
 

August 8-    6-12th grade class meetings 
 

August 15-  Teacher in-service 
  Elementary Open House 5:30-6:30 
 

August 16 - Teacher in-service 
   
 

August 17 -  First day of school!  2:30 dismissal 
 

September 1-  No School 
 

September 4 -  No school  
 

September 15-  1:30 dismissal, Teacher in-service  
 
September 18– Coronation 7:00 
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SUPERINTENDENT—HEATH LARSON 605.489.2411    SECONDARY PRINCIPAL — JULIE EPPARD  605.489.2411 
ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL — JOANN ALVERSON 605.489.2412    BUSINESS MANAGER — KRISTI LEWIS 605.489.2411 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION – KEITH ALVERSON, BRETT BAUMAN, HEIDI BENSON, ANN FRANKENHOFF, LEON GERRY, KIM HANSEN, DARIN SEELEY 

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2023 

Welcome 



Dear Chester Area School Families, 

In the blink of an eye, the 2023-24 school year will be here. We are 
excited to get started! 

We had an excellent school year in 2022-23 even though the winter 
was long for everyone due to the weather we endured. Congratulations 
to the Flyer teams on finishing the year in fabulous fashion winning 

the Class B Girls State Golf championship and Class B Girls State Track & Field 
Runner-up. 

Please take a moment to share a kind word with our office staff, technology 
department, and custodial crew who have done a great job preparing all summer for 
the return of our students and staff. In addition, many of our teachers are involved in 
curriculum planning and professional development over the summer. 

Welcome to the new staff joining our team and both listed below previously worked 
in our school, therefore, it’s Welcome Back! 

 Julie Wynja, Speech/Language Pathologist & Sped Director 

 Andrew Jensen, Ag/FFA 

In addition to our regular maintenance and cleaning items, we completed several 
updates: 

 HS bathroom, Band, Choir, and that area hallway: New LED lighting, grid, & tile 

 HVAC control system 

 Libraries: Thank you to Mrs. Boldt and Mrs. Gerry! 

 Exterior sign panel updates 

 Trophy case add-ons 

We will look to continue building on the Flyer 5 district-wide character initiative 
during this school year. 

· Be Respectful 

· Be Enthusiastic 

· Be A Worker 

· Be Kind 

· Expect Excellence 

Our school has many wonderful things happening and we look forward to the 
upcoming year. Working together, we will make the 2023-24 school year awesome! 

Heath Larson, Superintendent 



Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Welcome back to school! I hope you all had an enjoyable summer. The Chester 
School staff have been working hard for another year of high-quality, positive 
education for all students. We all are excited and eager to get your sons and 
daughters back into the building for a memorable school year. 

Class meetings will be on Tuesday, August 8th for students to get class schedules, lockers, and 
laptop/chrome books (as long as paperwork has been completed along with payment). If your 
child can’t make the class meetings they can come in another time; please make arrangements 
with Mrs. Eppard. 

 

Throughout the school year, there will be various activities and events. To stay informed, go to 
the Chester Area School website, Chester Area Facebook Page, email, or download the rSchool 
app. All of these resources will give the latest dates, times, and cancelations of events/activities. 
Another valuable resource for parents/guardians is the parent portal (used to check students’ 
grades). If you have not signed up for the parent portal or you can’t remember the username or 
password please let me know. 

As part of the middle school and high school day, we will continue the use of MS Help time (2:11
-2:30) and 9th hour(2:57-3:27). This is a time for students to get extra help from staff, makeup 
or redo work, or whatever else a student is in need of. Students should not schedule work or 
other appointments during the 9th hour/ms help time as this is part of the academic day. 

Attending school regularly is essential to students gaining the academic, social, and emotional 
skills they need to thrive. We need your help to ensure that we are providing your child with the 
best possible education, and in order to do that we need them in school on a regular basis. If 
your child is absent or going to be absent, please let the main office know (either email/phone 
call). 

Once again, most of the back-to-school paperwork is online. Parents/guardians will be sent a 
link for online forms. There will be hard copies that parents/guardians will need to fill out for 
each child for laptop/chrome books (payments for these may still be done online). We also 
would encourage payments for lunch, band rental, laptop/chrome book rental, etc. to all be 
done online. 

