
Updates will occur weekly on Friday’s with most recent decisions and timelines 

Big 8 conference 3.16.20 

 

3.15.20 6pm 

School is closed until April 6th, do not hold practice, nor encourage students to 

group together, or practice without a coach.  You could voluntarily provide a 

program for individual training or workouts that can be completed individually.  I 

would suggest using Google Classroom or another shared virtual space to do that 

and give student athletes resources when they're potentially not able to come to 

school for an extended period of time. WIAA and Big 8 conference will provide 

additional guidance in the near future as it relates to season regulations, 

scheduling, and statewide impact.  
 

3.13.20 11:30am 

Hello everyone, we have seen an abrupt end to Winter sports and I know there is a lot of uncertainty 

about what is to come.  I will do my best to provide potential plans knowing that they may be changing 

as soon as I send this out.  Luckily as it is the spring season, we at least have something that feels 

familiar.  

 

I often use the mantra that “athletics is a privilege and not a right which gives us an added level of 

responsibility”.  You will see this in some of the information provided below.  Remember that school is a 

right and it serves a large community service beyond the classroom so when we continue to have 

school, we may have the responsibility of making more restrictive decisions related to athletics and 

extra-curriculars.  

 

We continue to get regular updates and guidance from Public Health and communicate with the WIAA 

to make sure we get correct information out as soon as we can.  Please continue to use the MMSD 

website, WIAA website, and this document for updated information and links. 

 

Banquets, Coaches Professional Development opportunities, and open gyms will not occur until further 

notice as they are optional and unnecessary and often bring additional people in contact who would not 

normally be. 

 

When school is open we will continue to practice using social distancing as best we can to provide 

training options.  Any student athlete that opts to stay home or not attend practice will not be met with 

repercussions for missing tryouts, practice, etc.  

 

We will not participate in any contests involving MMSD schools until a determination is made related to 

the most current information.  We currently do not have contests scheduled until April. It is likely that 

we will not resume with scheduled contests or scrimmages prior to 4/20/20.  We will not be assigning 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1k-k11v2sxl_7NMoVdHcY8jXZln8BTsDBhGLQpBtzLVE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.madison.k12.wi.us/coronavirus-covid-19-information-and-updates
https://www.madison.k12.wi.us/coronavirus-covid-19-information-and-updates
https://www.wiaawi.org/


fees to Spring sports at this time until further decisions are made regarding Covid-19 but will roster and 

apply eligibility to the rostered  students. 

 

When school is closed, do not hold practice, nor encourage students to group together, or practice 

without a coach.  You could provide a program for individual training or workouts that can be completed 

individually.  I would suggest using Google Classroom or another shared virtual space to do that and give 

student athletes resources when they're potentially not able to come to school for an extended period 

of time. 

 

Self quarantine for all students, coaches, and volunteers is required for 14 days upon return as indicated 

below from school, practice, in-person meetings, etc 

 

- If coaches or student athletes travel to states with more than 10 confirmed cases or to states 

with community transmission, they will not be allowed to attend school or practice for 14 days 

upon return. Lists of these countries and states continue to be updated (as of 9:30am 3/13 this 

includes Iowa, Illinois, Texas, Florida, Georgia, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York,  Virginia, 

West Virginia, Maryland, Massachusetts, Texas, Colorado, California, Oregon, Washington).  Any 

student, staff member, volunteer or visitor who has traveled to these areas should not be 

allowed into the school, and should contact their health care provider.  Public Health 

recommends a 14-day quarantine upon return from any of these countries or states. 

Extended scheduling considerations are being developed right now for Big 8 events including 

but not limited to reduced schedules and reconfigurations of Big 8 events.   We will address 

WIAA tournament series implications if it gets to that point in the season regarding the number 

of required competitions. 

- We are working on contingency plans to reconfigure scheduling of spring sports if long term 

cancellation occurs using WIAA guidance 

A. In the event scheduled classes are interrupted or terminated due to infectious/communicable disease 

by the school district or by local/county/state health agencies, interscholastic athletic practice and 

competition will be postponed or cancelled. 

1. During the regular season, contests may be postponed and played at a later date in 

accordance with respective season regulations. 

2. In the event scheduled classes are interrupted for an extended period of time: 

a. If practices have been terminated for a period of at least seven days, but less than 14 

days, a school may not resume competition until after three separate days of practice.  

b. If practices have been terminated for a period of 14 days or more, a school may not 

resume competition until after five separate days of practice.  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-in-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-in-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/after-travel-precautions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-in-us.html#reporting-cases
https://www.wiaawi.org/Health/Infectious-Disease


c. The requirement of minimum practice days as described in 1) and 2) above shall apply 

for any interruption or termination of classes, including spring vacations.  

Be well, 

 
Jeremy Schlitz, CAA 
MMSD District Athletic Director 
WADA Past President (2019) 
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