
 

August 4 -   6-9th grade class meetings 
 

August 5 -  10-12th grade class meetings 
 

August 17 -  Teacher in-service 
 

August 18 -  Teacher in-service 
 

August 19 -  First day of school!  2:30 dismissal 
 

September 4 -  2:30 dismissal 
 

September 7 -  No school  
      Coronation 
 

September 16 -  1:30 dismissal, teacher in-service       
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SUPERINTENDENT—HEATH LARSON 605.489.2411    SECONDARY PRINCIPAL — JULIE EPPARD  605.489.2411 
ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL — JOANN ALVERSON 605.489.2412    BUSINESS MANAGER — KRISTI LEWIS 605.489.2411 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION –LEON GERRY, KIM HANSEN, JODI HASS, TODD NELSON, JANET PARK, DEANNA REIFF, DARIN SEELEY 

We’ll keep one foot in the past as  

we take our next step into the future. 

August & September 2020 



Welcome to the 2020-21 school year!   
 

We have had a busy, challenging, and unique summer at school preparing for 

the coming year following an unprecedented spring.  The office staff, technolo-

gy department, and custodial crew have done a great job preparing for the start 

of school.  Please share a kind word with them for their efforts.   

 

The last ten weeks of school created change for everyone.  I was proud of the way our students, 

staff, and families responded.  We are now facing an even more challenging time as we work to 

move forward as safely as possible with all factors considered knowing that our students need 

to be in the school building.   

 

Welcome to the new staff joining our team: 

 JoAnn Alverson (Elementary Principal) 

 Kirsten DeLay (MS/HS Sped Para) 

 Brittney Hohenstein (Occupational Therapist) 

 Mackenzie Schultz (Elementary Sped Teacher) 

 

In addition to our regular maintenance items, we completed several additional upgrades:  

 New laptops for high school students 

 New carpet 

 HVAC upgrades 

 New landscaping walls (athletic complex) 

 New roof on the elementary addition 

 

 We will look to continue building on the Flyer 5 district-wide character initiative during this 

school year.  Each student and staff member will receive a new t-shirt. 

 

   Be Respectful 

  Be Enthusiastic 

  Be A Worker 

  Be Kind 

  Expect Excellence 

 

The 2020-21 school year will look and feel different than what we are accustomed to at school.  

This will not be simple or easy.  With everyone working together, we will all make this a great 

year!   

 

Heath Larson, Superintendent 



Dear Parents/guardians and students, 
 

Welcome to another year at Chester Area School. We know that this school year 

will look a little different from the past; however, the excitement and passion for 

teaching students has never been greater! Through the ups and downs we will 

strive to reach our goal which is to promote a culture of excellence for all stu-

dents.  

 

One thing new this year is that we are doing ALL back-to-school paperwork on-line. Parents/

guardians will be sent a link to fill out for each child. We also highly encourage payments for 

lunch, band rental, laptop/chrome book rental and etc. to all be done on-line.  

 

Throughout the school year, there will be variety of activities and events. Please check the school 

website for the latest for times and dates or download the rSchool app. If you have not signed up 

for parent portal to check your son/daughter’s grades or you can’t remember user name or pass-

word please contact Jami Wolf at Jami.Wolf@K12.SD.US.  

 

I want to thank you all for your support and understanding as we dealt with the COVID-19 situa-

tion last spring and continue to work through it for the upcoming school year. I am proud of the 

way our staff, parents, and community have come together for our students. Our strength comes 

from knowing that we are all on the same team and that we will get through this together.  

 

I’m looking forward to another year. I know with the combination of staff, parents, administration, 

and most importantly students we will have another successful year. If you have any questions or 

concerns please feel free to contact me at 489-2411 or at Julie.Eppard@K12.SD.US. Let’s have a 

great year and see you all on Wednesday, August 19th (2:30 dismissal). Go Flyers!  