I would like to encourage you all to read the information and resources that are in this newslet-
ter about the upcoming school year. I look forward to seeing students on August 17th (2:30 pm 
dismissal). As I have stated before, it is an honor and privilege to continue to serve as the Ches-
ter Area middle/high school principal. Together, I know we will make this school year one of 
student growth and achievement. As always, if you have any questions or concerns please feel 
free to contact me at 489-2411 or at Julie.Eppard@K12.SD.US. Let’s have a great year! Go Flyers! 

Kids First, 

Julie Eppard 

 

    8-9:30am    6th grade 

    9-9:30am    7th grade 

    9:30-10am   8th grade 

 

    10-10:30am    Freshmen 

    10:30-11am    Sophomore 

 

 

      11-11:30 am   Junior 

      11:30-12pm  Senior 



 

And just like that, we are gearing up for our new school year and welcoming 
back our students on August 17th! We have spent a great deal of time over the 
summer getting things ready for the return of our students. Most notable will 
be the changes in the library. Mrs. Gerry has revamped the entire library! She 
has been busy adding new books and reading corners for the students to enjoy 
during their library times. We also have incorporated a new library 

management system. There are a lot of components to this program that we are anxious to 
explore! Our teachers and support staff have also been preparing for the upcoming year 
during these summer months. Everyone plays an integral part in making this space the 
warm and welcoming environment it is. This hard work is greatly appreciated!  
 
We are happy to be welcoming back Julie Wynja as our Speech-Language Pathologist. She 
has worked in our district in the past as our SpEd Director and is very excited to be a part of 
our team again. Shelly Shaw will be working at Gracevale Colony as our K-3 teacher and we 
have added Ben Schoeberl at Rustic Acres as our 5-8 teacher. We are also fortunate to host 
student teachers in our  4th and 5th-grade classrooms throughout the year. The partnership 
we have with our area universities helps in the building of our future educators. This is an 
important and mutually beneficial relationship.  
 
Our open house will be held on Tuesday, August 15th, from 5:30-6:30 pm. Please note the 
date change as this is not the evening before school starts. This is a time to bring in your 
child's supplies and meet the classroom teachers. We will collect the iPad agreement form 
and payments and hand out additional information for the upcoming school year.   
 
The major "fundraiser" we utilize in elementary school is working concessions during home 
activities. The money we earn from working at these events covers field trip expenses and 
our rewards handed out during our Flyer Day Programs. We are signed up to cover 
concessions on October 10th, December 19th, and January 30th. I will be sending out emails 
asking for help as these dates approach. Thank you in advance for helping with this.   
 
Finally, remember that communication is vital to the success of our students. We work 
hard to communicate information regularly. I am always and only a phone call, email, text 
message, or simply 1 mile away! Please reach out anytime. Thank you for sharing your child 
with us during their educational journey.   
 
 
 
JoAnn Alverson,   
Chester Area Elementary Principal  
 



My name is Julie Wynja and this year I will joining the Chester Area schools as the dis-

trict's speech and language therapist and special education director. I have spent over 20 

years providing speech/language services to students in schools. In more recent years, I 

took on administrative roles as special education director and elementary principal. I am 

super excited to be back in the speech room and supporting students and their commu-

nication skills. My husband Kevin and I live west of Dell Rapids. We have two kids. Our son 

Carter lives and works in Mankato, MN and our daughter Claire is a senior at Dell Rapids 

High School.   

Hi everyone! 

I am excited to be back in Flyer Country as the Agricultural Educator and FFA Advisor! I 

think this might be our best year yet.  Prior to this year, I taught in Sioux Falls at the CTE 

Academy, and here in Chester.  

In my spare time I farm with my dad near Wakonda, where we raise show pigs- tam-

worth, hereford, chesters, and berkshires.  I’m a huge Jackrabbit athletics fan and enjoy 

traveling, concerts, and of course taking naps.   

Please let me know if you have any questions 

See you soon, Flyers.  

Mr. Jensen  

/ 

/ 









Athletes participating in a middle school or high school sport 

must complete a physical before starting practice.  Forms are 

available in the front office or online at www.sdhsaa.com  

GO FLYERS 
 
 

You can purchase your passes online or in the high school office.  
 

