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INTRODUCTION

Students/Parents/Guardians:

The student handbook should be used as a source of regulations, policies and information for the
student while attending East Range Academy of  Technologyand Science (ERATS). Students should
read the handbook carefully, review it with their parents/guardians, and keep it as a reference.

Students and parents/guardians are responsible for knowing and following the rules, regulations,
policies and procedures.

The rules, regulations, procedures and articles described in this handbook have been established to
create the best possible atmosphere for the education of  all students. The use of  this information
will be to your advantage and will help ERATS continue to maintain the standards we all expect.

All students should remember that they can write/create their high school record once, and once
written, that record cannot be changed. The importance of  a good high school record cannot be
overemphasized.  An excellent record in attitude, grades, attendance, citizenship, personality and
character should be every student’s goal.

This handbook may be changed or amended at any time during the school year. Changes will be
posted on the school website and relayed to the students and parents/guardians by means of  an
automated messaging system.  Any questions on the policies herein should be addressed to the
Director.
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SCHOOL VISION STATEMENT
East Range Academy of  Technology & Science providesan educational climate where individuality
is respected and where teachers accept and meet the challenge of  enhancing the learning of  all
students.

SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT
East Range Academy of  Technology & Science providesa personalized curriculum to high-school
students of  all achievement levels to prepare themto be productive adults in today’s ever-changing
world. We provide a stable environment by developing close student-teacher relations with small
class sizes, offering unique courses that expose students to new ideas, and applying current
technology and science advances to everyday life. Students and staff  work together to better prepare
students to transition into the future.

SCHOOL AUTHORIZER - OSPREY WILDS
Osprey Wilds has committed itself  to authorizing ERATSand other charter schools that have
recognized the importance of  experiential and environmental education. In addition to providing
oversight of  the schools' educational outcomes, finances, and operations, they also collaborate with
schools by offering training and curriculum resources. Once a year, students and staff  travel to the
Osprey Wilds in Sandstone to learn more in the areas of  the environment.

STUDENT, PARENT, TEACHER AND ADMINISTRATION RESPONSIBILITIES
ERATS staff, its students, and their parents share responsibility for student attendance. ERATS is
committed to ensuring student safety and accountability. We believe parents must know daily if  their
children are absent from school. ERATS staff  holds the responsibility to communicate these
absences with parents.

Student Responsibilities
1. Attend all of  their assigned classes, includingzoom meetings or online classes, and study halls
every day that school is in session.
2.  Be on time for said classes and be prepared for all class work.
3.  It is the responsibility of  the student to request and secure missing assignments due to absences
and complete work as arranged between the teachers and students.
4.  Know and follow all procedures regarding attendance.

Parent Responsibilities
1.  Take an active role in encouraging their children to attend school and be on time every day.
2.  Acknowledge and understand that any absence, regardless of  the reason, has a detrimental effect
on the academic success of  the student.
3.  Inform the school in the event of  their child’s absence.
4.  Work cooperatively with the school and student to solve any attendance problems that may arise.
Return phone calls and attend meetings pertaining to attendance issues.

Teacher Responsibilities
1.  Record daily attendance and maintain accurate records for each assigned class and its students.
2.  Communicate attendance, make up and tardy procedures clearly to students and to adhere to
those procedures.
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3.  Provide make-up work to absent students and provide reasonable deadlines for completing it.
4.  Work closely with students and parents to solve any issues regarding attendance.
5.  Use instruction methods and materials that will stimulate and motivate students to attend class
and to succeed.

Administration Responsibilities
1.  Inform parents, students and staff  of  attendancepolicies.
2.  Supervise and enforce attendance policies and regulations.
3.  Maintain accurate attendance records.
4.  Assist and support staff  with the implementationof  attendance procedures.
5.  Administration will inform parents when their child has an unexcused absence and when the
student has dropped below 90% attendance or exceeded 8 unexcused/excused absences per
semester (1semester is approximately 16 weeks).
6.  Work with students and parents to resolve attendance issues.

SCHOOL PROPERTY AND PARKING LOT
All school rules and policies apply to the entire school property at both the mall and school
locations. Students should not speed and/or drive recklessly on or near school property.  Students
should avoid use of  horns or revving engines in the school parking lot.

Mall Location:
The school property includes the administration, student, and teacher room areas.  Students will be
required to use the restrooms located within the school property area (not the mall restrooms).
Students are expected to stay within the school property location during the school day, with an
exception during the lunch hour.  Students may be able to use the mall common area as long as they
are courteous and respectful of  mall guests and businesses. This is subject to change at any time.
All school rules and policies apply to the building and field trip opportunities.

School Location:
The school property extends entirely to the street including the parking lot and surrounding grounds
areas.  All school rules and policies apply to the building and field trip opportunities.

