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Definitions: 

 
EL: English Learner (EL) This term is the most frequently used in reference to the learner, 
instructional program, and instructional expertise. Minnesota and District 834 are moving to 
use this term in place of other acronyms used in the past (ELL, LEP, ESL). 
 
LEP: Limited English Proficient (LEP) is a term usually used in conjunction with funding. This is a 
federal classification recognized by the state of Minnesota in meeting the requirements for 
No Child Left Behind. 
 
ELL: English Language Learner (ELL) was a term used by district 834 and the state of Minnesota 
to refer to LEP students. 
 
ESL: English as a Second Language (ESL) is currently the recognized license that a teacher must 
hold to offer highly qualified instruction in the four domains of Speaking, Listening, Reading and 
Writing. 
 
Title III: This is the federal program that provides parameters and supports for educating EL 
students. 
 
L1/L2: This refers to a student’s 1st language and 2nd language of acquisition. Often teachers 
refer to a student’s L1 in relationship to their acquisition of their L2. The relationship between 
the two languages is fluid and constantly informs instruction. 
 
WIDA: stands for “World Class Instructional Design and Assessment.” It refers to the 
consortium of states that had adopted a new set of standards and instructional “can do 
statements” as of 2011-2012. 
 
W-APT: refers to the “WIDA Access Placement Test.” This assessment is used to place and 
identify an EL student within the EL program. 
 
ACCESS: This test is a progress monitoring tool adopted in 2011 by WIDA. It will be used to 
make decisions on whether students will remain in the program or have reached proficiency 
level close to that of a native speaker and thus will be exited from the program. 

LEA: Local education agencies  

  



   
 

   
 

Vision: The EL program at Lewiston-Altura Public Schools takes great care in making sure that 
their programming meets the needs of their culturally and linguistically diverse students. As 
suggested by MDE, there are 7 basic steps in effective EL Programming. This document will 
make clear how Lewiston-Altura Public Schools is moving towards having systems and 
procedures in place that are in line with MDE’s recommendation for effective ELL Programming. 
 

 
Critical Element 1: Identification, Placement and Program Exit Districts must establish 
identification criteria and procedures as the first step in serving ELL. Identification consists of 
two parts. The first part is determining the home language of the student. The second part is 
determining students' proficiency in English based on developmentally appropriate measures. 
 
1.1 The LEA administers a home language questionnaire to all students when they register. 

 
a. A Home Language Questionnaire is given to all families upon registering their children. 

The district uses an enrollment process to consistently apply all of the requirements 
related to the Home Language Questionnaire. This document must be sent home in 
English and the particular family’s home language. Lewiston-Altura Public Schools takes 
great care and vigilance in the identification process. Part of the document is shown 
below. 



   
 

   
 

 
 

1.2 The LEA uses developmentally appropriate measures to identify and place English learners in 

a program. 

a. Lewiston-Altura Public Schools has in place systems and procedures to identify not only new 

linguistically and culturally diverse students, but also to monitor the progress of students who 

maintain a status within the program. 

 

b. Annual Proficiency Screening: Starting in 2011 - 2012 Lewiston-Altura Public Schools are 

using the WIDA W-APT as a screener to identify students who need specific language support. 

The W-APT tests social language as well as academic content language. This screener allows EL 

instructors to identify where in the language acquisition process the student is in relation to 

WIDA’s 6 stages of language acquisition. See figure below. 

 

 
 
 
  



   
 

   
 

1.3 The LEA uses developmentally appropriate measures to exit and reclassify English learners. 
 
a. The decision to exit a student is based on input from a variety of perspectives, lenses, data, 
and dialogue. Great care is taken in making sure EL students are in the least restrictive 
environment and always able to access the curriculum. 
 
b. In addition to the aforementioned information, each Spring EL students take the ACCESS test. 
This will provide information regarding the progress of our EL students in the following 
domains: Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening. For students who have reached a 
composite score on the ACCESS test of 5.0 with no score less than a 4.0 in the speaking, 
listening, reading, and writing domains will students be eligible for exiting the program. 
 
c. If a student “Meets” or “Exceeds the Standard” in state MCA tests, the student will be 
considered for exiting the EL program. 
 
d. Other measures include but are not limited to, CBM fluency testing, as well as anecdotal 
observations from the classroom teachers, specialists, and parents. 
 
