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April 29, 2021 

 

Dear Lewiston-Altura PK-6 Parents, 

It has been wonderful having our PK-6 students in school every day since January 6th and our PK-12 students at 
school every day since March 29th.  I particularly appreciate the many changes our PK-6 students and staff have made and 
have consistently followed to help keep our students in separated ‘pods.’  I know this has been challenging and we all long 
for the days when we can once again have large group recesses and lunches in the cafeterias.  As adults are being vaccinated 
and some community restrictions are ‘loosening’, it is easy to start thinking the COVID-19 pandemic is over.  Unfortunately, 
it is not.  

In the past month, our district has had a few situations requiring quarantines.   However, some area school districts 
are having larger numbers of quarantines and some are returning to hybrid or distant learning. To help prevent this from 
happening to our schools, we must continue to commit to the necessary health and safety protocols in and outside of the 
school day. 

Mask Wearing:  Everyone is tired of wearing a mask, but the data is clear that masks are our #1 defense against the 
spread of COVID-19.  It is far better to wear a mask and have as ‘normal’ of daily activities as we can, rather than having no 
activities or in school learning.  We continue to require appropriate face coverings (covering the nose and mouth) at school.  
Masks are important at school and in the community, including outdoor events.  Please, everyone - do your part.   

COVID-19 Testing Testing is available daily at Winona Health and Wednesdays - Sundays at the Winona Mall.  In 
addition, home testing kits with return envelopes can be ordered online:  COVID-19 Test at Home - MN Dept of Health . 

Vaccinations:   Another step towards ‘normalcy’ is vaccinations for individuals age 16 and older.  For information 
about the vaccines, go to About COVID-19 Vaccine - MN Dept of Health . 

Thank you for your support of our district and your partnership in helping us provide the best education we can for 
students. 

Sincerely, 

Gwen Carman 

Gwen Carman 
Superintendent   

 

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/testsites/athome.html
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/vaccine/basics.html