ACADEMIC PROCEDURES

ATTENDANCE POLICY & EXPECTATIONS
ERATS is dedicated to the philosophy that all students should attend every class, every day. Regular
attendance, punctuality and preparedness are vital for academic success. Learning that is lost because
of  absences can never be sufficiently replaced andany absence, excused or unexcused is detrimental
to learning. Not only does regular attendance reinforce and enrich the learning process, because
students receive instruction and contribute as a community of  learners, it also instills patterns and
ethics that will carry forth into adult work habits. We also believe that consistent daily attendance is a
prerequisite for academic success. With this in mind, this policy seeks to ensure that all students
receive equitable opportunity and treatment.
Minnesota Compulsory Attendance Law (MN Statute 120A.22 establishes that every child enrolled
in Kindergarten through age 17 shall receive instruction and all students are required to attend all
assigned classes and study halls every day school is in session). 90% attendance has been set as the
minimum standard by ERATS.
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ATTENDANCE PROCEDURES
Definition of  Absence
Students are considered absent whenever they are not present after the first 5 minutes of  class.
Students can be considered in violation of  this policy for missing one class in a day, missing multiple
classes, or missing all classes.  Attendance is recorded by classroom teachers every class period and is
reviewed in its entirety daily by the ERATS attendance monitor and by administration.  Parents will
be notified of  all absences and missed class time.
Students are allowed only 4 absences/quarter or 8 absences/semester.  These absences include
both unexcused and excused absences.  On the 5th absence of  the quarter or 9th absence of  the
semester, the student may be required to make-up time during lunch, after school, or alternative
arranged times.  Hours of  make-up will be determinedby administration based on hours missed.
A parent/guardian must call the school when a student is absent. A student has two days after their
return to bring a note or the absence may be considered unexcused.
*Please remember that the following absences must be PRE-APPROVED by the Director in order
to be considered excused: Vacation or family trips (no matter the length), work during the school day
(including babysitting family members), and college visits. Approval may not be granted to students
who have already accumulated multiple absences.

Special Arrangements
A student whose attendance is addressed in their Individualized Education Plan (IEP) will have this
policy adapted within the scope of  the student’s IEP.

TARDINESS
Tardiness occurs when a student arrives at class without a valid excuse within the first 5 minutes of
the start of  a class.  Valid excuses for tardinessmust be in writing and signed by administration or by
a faculty member.  There is no penalty for an excused tardy, however, the student will be responsible
for obtaining any class work that is missed due to tardiness.  Excessive tardiness may lead to
mandatory make-up time during lunch, after school, or an alternative arranged time.

TRUANCIES
A student under the age 18 who is absent from school without lawful excuse- a number of
consecutive days determined by the state- is considered truant. Truancy is a violation of  Minnesota
State Law. At the secondary level, absences accumulate per class period, not just per day. This means
that a student who is absent unexcused for one or more class periods on seven different days or
students considered habitual or continuing truants will be referred to the St. Louis County Truancy
Review Committee for intervention, which may result in an official review in court. Teachers have
the right to deny make-up work for any student who has an unexcused absence.
Parents should be aware that according to Minnesota State Law (MN Statute 126C.05), a student
who is absent for fifteen (15) consecutive days must be withdrawn from school and will be required
to formally re-enroll to be admitted back to school. If  this occurs, a formal school board hearing
with parents, staff  and the student will be conducted to determine if  the student will be readmitted
to ERATS.

ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS
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● As a result of  the carefully developed scheduling process, it is expected, students will stay in
those courses throughout the entire term.

● No schedule changes will be allowed after the first two weeks of  any semester without
principal, counselor, teacher and parent approval.

● If  a student drops a course after the first markingperiod, a student may risk receiving an F
for that course unless an emergency arises and/or special arrangements are made with the
instructor. The course may be repeated with permission of  the principal.

● Students need to earn:
○ 21.5 credits in grades 9-12 to graduate.
○ 21.5 credits in Grades 9-12 include:
○ 3.5 credits in Social Studies (.5 World History, .5 Geography, 1.0 US History, .5

Government, .5 Economic)
○ 4 credits in English
○ 4 credits in Mathematics
○ 3.5 credits in Science (1.0 Physical/Earth Science, 1.0 Biology, 1.0 Chemistry or

Physics, .5 Environmental Science)
○ .5 credit in Physical education
○ .5 credit in Health
○ 1 credits in Arts (Music, Media Arts or VisualArts)
○ .5 credits in Technology (Computer, Carpentry, Automotive, etc.)
○ 4 credits of  electives

