
Good afternoon Principals, Asst. Principals, Athletic Directors, Coaches and Asst. Coaches -  

 

Let me first thank you all for your incredible investment in our student athletes. So many of them 

depend on you and appreciate your leadership and guidance. 

 

It is important that all athletic staff understand the District’s position regarding our student athletes’ 

participation in peaceful protest.  Specifically, we expect all athletic staff to respect our student athletes’ 

personal decisions regarding how to respond to the playing of the national anthem or recitation of the 

pledge prior to any athletic or sporting event.  Coaching students as both athletes and young adults is a 

difficult job.  A critical aspect of this role is to ensure that we promote  an unwavering respect for 

individual differences. 

 

When students peacefully protest during the national pledge or anthem, athletics and school staff must 

create the conditions that allow students to do so without censorship, ridicule, judgement or any form 

of consequence.  Respecting a student’s decision on this issue is only one example of what has to be our 

overriding commitment to ensuring that our students always feel safe in our schools - physically, 

emotionally, intellectually. We know that all of us share that commitment to our students and their 

families.  

 

         When it comes to important issues like this, we believe that our role as educators is to encourage 

students to gather information, have respectful debate and discussion, and ultimately form their own 

opinions.  

 

When students thoughtfully form their own opinions in this way, we need to support them in sharing 

those opinions thoughtfully.  

 

We understand some community members may disagree with students’ method of demonstration, but 

we hope they can see the importance of allowing young people to express their opinions in peaceful 

ways. Unless a student or group of students are disrupting school or athletic programming, we consider 

this freedom of speech and have no further action. We neither promote nor disqualify students when 

they “take a knee.” 

 

The school district does not have a policy on this issue. 

 

Please find linked here some existing statutes and policies related to the pledge and national anthem 

which we continue to follow and support. 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bc9kCroGW_bvhUfM9SkuIQhBmd6w1kprygZc7qNbeA4/edit?usp=sharing