Passes are required or gate admission will be charged. 
 

 Students Grade 1-6 ~$20.00    Students Grade 6-12 ~ $30.00 
 Family Athletic Pass ~ $100.00             Adult Athletic Pass ~ $60.00  
 Senior Citizens Lifetime Pass (65 & over Chester Residents) ~ FREE 
 

Cost per game:  
Adult ~ $5.00 and Student ~ $3.00 (1st—12th grade) 
Double Header:  Adult ~ $6.00 and Student ~ $4.00  

      Breakfast         Lunch 

K-12    $2.05     PK-5   $2.80 

Reduced    $ .30      6-12   $2.95 

Extra Milk $ .45      Reduced  $  .40 

Extra Juice $ .45             Extra Milk  $  .45    

Adult  $2.35     Extra Meal  $1.50  

        Bun   $ .60  

                                     Adult  $4.85 
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Fall Sports Important Information 
**Reminder that ALL athletes MUST have their yearly  physical prior to the first day of practice. **  

 

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL (9th-12th) 
 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL FOOTBALL (7th & 8th) 

 
HIGH SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL (9th-12th) 

 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL  
 

 

 
HIGH SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY (7th-12th) 
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Booster Club Membership Drive 

 



Dear Chester Booster Members and Booster Businesses: 

Why join the Chester Area Booster Club? This great organization has been involved in many projects 
throughout its lifetime. Involvement goes way beyond what the members usually see. The Chester Area 
Booster are responsible for the extra efforts put into our youth and high school extra-curricular and other 
needs in our school. The Booster Club takes great pride in recognizing all students in all activities.  
 
The Booster’s sponsor Parents Night to give recognition to both the parents and athletes to thank them for 
their commitment and hard work they put into their season. The Booster Club will also give to students, 
coaches, and advisors that make any state competitions  
 
The most important event sponsored each year is the Chester Area School Athletic Awards Banquet. This is 
the Booster Club’s opportunity to recognize athletes and coaches at all levels for their commitment and 
dedication. It is also an event that shows the Booster’ pride in the performances of all students at Chester 
Area School.  
 
The Booster Club is able to help fund the Chester Area Activities with the funds raised by sponsoring events 
such as serving concession stand, hosting a Booster Track Meet, selling ads, and membership dues. The 
Chester Booster Club becomes more important each year as the school budget becomes tighter and our 
equipment needs to be replaced. We are encouraging members to attend the events so we can get input 
and ideas. Your input and ideas are very important can help us to be a supportive club to our school and 
students. Any support is needed and welcomed.  
 
It is now time to think about renewing for the 2023-2024 school year. The cost for each membership is as 
follows; Diamond-$1,000, Platinum-$500, Gold-$100, Silver-$50, and Family-$40. Each member or business 
will be listed on all home sporting event programs under their corresponding donation level. Diamond, 
Platinum and Gold membership will also be featured on our score board scrolling marquee . 
   
We would like to thank you again for helping our Students, Advisors and Coaches.  Your support is a great 
help in maintaining programs at Chester.  Please consider joining for the 2023-2024 school year. If you have 
any question, please feel free to contact Nancy Roberts at 605-480-2171. 
 
Thank you for your support.  
 
Sincerely, 
Nancy Roberts & Katti Geraets 
  
 

Chester Booster Club Board Members  
PO Box 252 
Chester, S.D.  57016 
 
 
Important dates: 
Friday, August 25

th   
- Burger Kick-Off night 5:00-7:30  

 -Parents’ Night for Football  
 

Thursday, September 16
th
- Parents’ Night for Volleyball and Cross Country 

 

Chester FLyer Booster club 



Healthier 
 

just got 

 
United States Department of Agriculture 

 

 

■ School meals matter! The school day 
just got healthier thanks to new school 
breakfast and lunch meal standards. 
Encourage your child to check out these 
new meals and find their favorites. 

 
■ The new school meals focus on more 

whole grains, fruits, and vegetables; 
low-fat or non-fat milk; and less sodium 
and fat. 

 
■ Teachers will tell you that well- 

nourished kids are ready to learn and 
do better in class. When we give kids 
plenty of healthy food choices and regular 
physical activity at school, they learn 
healthier habits for life. 

