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   Presidents Message 
Dear WADA Members, 
 
I would like to start by saying how honored and humbled I am to have had the opportunity to 
serve as the 2019-20 President of the Wisconsin Athletic Directors Association. My involvement 
with WADA goes back to 1999 when I attended my first WADA workshop and was challenged 
and inspired to "Get Involved."  by WADA Hall of Famer Don Dalton.  Along the way, the 
leadership and the membership of this great organization has been there for me, and I want 
everyone to know how grateful I am to hopefully be able to give back just a little of what you 
have all given to me! 
 

"Lead with Purpose” -  While this message may have different meanings depending on where 
you are, it still underlines the basic premise of what we are charged to do as the gate-keepers of 
what we call Educational Based Athletics. We use the "classroom" of sports to teach life 
changing lessons including dedication, commitment, sacrifice, and teamwork and we do these 
things through the play of practices and competitions within the framework of Interscholastic 
Sport! 
 
Regardless of where your school or district is right now with the pandemic and all of its 
challenges, I want you to know that the WADA is here to help! WADA can provide mentoring for 
both young and veteran AD's and it can also provide professional development (sign up for this 
year's conference below) for you and your coaches to meet the daily challenges we all face as 
school based athletic directors. If you have questions or just need to bounce an idea off of 
another AD, don't hesitate to reach out! My email is tsobrilsky@waukesha.k12.wi.us  but any of 
our board members would be happy to speak with you! 
 
Again, I am deeply humbled to have been your WADA President this past year!  

Be positive . . . stick together . . . LEAD WITH PURPOSE!! 

Todd Sobrilsky, CMAA 

WADA President 

mailto:tsobrilsky@waukesha.k12.wi.us
https://www.gowada.org/page/3026


 

 
 
MEMBERSHIP & CONFERENCE REGISTRATION ITEMS OF INTEREST 
 

PLEASE get your WADA MEMBERSHIP registration done NOW!!  We are less than 3 
weeks away from the conference . . . time is running out to get this done. 

 
WADA Membership & Conference - REGISTRATION LINK 

The cost is $160 this year, which covers your membership to WADA and the NIAAA. For a 
complete list of benefits, please click HERE. 
 

WADA Membership Costs 

● WADA Regular Membership - this membership is for all full time active AD’s, 
Assistant AD’s and Middle/Junior High School AD’s. Fee: $160 

● WADA Associate Membership - this membership is for people associated with High 
School or Middle/Junior High School athletics but not serving as an active AD. This is 
where Administrative Assistants/Secretaries should register.  This is a 
“non-voting” Membership. Fee: $125 

● WADA Retired Membership - this membership is for all inactive Wisconsin AD’s, who 
have retired from athletic administration positions but wish to remain involved in our 
association. Fee: $60 

Your membership includes access to the WADA 54th Annual 
“Virtual” Conference to be held November 8th through the 12th. 

 
We have partnered with ADInsider to be our Virtual Platform provider.  Once you are registered 
for your membership and the conference you will get an email notification (late Oct/early Nov.) 
from ADInsider to schedule your own personalized conference experience.  Here is a link to the 
tentative timeline for the Virtual Conference - emphasis on tentative, LINK of our planned 
events. 
 
 
 
3 FEATURED KEYNOTES AT The WADA 54th ANNUAL CONFERENCE  

 
★ On Sunday afternoon we are fortunate to have the author of the book “LEAD . . . for 

God’s Sake!”, Todd Gongwer, start off our conference. He is a Husband, Father, 
Entrepreneur, former college Coach and aspiring janitor who is passionate about helping 
others discover their purpose in leadership and in life!  

 

https://wada-ar.rschooltoday.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13hRcCofW6uUMik11q4WEu_qdLCRr34jGwOfVk5V0bR0/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15aCCZcy8L1M8RCK5DUBOw3rBppWL-PM-/view
http://leadforgodsake.com/todd-gongwer/
http://leadforgodsake.com/todd-gongwer/


 

I shared his book this past summer with the WADA Board as part our summer work, here is a 
testimonial on it from one of the board members Coaches that they in turn shared it with: 
 
“I purchased 3 of the Lead for God’s Sake books tonight for the rest of my staff. This book answered so many things 
for me. I felt I have done many things right for our team. I know what it is supposed to be. Our culture is built on 
playing hard - love each other - do what we do…all fabulous things. However, I was always struggling to connect 
those dots. I felt sometimes like I was banging my head up against the wall. I did not know how to deliver and help 
out my teams to understand fully. The whole time I totally felt the book looked at me and said: “Here is what you are 
missing. You understand and are close but you are missing some finer points.” Thank you. Thank you. My staff will 
be reading this book before the start of our season!!  You should know between listening and reading books, I will 
have completed close to 20 this year. This book was it. The one that connects!”  
 
