within the 
team. They coaches have confidence in 
their team and their mindset will bring 
success for the Nighthawk football pro-
gram, hopefully many years to come.

A  NEW REGIM E FOR NIGHTHA WK S FOOTBA LL 
By Logan Meskill Senior Nighthawk Writer
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My life as a high school senior during the 
2020-2021 school year has been very interesting. 
When you think of your senior year in high school 
you think fun, freedom, and easy; unfortunately, it 
has been anything but. When the pandemic hit in the 
spring of 2020, I just knew the idea of my perfect 
senior year was ruined. It is rough when you do not 
see half of your classmates, because they are 
distance learning or in quarantine trying not to get 
sick. 

There have been so many changes. Everyone is 
wearing a mask and it is difficult to understand what 
people are saying.  Even though we are in school, in 
a classroom, our courses and materials are online 
which can get confusing. When you are trying to 
learn new things it can be tough when everything is 
online. I prefer learning with paper and pencils. 
Believe it or not, I would prefer to read a book than 
have to read on a computer. 

Last year, was really difficult leaving school in 
March and finishing the year with distance learning. 
This year, between zoom meetings not working and 
the possibility of another year without prom, my 
senior year is, definitely, not what I envisioned. The 
one thing I can say is at least I have a senior year to 
look back on. One day, I will tell my grandchildren 
about how I lived through ?The 2020 Pandemic.?

My Li fe as a High School  Senior
by Trinity Warlof Senior Writer

I had a choice at the beginning of the 2020-21 
school year to start my senior year off in school or 
distance learning due to COVID-19. I made the hard 
choice to do distance learning from my house and 
not be in school with the rest of my friends. 

What I can say about distance learning right now 
is that it is running smoothly and I have not had any 
problems or obstacles. I have been able to get work 
done at my own pace and even chat with my friends 
who also chose distance learning. Distance learning 
gave me another reason to use my computer instead 
of playing games and editing. I have the perfect set 
up for school work which consists of two monitors 
for multi tasking with classwork while in a Zoom 
session. When I have down time and have no school 
work on my hands, I play some games until my next 
class or go out and get some fresh air.

Fortunately, I am still participating in band and 
robotics by coming to the school every now and then 
to be a part of the group. So far, great things have 
come from distance learning and I cannot wait to 
continue on this course. Every teacher in the school 
is very helpful working with distance learners, doing 
the best for both sides, and keeping everyone 
informed. I am making the best of my last year in 
high school and I am happy with the direction I am 
going.

My Life in Distance Learning Experience
by Ethan Zaitz Senior Writer

On  Ca m p u s v s D i s t a n ce  Le a r n i n g
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On Monday, September 21 the Min-
nesota State High School League?s Board 
of Directors held a special meeting to re-
consider the placement of fall activities 
which had been initially postponed to 
start in the spring of 2021. A survey con-
ducted by the MSHSL prior to the meet-
ing showed that nearly eighty percent of 
high schools that responded opted for fall 
volleyball and football seasons over a 
spring season, a factor that would play a 
role in the league?s ultimate decision. Af-
ter much discussion, the board approved 
the motion to return football and volley-
ball to the fall. 

    A week after the decision, football and 
volleyball teams across the state began 
their first week of practice, preparing for 
their unprecedented seasons. Northeast 
Range?s athletic director Aaron Donais 
has been a crucial part in organizing the 
sudden seasons. With a limited season 

length, scheduling games for the teams 
was more difficult than usual. ?It?s been 
chaotic,? Donais says, ?but it?s nice to see 
the activities return.? The shortened sea-
sons leave volleyball with 14 dual com-
petitions, a six- game regular season for 
football, and both postseasons limited to 
section finals. 

Another significant change this year 
is the number of spectators at the games. 
Originally, volleyball was to go without 
spectators but has since been allowed two 
fans per participant, creating a new ex-
citement and motivation for the players. 
Football is limited to 250 spectators total. 
Anyone wishing to attend either sports 
event must be on a predetermined list 
prior to entry. 