ACADEMIC PROBATION
Students are required to achieve at least 60% (D-) in all classes.  If  the student has 59% or less inone
or more classes, the student may be placed on a Personalized Improvement Plan (PIP) and may be
required to attend additional school time during lunch, after school, or additional arranged times.
ERATS Staff  and Administration will compile a listof  students who are placed on academic
probation.  Parents/Guardians will be informed of a student’s academic probation.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
Cheating includes plagiarism, unauthorized use of copyrighted material, and other acts of  academic
misconduct that attempts to unfairly influence an outcome. Plagiarism violates the academic code of
conduct which demands students must give credit to others for their words and ideas when being
used in student work. Plagiarism occurs when students purposely and knowingly do any of  the
following:

● Turn in another student’s paper as their own.
● Copy parts of  another student’s paper into their own.
● Copy researched material into a paper without in-text citations giving credit to the author

and pages of  source.
● Paraphrase researched material into a paper without in-text citations giving credit to the

author and page of  source.
● Copying information directly from the internet or electron source and turning it in as an

original student work is plagiarism.
● Summarized researched material without a clear reference to the original source.
● Students in concurrent enrollment classes must follow policy set by post secondary

Institutions and consequences thereof.
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● There are serious consequences for violating these guidelines.

CHAIN OF COMMAND
If  you or your students are having any concerns about the classroom or curriculum, please reach out
to your student’s teacher first. If  your concernsare not resolved then please reach out to the
Director. If  the problem is still unresolved, youcan bring your concerns to the attention of  the
School Board.

COLLEGE READINESS PLANS
Students are encouraged to plan early for their futures. If  students plan to attend college or
vocational training, students should apply for scholarships, financial aid, fill out college applications,
and complete the appropriate required tests.  As a junior, students interested in college or the
military should meet with their school advisor and administrator in order to discuss future plans and
sign-up for ACT and SAT tests.
All students must meet with the Director if  they wish to enroll in Postsecondary Enrollment
Options (PSEO). The Director will work with the student and family to determine eligibility, to
ensure that all forms are filled out, and that students enroll in sufficient courses to meet all ERATS
graduation requirements. PSEO is a program that allows 11th-grade and 12th-grade
students to earn both high school and college credit while still in high school, through enrollment in
and successful completion of  college-level, nonsectariancourses at eligible participating
postsecondary institutions. Most PSEO courses are offered on the campus of  the postsecondary
institution; some courses are offered online. Each participating college or university sets its own
requirements for enrollment into the PSEO courses. Eleventh and 12th-grade students may take
PSEO courses on a full- or part-time basis. If  students earn at least a grade C in that class, they may
take additional 24 PSEO courses. For current information about the PSEO program, visit the
Minnesota Department of  Education’s PostsecondaryEnrollment Options (PSEO) webpage. There
is no charge to PSEO students for tuition, books or fees for items that are required to participate in
a course. Enrolling in a PSEO course does not prohibit a student from participating in activities
sponsored by the high school. Funds are available to help pay transportation expenses for qualifying
students to participate in PSEO courses on college campuses. School districts must allow a PSEO
student reasonable access to the high school building, computers and/or other technology resources
during regular school hours to participate in PSEO courses, whether online or on campus.

ADVISEMENT
During advisement period, students will be monitored by a staff  member in each class, will have the
opportunity to get breakfast, use the time as study hall, check on grades and attendance, meet with
student advisors, and receive important school information. Advisement attendance is mandatory
and is worth .25 credits.  It is recommended that all students take this time to work on assignments
and to maintain good academics.  Advisors should be in contact with parents at least two times per
month.

SCHOOL CANCELLATION
At the discretion of  school administration, ERATSmay cancel in person learning if  the weather
conditions or other circumstances create an unsafe environment for students.  If  in person learning
is cancelled, students will be expected to attend via distance learning. Parents/students can find this
information via radio and/or television. Families will also receive a phone message, text, and/or
email from the automated system.
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SCHOOL DRESS CODE
ERATS encourages students to dress appropriately for school and school related activities and
events.  The student and parent/guardian are responsible for clothing that is not offensive and does
not expose undergarments or portray a message of  sexuality, vulgarity, profanity, degrading,
discrimination, obscenities, and any other appearance that exposes the body or depicts offensive
images.  If  a student should be found wearing inappropriate items, parents will be called to bring a
change of  clothes or clothes will be provided to themfrom the lost & found bin.
Students will be expected to follow current local regulations regarding mask mandates. This is
subject to change at any given time. At this time, it is strongly recommended that all students
regardless of  vaccination status wear a mask during the school day. Federal regulations require that
all individuals wear a mask on public transportation. This includes school buses and vans.

CELL PHONE USAGE
Students are allowed to have and use cell phones during school as long as it does not interfere with
attending class or does not cause disruption of  other students or class. If  a student is using their
phone during class or in a way that disrupts the school learning environment for themselves or
another student, they will be asked to put it away or give it to a staff  member.  If  the student does
not abide by staff  demands, the student may be asked to give the phone to the Dean of  students,
leave school, or the student may be suspended. Parents/Guardians may be required to come into
school in order to pick-up the phone.