1.4 The LEA communicates with parents regarding their children’s participation in the language 
instruction education program in an understandable and uniform format and in the primary 
language of the pupils. 
 
a. Lewiston-Altura Public Schools sends notification, Parent Notification in English and in home 
language. 
 
1.5 The LEA parent notice includes all required elements. 
 
a. Program description and rationale for EL student’s participation in the program is sent home 
at the beginning of the academic year. Documentation of these records are kept with the 
English Language teacher. 
 
Critical Element 2: Appropriate Programs the LEA has in place a written plan of services that 
describes the amount, scope and sequence and specific to each level of English language 
proficiency. 
 
2.1 The LEA has in place a written plan of services that describes the amount, scope and 
sequence and specific to each level of English language proficiency. 
 
a. Teaching and instruction models come in different models to effectively address the needs of 
the unique needs of the EL students in district 857. The EL teacher, along with classroom 
teachers, teacher assistance, media specialists, music, physical education, special education 
staff, and home/school liaisons all provide instruction or instructional support to EL students. 
All EL students receive the greatest part of their instruction in the general education classroom. 
Classroom teacher accommodations, collaboration with EL teacher, pullout by EL teachers and 



   
 

   
 

EAs, and sheltered content classes are some of the instructional approaches that support the 
learning of EL students. 
 
b. A written plan of service in relation to the EL WIDA proficiency level is below. This figure 
articulates the minimum minutes of direct instruction from both licensed EL instructors as well 
as classroom support from EA each week in District 857. This document is specific for students 
at the primary level. 
 

Plan of Service for English Learners 
Lewiston-Altura Public Schools 

 
Recommended 

Minutes of 
Direct EL 

Instruction 
(K-6) 

Level 1: 
Entering  
*Teacher: 60 
min per day. 
*EA: 1-2 hours 
of classroom 
support per 
week. 

Level 2: 
Beginning  
*Teacher: 30 
minutes at 
least 3x per 
week.   
*EA: 1 hour of 
classroom 
support per 
week. 

Level 3: 
Developing 
*Teacher: 30 
minutes at 
least 2x per 
week.   
*EA: 1 hour of 
classroom 
support per 
week. 

Level 4: 
Expanding  
*Teacher: 30 
minutes at 
least 1x per 
week.   
*EA: 30 
minutes of 
classroom 
support per 
week. 

Level 5: 
Bridging  
*Teacher: 
Indirect 
services – 
monitor 
quarterly for 
one year.  
*EA: n/a. 

Level 6: 
Reaching 
*Teacher: Exit 
student from EL 
Program.   
*EA: N/A 

Recommended 
Minutes of 
Direct EL 

Instruction 
(7-12) 

Level 1: 
Entering  
*Teacher: 60 
min per day. 
*EA: 1-2 hours 
of classroom 
support per 
week. 

Level 2: 
Beginning  
*Teacher: 30 
minutes at 
least 3x per 
week.   
*EA: 1 hour of 
classroom 
support per 
week. 

Level 3: 
Developing 
*Teacher: 30 
minutes at 
least 2x per 
week.   
*EA: 1 hour of 
classroom 
support per 
week. 

Level 4: 
Expanding  
*Teacher: 30 
minutes at 
least 1x per 
week.   
*EA: 30 
minutes of 
classroom 
support per 
week. 

Level 5: 
Bridging  
*Teacher: 
Indirect 
services – 
monitor 
quarterly for 
one year.  
*EA: n/a. 

Level 6: 
Reaching 
*Teacher: Exit 
student from EL 
Program.   
*EA: N/A 



   
 

   
 

2.2 The programs and activities are evaluated to determine effectiveness. 
 
a. District 857’s EL population has continued to grow over the past few years. Each year we are 
making changes to our program to more effectively address the needs of the growing 
linguistically and culturally diverse population.  
 
b. Additionally, at all levels given the growth of the program over the last few years, we are 
continuously looking at implementing more systems and procedures that will allow us to meet 
the linguistic and cultural needs of our students. Some of these systems and procedures are 
made explicit in this document: Plan of Service, Specific/Multiple Measures Entrance and Exit 
Criteria, and Progress Monitoring tools etc. 
 
c. District 857’s EL program is working on aligning the new English & Language Arts Standards 
and integrating these standards within the “I Can” WIDA statements. The contextualization of 
these two complex documents is a large but important task that we plan on implementing in 
the following year when District 857 is mandated to implement fully the two sets of standards. 
The following is an example of an “I Can” document that we will be working with in congruence 
with the state standards. Attention to these highlights how District 857’s language program is in 
line with state and national standards. 
 