 

Kids First, 
 

Julie Eppard 
 

 

mailto:Jami.Wolf@K12.SD.US
mailto:Julie.Eppard@K12.SD.US


Dear Chester Area Elementary Families, 

 

I want to start by taking this opportunity to share my excitement in re-

turning to the Chester Area School district as I assume the role of Ele-

mentary Principal. As a Chester Area alumna and lifelong Chester Area 

resident, this is truly a full-circle moment for me. As I begin this year, I 

am committed to continuing the great work and high expectations set forth by our dedi-

cated staff.  

 

I am not the only new face in the elementary building. We are pleased to also welcome 

Mackenzie Schultz as our elementary special education teacher and JH volleyball coach. 

I know Mackenzie will be a great fit for our staff. 

 

The first day of school is Wednesday, August 19th, 2020. School starts at 8:30 am and 

will dismiss at 2:30. Due to the current COVID pandemic, we will not be hosting an 

Open House before the start of school. Your child’s teacher will be emailing you to share 

more information on what options are being explored to create a connection with your 

family prior to August 19th. Also, many handouts that would have been given out during 

our elementary open house will be coming up this first week of school, so please be on 

the lookout for that information.  

 

As an alum of this district, I can speak first hand to the vast opportunities our students 

have been and are provided. My Flyer Pride runs deep, and I am eager to be a part of in-

stilling that pride in the students I now serve. I look forward to getting to know you as 

we work together to create a strong, safe, and productive learning environment for our 

children. 

 

JoAnn Alverson 

Elementary Principal 

605-489-2412 

JoAnn Alverson@k12.sd.us 

 

 





I am Mackenzie Schultz and am from Emery, SD. I attended Dakota State 

University in Madison, SD. I graduated with a bachelor’s degree in Elementary/Special 

Education. I then completed my master’s degree in educational technology. For the past 

two years I have been teaching special education for the Tea Area School District. I am 

very excited for my future here at Chester Area and am thankful to get back into a small 

school and community.  

My name is JoAnn Alverson and I’m excited to be returning in the fall of 

2020 to the Chester Area School District as the Elementary Principal. I graduated from 

Chester in 1991 and attended Dakota State University majoring in Biology and Chemistry 

for education. I started my teaching career in the Rutland School District. I also worked in 

the Oldham-Ramona and Baltic School districts. Most recently I worked in the Pipestone 

Area School district as an Instructional Coach. I received my masters in Teaching, Lead-

ing, and Learning from SMSU in 2011 and completed my Specialist degree in Administra-

tion in 2019.  

I am a lifelong Chester resident along with my husband John, where we raised our daugh-

ters Mackenzie and Aleesha. Mackenzie currently resides in Overland Park, Kansas where 

she works as a kindergarten teacher.  Aleesha will be starting physical therapy school at 

USD in July.  







Graduates of 2015, you may stop in the office and pick up your cumulative file.  

Files not picked up by September 1st will be destroyed.  

Annual Asbestos Notification 
 

To: Parents, Staff and Students of the Chester School District    
 
From: Designated Person Dan Duenwald  
 
Date: August 2020 
 
In compliance with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Asbestos Emergency Re-
sponse Act (AHERA) in the summer of 1998, we preformed inspections of our school buildings 
for asbestos containing building materials (ACBM) The inspection findings and asbestos man-
agement plan have been on file in the school administration office since that time. 
 
The EPA requires us to perform re-inspections of the ACBM every three years and six month 
surveillances each year for any change in condition of the ACBM.  An accredited management 
planner reviewed the results of the re-inspections and recommended actions we should take to 
safely manage the ACBM in our buildings. 
 
The ACBM in this school is in good condition and we will continue to manage them in place as 
recommended by the accredited management planner. We plan on taking whatever steps are 
necessary to ensure your children and our employees have a healthy and safe environment to 
learn and work in.   
 
