
2023 GOPHER  CONFERENCE BASEBALL  
 

FOR RELEASE on  ………………………….  
The Gopher Conference is proud to announce the 2023 Baseball award winners.  
Team:  
Standings:  

United South Central:   8-2 

NRHEG:     8-2 

Kenyon Wanamingo   7-3 

Randolph    7-3 

Maple River:    6-4 

Hayfield :    5-5 

JWP     4-5 
Triton     3-6 

Blooming Prairie:   3-7 

WEM:      2-8  
Medford:    2-8 
  
    

 

Conference Champion: United South Central Rebels  
Summary: USC went 8-2 during conference play en route to a 15-6 overall record.  The only 
conference losses were the first game of the year to Maple River and the last conference 
game to KW.  USC won 13 consecutive games after starting the season 0-2. USC rode strong 
senior leadership along with a group of first year varsity players that ranged from 7th 
graders on up.  
 

 

2023 Player of the Year:  
Name   Grade  School 

Nick Bushlack  12   United South Central 
 

Summary: Nick wrapped up his stellar career by winning the Conference Player of the Year 
award for the first time.  He was a constant at the top half of the batting order, along with 
starting at SS for three years.  At the plate Nick batted 647 and had an OB of 750%.  He 
smacked out 22 hits which included 7 doubles and 4 triples.  He picked up 15 walks and 
had 18 conference RBI's.  He showed his speed by swiping 20 bases, and flashed the leather 
by having a great fielding percentage of 870%.  Nick will be playing baseball at St Johns in 
Collegeville next Spring.  
 

 

1st Team All-Conference 

Name      Grade  School 

Will Van Epps Jr.  Kenyon Wanamingo 
Andrew Phillips Sr. NRHEG 
Hayden Niebuhr Sr.  Maple River 
Daxter Lee Jr.  NRHEG 
Zale Bushlack Sr. USC 
Brayden Olsen So.  Randolph 
Aidan Nelson Jr.  Hayfield 
Evan Bennerotte Sr.  Randolph 
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2nd Team All-Conference 

Name      Grade  School 

Kelton Erler Sr.  JWP 
Ethan Pack Sr. Hayfield 
Jaedin Johnson Sr. Kenyon-Wanamingo 
Sam Olson Jr. NRHEG 
Taybor Conley Sr. USC 
Tate Hermes Sr.  Medford 
Bronson Freerksen Sr. Triton 
Landon Fox Sr. Maple River 
Carsten Ingvalson Fr. Blooming Prairie  
 

 

3rd Team All-Conference 

Name      Grade  School 

Bryce Piotter Sr. Maple River 
Jack Thoe Jr.  Hayfield 
Ty Melchior Jr. JWP 
Josh Bluhm ?? Medford 
Kolton Rieck Jr. Triton 
Alex Lee Sr. Kenyon-Wanamingo 
Noah Girgen Fr.  Randolph 
Alden Dobberstein ??. NRHEG 
Aiden Crabtree    So.  USC 
 

 

 

Honorable Mention 

Name      Grade  School 

Jesse Cardenas Sr. Blooming Prairie 
Corbin Krueger Jr. Hayfield 
Chase Gerdts Fr. JWP 
Colton Steberg  Jr. Kenyon Wanamingo 
Wyatt Birr So. Maple River 
Weston Janke Sr. Medford 
Jared Lee Fr. NRHEG 
Tayven Geiger Jr Randolph 
Francis Price Sr. Triton 
Kolt Bullerman Fr. United South Central 
Tytan Larson Sr. WEM 
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Sportsmanship Recipients 

Name   Grade  School 

Lucas Schammel Sr. Blooming Prairie 
Kayden Jacobson Sr. Hayfield 
Jaxon Miller So. JWP 
Alex Lee Sr. Kenyon Wanamingo 
Aidan Sindelir Sr. Maple River 
Casey Chambers Sr. Medford 
Ethan Thompson Sr. NRHEG 
Ruben Kriesel Sr. Randolph 
Joiser Ortiz Jr. Triton 
Nathaniel Clore Sr. United South Central 
Tytan Larson Sr. WEM 
 
 

Sportsmanship winners were a member of the varsity roster during the season or at the 

end of the regular season,  they did  not have to be on postseason roster.  They are someone 

who exemplified good sportsmanship qualities. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL AWARD WINNERS!!!! 