CUBBIES
All students are provided the use of  and access toa cubby. Students will be responsible for keeping
their cubby area properly maintained. The cubby is school property and can be searched at any time.
Students are responsible for all personal belongings left in their cubbies.

LEAVING THE BUILDING
Students are not allowed to leave the building without first obtaining prior written approval from the
School Director, Dean of  Students, or without priornotice from a parent/guardian that has been
approved by the School Director, Dean of  Students,or administrator. Students that leave the
building without following this procedure will be considered truant and will be considered absent,
no matter what the reason. Verbal documentation by the student that a teacher or administrator has
allowed them to leave the building will not be accepted.
Students who are in good standing may have an open lunch privilege and be allowed to leave
campus during lunch period. Students granted an open lunch period may have the privilege
revoked if  their conduct does not meet student expectationsor they are not academically in
good standing (passing classes).

VISITORS

STUDENT VISITORS
All student visitors are required to have at least 24 hour prior permission/approval from school
administration to visit the school. Students are not allowed to have a visitor if  they are failing 1 or
more classes. It is the school administration’s discretion whether to allow any visitor to school.
Student visitors must sign in at the front desk.

ALL OTHER VISITORS
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All other visitors are required to check in at the front desk. When applicable, please try to schedule
your visit ahead of  time.

BULLYING
An act of  bullying is expressly prohibited on schoolproperty or at any school related functions.
Disciplinary consequences may be assigned for students who are in violation of  these guidelines.
Student Expectations:

● We will not bully others.
● We will try to help students who are bullied
● We will try to include students who are left out.
● If  we know that somebody is being bullied, we will tell an adult at school and an adult at

home.

To report bullying, contact the Dean of  Students or the Director

HEALTH AND WELLNESS

LONG TERM ILLNESSES
If  a student experiences a long term illness, theymay be eligible for homebound instruction.  Parents
should contact administration to make these arrangements if  an illness occurs.

MEDICAL/HEALTH CONCERNS
Students with medical/health concerns are encouraged to report the concern to school
administration.  This includes chronic illness, injury, or any other health concern.  Students and
parents are also required to provide medical documentation in order for the school to make the
appropriate accommodations if  necessary.

PRESCRIPTIONS/MEDICATIONS
Students are not allowed to possess medications, prescriptions, or pills of  any kind (including
over-the-counter) at school or during school functions. If  a student has a medication/prescription,
the student must fill out the appropriate documentation and check medication/prescription and
return to the school nurse along with all medications in their original packaging and labeled with the
student’s name. Prescription medication is also required to be in original packaging with current
prescription information.

DRUGS AND ALCOHOL POLICIES

TOBACCO, E-CIGARETTES, ALCOHOL, MARIJUANA & OTHER DRUGS
All students are to refrain from using tobacco, e-cigarettes, vaping devices, Juuls, alcohol, marijuana,
and illegal drugs during school hours. All school properties, including transportation, are alcohol,
tobacco, and drug free. If  a student arrives on schoolproperty under the influence of  any substance
parents will be notified and the student will be asked to return home and consequences may be
incurred. Law Enforcement may be notified. If  a student appears to be under the influence (by
behavior, appearance, or smell), they may not be permitted on school transportation. This includes
field trips. It will be the responsibility of  theparent to transport their student. Refer to the tobacco,
alcohol, and drug policy for more information.
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DOG SEARCHES
A trained professional with Interquest Canine Services will administer dog searches of  the school
property numerous times throughout the year.  The dogs are trained to locate illegal drugs, alcohol,
and gunpowder/weapons.  Detected students may be suspended or expelled, and local police
departments may be contacted.

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
Students are encouraged to participate in after school activities and clubs. ERATS activities include
outdoor club, non-organized sports, esports, Youth In Action, student council, lock-ins, and more.
If  students are interested in creating a school club, they are encouraged to meet with a teacher, Dean
of  Students, or Director.

POLICIES AND QUESTIONS
This handbook was created to inform students/parents of  school information and general
guidelines. Students/parents should make informed decisions and act appropriately in order to
ensure that the school maintains a safe and healthy educational environment for all students. Many
policies are not included in the student handbook, but can be found at mnerats.org or you may
request a copy by contacting school administration. Please contact the Director with any questions
you may have.
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I, _________________________________________, have read and understand the
student/parent handbook.  By signing and dating below, I acknowledge that I will
comply with the policies within this handbook during the 2017-2018 school year.

Printed Student Name _________________________________________________

Student Signature _________________________________________________

Date _________________________________

Printed Parent/Guardian Name _________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature _____________________________________________

Date _________________________________

Please return to your advisor as soon as possible.
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