
Community Members of Glenville and Emmons, 

At the February 2023 school board meeting, we took the next big step regarding our proposed building project.  As you 

may know, a group consisting of community volunteers was assembled last spring to assist in determining what should 

happen with our facilities.  Last August this group recommended to the board that we move forward with exploring two 

facility related options:  Repair our current facilities or build a new school.  After several months of gathering information, 

the same group brought another recommendation to the board on Tuesday, February 21, 2023.  Based on the estimated 

costs of repairing our current buildings, the committee recommended that the board move forward with the plan of 

building a brand new school for the Glenville-Emmons School District.  The board accepted and approved this 

recommendation. 

So what happens now?  We have five months to continue putting details together so we can have a ballot question on 

August 8, 2023.  This timeline may seem aggressive to some, but we have been working on details for this project since 

Spring of 2022.   Some have even stated the true ground work for such a project began in 2016 when the first discussions 

involving doing something with our facilities really began.   In addition, our confidence has been bolstered based on 

positive feedback from our community group indicating we cannot wait any longer.   

Listed below are some of the timeline targets we have: 

March – April:  Taskforce and Community Engagement Meetings 

April:  School Board Workshops 

End of April – May:  Referendum Planning 

May 12, 2023:  MDE Review and Comment filing deadline 

May 26, 2023: Resolution calling for election filing deadline 

End of May – July:  Referendum Information Campaign 

August 8, 2023: Referendum Election 

As discussed at the board meeting, we consider this the true beginning of our campaign to build a new PK-12 building for 

the students and community members of Glenville-Emmons Public School.  This is both a scary and exciting proposition 

but, based on the information we have received, now is the time to take this step.  There will be meetings throughout the 

next five months as well as a lot of important information that will be sent out.  One of our struggles is making sure 

everyone who will be voting has the correct information.  Regardless of how you may feel about this project, it is important 

to us that everyone gets the full and correct details as misinformation creates mistrust.  We ask that you have discussions 

with friends, family members and other community members so if there are questions everyone will know where and how 

to find the correct answers.  Letters such as this, presentations, timelines and all other communications will be posted on 

the school’s website and Facebook page.  We will also be mailing out information to the community.  If you have other 

ideas as to how we can reach more voters, please let us know. 

This is a daunting task for all of us to undertake.  But to know we have an opportunity to set the communities of Glenville 

and Emmons up with a school facility that will be around for many, many years is also incredibly exciting.  I look forward 

to working with you over the next five months to bring this vision to reality. 

Respectfully, 

Brian Shanks 
Brian Shanks 

Superintendent 

Glenville-Emmons Public School 

shanksb@geschools.com  
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