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MEMOIRS 

 

Congratulations! You're done with the Senior Process!  Take some time before you mentally bring 

final closure to this experience by reflecting back on the entire process.  Much understanding 

occurs as you think back on the triumphs, the trials, and the personal tests this class has generated.   
 

Your final assignment is a written self reflection on your unique Senior Process journey.  Not only 

would writing some thoughts down help you focus and generalize your learning, but others who 

read your self-reflection would have a greater appreciation of the process.  The prompts below 

might help jog your memory and trigger your thoughts.  
 

 Select five of the following writing prompts and write a short paragraph for each question you 

select.  

 The topic sentence of each paragraph must rephrase the question.  

 The memoir does not need to be longer than a page, but it must be typed. And justified. 
 

o What were the best and worst parts of the entire process? 

 

o How has this experience changed you? (Skills, attitudes, habits, resources, capabilities, 

poise, presentation, etc.). 

 

o What would you change if you could do this again? 

 

o  What advice do you have for next year's seniors?  

 

o What did you learn along the way that was unexpected and not anticipated? 

 

o Did completing the Senior Project allow you to see things in more depth? Were you 

surprised by the complexity of your topic once you began your research and project 

application? 

 

o Which aspect of the Senior Project stretched you the most?  How did you react to this 

challenge?  How did you feel during the learning stretch? How do you feel now that it is 

over? 

 

o Has this experience influenced your future plans?  

o Has completing the Senior Project affected the way you approach work? 

 

o Was there anything humorous that happened during the process? 

 

o In what way has the Senior Process changed your concept of yourself? Are you more 

confident of your abilities? More focused and self-directed? Are you more willing to take 

a risk? 

 

o Feel free to add any other thoughts you may have. 

 

Here’s a  thought: 

How about writing a 

thank-you note to 

your mentor? 

Must be ONE page long  

and DETAILED  
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Elizabeth Heimer’s Memoirs, Class of 2016 

 

My directing experience has changed me in many ways. I learned that I have to be more 

forceful in directing. I need to know what I want and go for it. I also learned not to be concerned 

with what other people think of me. Creating a performance project that people would watch forced 

me to do my best, but not to worry about people’s reactions. My project also helped me to be more 

outgoing when I publicized and talked to classes in my church. My senior project helped me 

become less concerned with what people thought about me, and to become more ambitious. This 

is a lesson that I think I will be able to take with me for my future, which ultimately, is the goal in 

life.  

 

Directing theater, for my senior project, helped me to know that I want to be a part of it in 

college and direct theater as a possible side career. I’ve always enjoyed being a part of theater, but 

when I was on the directing side, I realized that I enjoyed it and wanted to direct in my future. This 

is something that I never really thought about before because I knew I liked theater, but I never 

knew that it could help me in the future and be a side career for me.  Wow, this class definitely 

impacted my future.  

 

In my project, I had some unexpected challenges. One major one was when I was sick for 

two weeks with pneumonia, in December, shortly before the performance. Fortunately, I had a lot 

of the project done, but rehearsals were a problem. On one Sunday read-through, I had a fever and 

was struggling to keep focused. However, I got through it and the performance was a success. I 

learned to take one day at a time and to work on what I can, but not to be upset when things don’t 

go the way I want them to.  This is just another one of the lessons that I took from this class and 

will be able to use in the future.  

 

For next year’s seniors, I have some hints for when they start the senior project. First of 

all, do not worry about it! When you’re starting out in the class, it looks like a lot of work, but 

once you start working through it, the senior project is a breeze. The key, though, is to not 

procrastinate. Another helpful thing: start on the project as soon as possible. That makes the 

process much easier and is a welcome relief not to be doing the project with everything else that 

you’re doing in the spring. If you don’t procrastinate, take everything in stages, and get the project 

done early, then the senior project is an enjoyable learning experience.  Make sure you have a 

positive attitude towards the class. If you act negative towards the class, you will not get treated 

with respect because you do not deserve it, plain and simple as that. The class is not hard at all, 

especially if you do your work and have a positive attitude. Make sure to have fun, be nice to the 

teacher, respect others, and make many new memories because it is your senior year! 

 

This experience has changed me in many ways.  It has made me into a more confident 

person because when I first started, I was very shy and timid.  I am not one who likes getting up 

in front of people and talking, but I know if I want to go into this in the future, then I have to get 

used to it at some point.  This experience has changed my thoughts about myself and I know I can 

do anything I put my mind to.  

 