More information about Gongwer can be found at this LINK. 
  
★ On Monday morning we are excited to have presenting to us.Tasha Schuh. The race of 

life is riddled with obstacles, challenges, and difficulties. As a quadriplegic, Tasha knows 
this firsthand. When Tasha speaks, she keeps her audience on the edges of their seats 
as she shares her story of having a life-changing accident at the age of 16, and how she 
learned the importance of resilience to create a life that she loves.  

 
Tasha is deeply in tune with today’s adolescents and the issues that they are facing. PATH – an 
acronym for Purpose, Attitude, Team, and Hope – represents the tools Tasha has learned that 
have helped her in her journey and that can help students get through difficult times in their own 
journeys. 
 
In short, Tasha will empower you to build resilience for mental and emotional health. 
 
Here is a special message/invite from Tasha to WADA members, as well as a LINK for more 
information about her and PATH. 
  
★ We finish up our Keynote Line up on Tuesday afternoon with Rob Miller a motivational 

speaker for “Proactive Coaching“. Rob uses his speaking skills and “coaching” 
knowledge to promote the “Proactive Coaching” mission of helping coaches positively 
impact their athlete’s lives. His experience gives him an amazing view at the status of 
modern day coaching and parenting. Rob will be presenting to WADA on the “Impact of 
Trust”. When athletes trust their coaches and when teams trust each other it has a 
tremendous impact on performance. What allows someone to be trusted? How can 
coaches improve the level of individual and team trust? What causes coaches to be 
distrusted and how does that impact performance? When trust is present, teams have a 
much better chance of reaching potential. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xm4PyQMK3Qw#action=share
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZPsWlyXcBa4jE4Wjl19vvZprvNEzY2Cg/view
https://www.tashaschuh.com/
https://www.tashaschuh.com/


 

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 
 
1. DON”T FORGET YOUR SUPPORT PERSON - SECRETARY/ADMIN. ASSISTANT!! 
As you register yourself, please do not forget that we added sessions last year, and will 
continue this year in our virtual format, to offer specific sessions for your Administrative 
Assistants/Secretaries.  They should register as WADA Associate Members to receive access to 
ALL of the learning opportunities being offered in this year's virtual conference format.  
 
2. 54th Annual WADA Conference “DRAFT” VIRTUAL AGENDA, see specific 
planned dates, times, and titles of what is being offered.  (Thank You Brittany - District 5 Rep) 
 
3. Please remember to check out gowada.org for regular updates, resources and the most 
up to the minute information concerning WADA happenings.  
 
Recent additions: 
WADA 54th ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA 
LTI COORDINATOR ASSISTANT JOB POSTING  
October 18, 2020 WADA Board Meeting Minutes 
 
If you would like to share resources or templates we would love to have your submissions, 
please email to Eric Plitzuweit, eplitzuweit@basd.k12.wi.us  
 
4. LTI Class offerings at WADA Convention 2020 
Just a reminder that registrations are due for the online Leadership Training Institute on Friday, 
October 23rd.  The classes we are offering were purposely chosen to assist WI AD’s navigate 
our current COVID reality; please see the descriptions below.  And of course,  all classes will 
count as credits toward CAA and/or CMAA certification as well.  We have a fantastic group of 
instructors for all courses, some of which are on the NIAAA national faculty and original authors 
of the courses!  
We will host an in-state CAA exam as soon as COVID restrictions allow.  However, if you want 
to take it sooner there is an option through the NIAAA to take it at your convenience, online for a 
small fee.  If you have questions on that, please reach out to me gehringm@bdusd.org.  
 
LTI Classes and Times that are being offered: 
Saturday, Nov. 7 @ 4 PM - 503, 630, 705 
Saturday Nov. 14 @ 8 AM - 508, 631, 710A 
LINK to LTI Course Descriptions 
 
The deadline to register is Oct. 23 - YOU MUST Register for these as part of the Conference 
Registration Process.  Cost per course is $80.... 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15aCCZcy8L1M8RCK5DUBOw3rBppWL-PM-/view
https://www.gowada.org/
https://www.gowada.org/sites/gowada.org/files/files/Board/Agenda/WADA%20Annual%20Meeting%20Agenda%20-%20Thursday%20November%2012,%202020%20@%206%20PM%20(1).pdf
https://www.gowada.org/page/3093
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Qm7NXy1yUCVdUEpn23os2lUgQqNBKG5om5KPrnuFHNw/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:eplitzuweit@basd.k12.wi.us
mailto:gehringm@bdusd.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pISVcVowLtcA-8xIH0uRmEu69EgOgSl8WEwOdP0Yz7Y/edit?usp=sharing


 

 
 
 
  
 


