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ER
E Fundamentals of Early Intervention 

 

· Infants and toddlers learn best through: 

à Every day experiences 

à Interactions with caregivers 

à Routines of their day 

à Interactive play 

 

· Most learning occurs between home visits. 

 

· The role of the home visitor is to provide 

support to the child’s caregivers so that 

they can  provide intervention through 

daily  routines.   

 

· Services are free. 

 

· Children can receive services in their 

home or daycare. 

 

· Early Intervention services are proven to 

help a child get ready for a lifetime of      

learning.   

 

 

 

  

 

Serving:  Caledonia, Chatfield,             
Dover-Eyota, Houston,                           
La Crescent-Hokah, Lanesboro,           
Mabel-Canton, Plainview-Elgin-Millville,                    
Rushford-Peterson, Spring Grove,      
Wabasha-Kellogg 



Early Intervention Process 

If you have a renewed 

concern, make a     

referral.   

Hiawatha Valley Education District 
Hiawatha Valley Education District is an agency 
that partners with school districts in the south-
eastern part of Minnesota to provide special edu-
cation for students, including children who are 
under the age of three.  

Why is Early Intervention important?   
A child’s brain develops rapidly in the first three 
years of life, creating the building blocks for life-
long learning.   
 
While all young children grow at their own rate, 
some children need extra support to learn and 
grow.  Early Intervention provides parents with 
tools to support their child’s development.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who do we serve?   
Early Intervention serves infants and toddlers  
under the age of three who have been identified 
with a significant delay in his/her development.   
 

How does a child qualify?   
Eligibility is determined through developmental 
testing.  Children with certain medical conditions 
qualify automatically.   
 

How to make a referral?   

Anyone can make a referral by calling                           

1-866-693-GROW (4769) or going to                      

HelpMeGrowMN.org to complete an on-line     

referral form.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What happens after a referral is made?   

An Early Intervention teacher will contact the   

family to schedule a visit to gather information and 

plan a course of action.  With consent from the 

family, a team will propose a plan to determine if 

the child is eligible for services.  If the child is 

found eligible, an Individualized Family Service 

Plan (IFSP) will be created that outlines the Early 

Intervention services that a child/family will receive 

based on the child and family priorities and       

concerns.  These may include: 

· Speech, Physical Therapy, Occupational     

Therapy, Audiology, Deaf/Hard Hearing, 

Blind/Visually Impaired services; 

· Parent education so families learn new skills to 

support their child’s development; and/or 

· Service Coordination to connect the family to   

other supports in the community.   

 

 

Referral 

Developmental Screening 

or  

Evaluation 

Meet Service Coordinator 

Not Eligible 

Service Coordinator 

will refer you to  

other appropriate 

resources. 

A meeting will be held 

within 45-days to develop 

an Individualized Family 

Service Plan (IFSP).   

 

An IFSP will be written 

and  services will begin 

upon parental consent.  

Your child’s IFSP is 

reviewed at least every six 

months and is re-written 

every year.   

If Eligible:   

Transition Planning: 

Occurs between 2 years, 3 months and 2 
years, 9 months 
 

With parental approval, a Transition 
Conference is held to develop a Transition 
Plan. 

The local school district will be notified 

if your child is potentially eligible for Early 

Childhood Special Education services. 