    The Northeast Range Nighthawks have 
been working hard to compete with their 
opponents while managing the challenges 
that COVID-19 presents. ?I think it?s go-

ing to be a tricky season. I think we are 
going to see numerous setbacks with the 
ebb and f low of COVID- 19 outbreaks,? 
elaborates Jodi Reichensperger, the head 
volleyball coach. There have been multi-
ple instances between the two teams of 
potential exposure to the virus; however, 
consistent hand- washing, hand sanitizer 
usage, persistent social distancing, 
contact- tracing, etc. have allowed all 
healthy athletes to continue playing. 

    Overall, the Nighthawk student-athletes 
are excited to be back this fall. Both 
teams have played the first few games of 
their seasons. Volleyball played Ely and 
Cherry, both resulting in a loss but dis-
playing the wide range of skills that the 
team has. ?I am very excited to be back 
on the court. I am hoping for a win next 
week; we have a lot of potential, we just 
need to put it together,? says Audrey An-
derson, a junior starter for the team. The 

football team lost their first couple games, 
but are remaining optimistic. 

The team returned this year with a 
new coaching staff, Head Coach Josh 
Carlson and Assistant Lance Daugherty, 
whom the team is eager to learn from. ?I 
think it?s great that football is back this 
fall and I?m excited to have new coaches,? 
expresses senior Dillon Gorsma. Senior 
captain and quarterback of the football 
team Oskar Koivisto adds, ?I?m happy to 
be back on the field but disappointed that 
the decision wasn?t made earlier.? The 
late start to the season will potentially 
pose a problem for the football players as 
the seasons change and snow starts to 
cover the field. Despite limitations and 
modifications made because of COVID-
19, the return of fall sports has brought a 
sense of excitement and normalcy back 
into the school and community. 

MSHSL  Appr oves Fal l  Spor t s Ret u r n i n g t o Pl ay
by Anne Barich Senior Writer

President  and Vice-President      Highschool  Elem ent ary

Donald Trump and Michael Pence (Republican)             51             34

Joseph Biden and Kamala Harris (Democratic)               20            21

Roque De La Fuente and Darcy Richardson 

    (Independence-Alliance)                1          -

Howie Hawkins and Angela Walker (Green)                3           -

Jo Jorgensen and Jeremy Cohen (Libertarian)                   2            -

Alyson Kennedy and Malcom Jarrett 

                                     (Socialist Workers Party)                  0                              -

Gloria La Riva and Leonard Peltier 

                    (Socialism and Liberation)               0                              -

Brock Pierce and Karla Ballard (Independent)                  0                              -

Kanye West and Michelle Tidball (Independent)             11          -

Write In                  1           1

Blank Votes or Spoilt Ballot                  0             6

U.S. Senat e          Highschool  Elem ent ary

Jason Lewis (Republican)                      48               -

Tina Smith (Democratic-Farmer-Labor)                  27                       -

Kevin O'Connor (Legal Marijuana Now)                    5                       -

Oliver Steinberg (Grassroots-Legalize Cannabis)     1               -

Write In        2              -

Blank Votes           6                -

U.S. House of  Represent at ives 8t h Congressional Dist r ict

Pete Stauber (Republican)      59                      -    

Quinn Nystrom (Democratic-Farmer-Labor)           11              -

Judith Schwartzbacker (Grassroots-Legalize Cannabis)   12           -

Write In                          2             -

Blank Votes        5             -
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Su d o k u  Pu zz l e
Made at www.opensky by Alexia Lightfeather & Ruby Milton

C a n  y o u  f i n d  i t ?
Can you find a jack-o-lantern, an orange marker, an owl, a pencil sharpener, and a Charlie Brown movie 
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Created at TheTeachersCorner.net by Willa Koivisto
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