 



   
 

   
 

 

 
c. (continued) The effective integration of these two sets of standards will take time and much 
collaboration on behalf of teachers, administrators, and support staff. This is a critical step in 
moving district 857’s EL program forward. 
 
2.2 The LEA ensures that English language instructional services and related materials of 
instruction to English learners are comparable to those instructional services and materials 
provided for non-English learners. 
 
a. The plan of instruction as articulated above suggests that regardless of language or 
background each student will have the time and access to staff that will allow them to fully 
access their curriculum. Supplemental materials can be purchased through 857’s EL 
department.  
 
2.3 The programs and activities are evaluated to determine effectiveness. The evaluation must 
be: Based on an educational theory, based on reasonable calculations of the programs and 
practices, including resources and personnel to implement this theory effectively, and adjusted 
where needed to ensure language barriers are being overcome. 
 
a. The English Language program continues to focus on a program that adapts and grows to 
more effectively meet the needs of our students here in District 857. 



   
 

   
 

 
2.4 Elementary and/or secondary school language instruction educational programs for English 
learners are coordinated with other relevant programs and services for maximal use of 
resources. 
District 857 coordinates the elementary and secondary school language instruction program 
with the Teacher Assistant Team, Student Assistant Team, Title 1, ADSIS, and grade level 
teachers.   
 
Critical Element 3 – Appropriate Staff and Professional Development: The English Language 
program must utilize appropriate staff to serve ELs. 
 
3.1 The assures that teachers are licensed and highly qualified in their teaching assignment. 
 
a. Each EL instructor has an EL license and is deemed “highly qualified” by the state of 
Minnesota under No Child Left Behind.  
 
3.2 The LEA assures that all teachers in any language instruction education program for English 
learners are fluent in English and in any other language used for instruction, including having 
written and oral communication skills. 
 
a. Under state mandate and teacher qualification programs, all of District 857’s teachers are 
deemed highly qualified to offer effective instruction in English as a second language. This 
would include but is not limited to the assumption that our teachers have demonstrated 
written, and oral fluency in English, the language of instruction in District 857. 
 
3.3 The LEA assures that instructional paraprofessionals work under the supervision of a 
certified or licensed teacher including individuals employed in the language instruction 
education program. 
 
a. District 857 employs 23 full-time Educational Assistants, 17 at the primary level as well as 
6 at the secondary. These EAs work under the direction and guidance of Title I instructor but 
have had many years and different training opportunities in working with students. EAs focus 
and support District 857’s students in classroom curriculum as well as provide additional 
support. Their support is guided by an extensive understanding of students and their needs.  
Although not licensed teachers, District 857‘s EAs offer a critical and invaluable lens that allows 
District 857 to more thoroughly support its EL student population. 
 
3.4 Professional Development 
 
a. District 857’s EL coordinator/teacher bi-annually participating in the State’s Bilingual and 
Immigrant Education Conference in St. Paul. Additionally, district 857 is beginning to explore 
and build capacity to understand and implement Sheltered Instruction Operation Protocol, also 
known as SIOP. This model suggests several best practices and researched based instruction 
techniques proven to be effective not just with EL students, but with all learners. This 



   
 

   
 

professional development approach includes all teachers and builds the capacity in 857’s 
buildings to truly embrace a comprehensive and meaningful shift in how District 857 addresses 
the needs of our English Learners. 
 

 
 
Critical Element 4 – Parent Involvement: LEAs must involve parents and community in the 
planning, development and implementation of the language instruction education program. 
 
4.1 The LEA has implemented an effective means of outreach to parents of limited English 
proficient children to inform such parents how they can: 
 
a. Be involved in the education of their children.  
 