The results of the most recent inspect preformed March 2020 are on file in the school admin-
istration office. Everyone is welcome to view these anytime during normal school hours 
(Monday through Friday 8:00am-4:30pm). The Asbestos Designated Person Dan Duenwald, is 
available to answer any questions you may have about ACBM in our school at 605-233-0010 

Nacel Open Door is seeking host families for International Students attending  

Chester High School for the 2020-2021 school year. Host families provide room/

board and meals with the family.  The student has medical insurance and spending 

money for all other expenses.  There are 33 countries to choose from. Please contact 

Julienne Antes at 507-304-2143 for more information and to choose a student. 



Athletes participating in a high school sport must complete a physical before starting practice.  

Forms are available in the front office or online at www.sdhsaa.com  

  Breakfast       Lunch 
  K-12    $1.95    PK-8  $2.70 
  Reduced    $.30    9-12  $2.85 
  Extra Milk $.35    Reduced $ .40 
  Adult  $2.25    Extra Milk $ .35 
        Extra Meal $1.00 
        Bun  $.40 
        Adult  $3.85 
 

**Please send lunch money with your child on the first day school.   
           

**Just a reminder, if you have a student in grades PK-5 you will need to 
add $.35 a day, if they choose to drink an afternoon milk. 

Season passes will be offered this year for students, adults, families and senior citizens.  
You can purchase your passes online or in the high school office.  

 
Passes are required or gate admission will be charged. 

 

Senior Citizens Lifetime Pass (65 & over) ~ FREE  Students Grade 6-12 ~ $30.00 
 

Family Athletic Pass ~ $100.00    Students Grade 1-5 ~$20.00 
 

Adult Athletic Pass ~ $60.00 
 

Cost per game:  
Adult ~ $5.00 and Student ~ $3.00 (1st—12th grade) 
Double Header:  Adult ~ $6.00 and Student ~ $4.00  

 

 





























FALL SPORTS  
IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 
**Reminder that ALL athletes MUST have their yearly  

physical prior to the first day of practice. ** 
 

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL (9th-12th) 
First day of practice: Thursday, August 6th 8:00 a.m. 

First Game: Friday, August 21st @ Canistota/Freeman 7:00 p.m. 

Parents’ Night: Friday, September 11th 

Head Coach: Mr. Prorok 

Assistant Coaches: Mr. Gale & Mr. Benson, Mr. Mersch 
 

JUNIOR HIGH FOOTBALL (7th & 8th) 
First day of practice: Monday, August 10th 3:00 p.m. 

First Game: Monday, August 24th @ Canistota/Freeman 4:00 p.m. 

Head Coach: Mr. DeRynck 
 

HIGH SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL (9th-12th) 

First day of practice: Thursday, August 13th 9:00 a.m. 

First Match: Tuesday, August 25th (H) Flandreau 6:00 p.m. 

Parents’ Night: Thursday, August 27th 

Head Coach: Ms. Benson 

Assistant Coach: Mr. Fods  
 

JUNIOR HIGH VOLLEYBALL (7th & 8th) 

First day of practice: Wednesday, August 19th 

First Match: Tuesday, August 25th (H) Flandreau 3:30 p.m. 

Head Coach: Ms. Schultz 
 

HIGH SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY (7th-12th) 

First day of practice: Thursday, August 13th 7:30 a.m. 

First Meet: Saturday, September 5th @ Deubrook 

Parents’ Night: Thursday, August 27th  

Head Coach: Mrs. Eppard 

 
 

 







SCHOOL CLOSING BECAUSE OF  INCLEMENT WEATHER 
 

 

Telephone Broadcast Service 
 

Local radio and television stations will be contacted. 
 

If there is no announcement, it automatically  
means school will be in session. 

Chester Area School    No. 39-1 
PO Box 159 
Chester   SD  57016-0159 
 
Address Service Requested 
 

ATTENTION 
The safety of our students, 
staff, and bus drivers is our 

number one concern. Please be 
advised that students will not 

be counted absent or tardy due 
to bad weather. 

 

www.chester.k12.sd.us 


