
GLOBAL ACADEMY  
ADMISSIONS 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

1. How many students have applied to get into Global Academy for the 2021-2022 school 
year? 
 
There are over 900 students waiting to be admitted to Global Academy. 

 
2. How many spaces are available at Global Academy for the 2021-2022 school year? 

 
Each year Global Academy admits 48 kindergarteners to the school.  Preference is given to 
brothers and sisters of our current students and children of staff members.   Usually about 
30-35 of those 48 spaces will be filled by siblings of current students or staff children.  The 
other spaces will be chosen by lottery. 
 
In order to accept a student in a grade other than kindergarten, a student needs to leave the 
school to create an opening for a new student.  Very few students choose to leave Global 
Academy each year.  As a result, we do not have many new students in grades 1-8.   In a 
typical year, we only admit 15-20 new students in grades 1-8. Those students are typically 
siblings of kindergarteners who got accepted through the lottery. 

 
3. Why does Global Academy use a lottery to fill open spaces at the school? 
 

Minnesota law  (Minnesota Statute 123.11) requires that charter schools use a lottery to fill 
open spaces.  The school does not have a choice about whether or not to use a lottery.    
 

4. How does the lottery work? 
 
Siblings of current students and children of staff members get first preference if an opening 
for a new student occurs.  If there are more siblings or staff children than the number of 
spaces, names are chosen at random from those applications. 
 
If there are no sibling or staff children, names for open spaces are chosen at random from the 
applicant pool for that grade level. 
 
Each February, the lottery for known spaces for the following year is held.  After that initial 
lottery, a new lottery is held each time a space opens during the school year.  All students 
with an application form on file will be considered for each lottery as they occur throughout 
the year. 
 

5. How come my child has been on the waiting list for many years? 
 
In some grade levels, there have been no vacancies for years (i.e. the students in that grade 
have stayed at the school).   If there has been a vacancy in a grade level, the space usually 
will be filled by a sibling who is related to a new kindergarten student.  Students are not 
admitted to the school in the order in which they apply – they can only be accepted through 
the lottery process that gives preference to siblings and staff children.   
 

6. Are there any special circumstances that would help to get my child into the school? 
The only special circumstances that allow us to give preference are for siblings of current 
students or staff children.    
 
We are NOT able to give preference to students for ANY other reason including those listed 
below: 



• Being a cousin or relative (other than a sibling) of a Global  
           Academy student 
• Living close to the school 
• Living in the same building as a Global Academy student 
• Medical or family hardships 
• Leaving the school or moving away and returning 
• Making a financial contribution to the school 
• Being friends with a Global Academy student or family 
• The length of time your child has been in the applicant pool 
• Being friends or knowing a Global Academy school board member    
           or staff member 

 
7. Can I help my child get into the school if I come to the school and talk to the    

administration (director)? 
 
No, this will not help your child.  The director can only admit students through the legal 
process of a lottery.  Speaking to the director will not help your child get into Global Academy.   
With so many students on the wait list, the director simply does not have time to talk to all 
families whose students do not get a space. 

 
8.   What if only one of my children gets a space in the school?  What should I do? 

 
Because we have very few openings each year, it is unlikely that all the children in one family 
will get spaces at the same time.  If any of your children get a space at the school, we 
suggest you send that child.  Your other children will then get sibling preference and have a 
better chance of getting an open space when available.  We know it is hard to separate 
children between schools but this is the best strategy to eventually get all of your children into 
the school.  We cannot hold a space for one child in a family while waiting for a space for 
other children to occur. 
 

9. Is it important for me to show that my child is a good student in order to get into 
Global Academy? 
 
Global Academy is a public school that accepts students regardless of their ability level.  Your 
child’s academic standing is not a factor that can be legally considered when the school 
makes admissions decisions.   The school will only ask to see your child’s academic record 
AFTER they have gotten a space and have enrolled at the school. 
 

10.  Why don’t you take kindergarteners who are younger than 5 on September 1st? 
 
We typically have more students applying who are 5 than we have spaces in kindergarten.  
We have to draw the line at some date and the state of Minnesota has set September 1st as 
that date. Students who are younger than 5 who start kindergarten are often not emotionally 
or academically ready for a full day kindergarten program with a heavy academy emphasis. 

 