I. At the primary level, Lewiston-Altura administrators and the EL teacher have designed a very 
specific and intentional outreach campaign in attempts to build a bridge between school and 
the Hispanic community; a voice that is often not heard. The Hispanic student population is 
Lewiston-Altura’s largest critical mass. Connecting with parents will be invaluable in the work 



   
 

   
 

District 857 does as it moves forward.  
b. Be active participants in assisting their children to learn English and achieve high levels in core 
academic subjects; meet the same state academic standards as all children are expected to 
achieve. 
 
I. District 857 hopes to explore different avenues in which it can better serve the EL population.  
 
c. Access school and district EL program information. 
 
I. District 857 continuously explores ways to better accommodate the needs of our EL families 
in regard to program information. This includes but is not limited to offering material and 
information in multiple languages as well as enlisting community members, parents, and 
cultural liaisons to assist in this process.  
 
4.2 The LEA holds regular meetings and sends parents of English learners, notices of such 
meetings for the purpose of formulating and responding to recommendations from parents. 

 
4.3 The LEA promotes parental and community participation in the planning, development and 
implementation of the parent involvement program and programs for English learners. 
 
a. During the academic year of 2012-2013 Lewiston-Altura school has employed Spanish-
speaking interpreters (Project Fine).  These individuals serve as a connection between school 
and the Hispanic community, Lewiston-Altura’s largest mass of EL students.  Interpreters are 
available at Open House, Parent Teacher Conferences, IEP meetings, and any other requested 
times.                                                               
 
 
Critical Element 5 – Accountability Requirements: LEAs must adhere to state and federal 
accountability requirements 
 

                     
 
5.1 The LEA ensures that all English learners are annually assessed, and assessment is in 
accordance with state and federal requirements.  
 
In District 857 all EL students are screened at the beginning of the year with the W-APT as a 
screener that places the EL student in the EL program and entitles them to some amount of 
additional/supplemental language support either in the form of a teacher, EA, and/or assistive 



   
 

   
 

technologies. The score on this screener in addition to placing them into the EL program also 
correlates with a Tier on the ACCESS test that EL students will take in the Spring. The figure 
below shows how tiers alien with proficiency levels. In addition, in accordance with state and 
federal law, EL student must take the MCAs and all other exams that English-only speaking 
students are mandated to take as well. 
 
(5.1 continued) The ACCESS test for ELs tests social and academic English in four domains: 
Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing.  This test was administered in the 2011 - 2012 school 
year for the first time.  District 857 looks forward to becoming more familiar with the 
administration of these assessments and how it documents students’ achievement and growth. 
 
Critical Element 6 – Nonpublic School Participation in Language Instruction Education 
Program: The LEA must include nonpublic school participation in language instruction 
education program. 
 
6.1 The LEA has consulted with nonpublic schools to determine services for English learners that 
are located in the geographic area served by the LEA. 
 
6.2 The LEA has consulted with appropriate nonpublic school officials during the design and 
development of the Title III program on issues such as: a. How the English learners’ needs will be 
identified. 
 
In district 857 EL services are offered to students that attend a private school within our 
attendance area. Learners are identified by maintaining a working relationship with our private 
school colleagues to make sure that each student has the services they need to reach their full 
potential. 
 
b. What services will be offered. 
Services will be offered depending on needs, language, transportation challenges, proficiency 
level, and the primary context of instruction. Communication between the EL instructor and 
mainstream teacher will be often and continually inform the specialized instruction that the EL 
teacher offers. It is a supplemental piece of instruction that compliments what the EL student in 
doing in their primary context of instruction. 
 
c. How, where, and by whom the services will be provided. 
Services will be provided as dictated by the specific needs of the students and the context in 
which they are going to be entering. Services will be provided by direct instruction by an EL 
instructor or by a trained EA. 
 
d. How the services will be assessed and how the results of the assessment will be used to 
improve those services. 
 



   
 

   
 

e. How and when the district will make decisions about the delivery of services, including a 
thorough consideration of the views of the nonpublic school officials on the provision of contract 
services through potential third-party providers. 
 
f. The size and scope of the services to be provided to the nonpublic school children and 
educational personnel. 
 
g. The amount of funds available for those services. 