 
■ Nutritious meals and snacks will help 

kids stay healthy, reducing their risk for 
obesity, diabetes, high blood pressure, and 
other serious chronic diseases. 

 
■ School meals are “rightsized.” Based 

on their age, students are getting the right 
portions and now they will be getting more 
of some foods like fruits and vegetables. 

 
■ You have the power to encourage your 

children to build a healthy plate at 
school and home. Review the school 
menu with your kids and encourage them 
to try new foods, especially the healthy 
foods offered. 

 
■ Your child picks up all of your attitudes 

and behaviors – including your eating 
habits. Since kids love to copy what their 
parents do, they are likely to mimic your 

willingness to try new foods

■ Kids need to try new foods many times 
before they like them! Here are some helpful 
tips to take an active role in school meals and 
encourage your children to eat healthy foods: 

 
● Make time to join your child(ren) for lunch 

in the school cafeteria. 

 
● When your child gets home from 

school, ask what was served and what 
(s)he ate for lunch. 

 
● Eat meals with your child(ren) 

whenever possible. Let your child see 
you enjoying fruits, vegetables, and whole 
grains at meals and snacks. 

 
● Grocery shopping can teach your 

children about food and nutrition. Help 
your children make healthy choices. 

 
● Discuss where vegetables, fruits and 

grains, dairy and protein foods come from 
with your child. 

 
● Share the adventure and serve new 

foods offered in the school cafeteria at 
home. 

 
■ The School Day Just Got Healthier! Together 

we can make a difference and help our kids 
develop healthy habits for life. 

 
www.fns.usda.gov/healthierschoolday

 



À la carte  
A selection of À la carte items and meal options are available for students.  These foods are offered in addition to 
the complete school breakfast and lunch and are charged separately from the breakfast and lunch price. Students 
who bring their lunch from home are allowed to purchase À la carte items. 
 
Parents, please discuss with your child if you will allow them to take the À la carte items during breakfast and 
lunch.  This is a family decision on whether to allow À la carte . 
 

Students must have a positive balance in their meal account to purchase a’la carte items. 
 

À la carte items are analyzed for calories, total fat, saturated fat, trans fat, sodium, sugar and portion size. 
See Smart Snacks in School for more information about the Smart Snacks Rule and à la carte foods nutritional 
regulations set by USDA.                        

 Lunch Breakfast  

Juice $ .45  Milk $ .45         2nd Entrée* $1.50 

Milk  $ .45  Homemade bun with  options 
peanut butter, jelly, butter 

$ .60         Garden Bar Only $1.00 

   Shaker Salads (High School on-
ly) 

$2.00     * 2nd Entrée available most days 
    

Smart Snack Vending Machine 
In addition to the regular meal service, a smart snack vending machine is available for students.  Students 
must have their own money to purchase items from the vending machine. 

School Breakfast and Lunch Facts 
Chester Area is part of the Dakota 11 Group, which includes the following schools: Arlington, Chester Area,  

Colman-Egan, Deubrook, Deuel, Howard, Lake Preston, Montrose, Oldham-Ramona-Rutland,  Platte-Geddes and 
Sioux Valley.  This group allows our schools to work cooperatively in providing quality meals for our students.  The 
group coordinates with the Brandon Valley School District in providing a registered dietician, menu planning, 
purchasing and training opportunities for our staff. 
 

School meals are healthy. To receive USDA federal reimbursements for each meal they serve, school meal programs 
must offer “reimbursable” meals that meet strict federal nutrition standards, aligned with the Dietary Guidelines for 
Americans. These standards, also referred to as “the meal pattern,” require schools to offer students the right 
balance of fruits, vegetables, low-fat or fat-free milk, whole grains and lean protein.  This program makes school 
meals affordable for families.  Students have two choices at lunch each day.  They can choose the hot main entrée or 
select an Uncrustable (peanut butter and jelly sandwich) meal. 
 

Chester Area School remains committed to providing healthy and affordable school meals for all. School meals are  
there to get students through the academic school day.  If you child participates in after school activities, please send 
an after school snack for them. Parents are encouraged to join their child for lunch, just  call ahead and let us know 
you will be eating. 

Students can return for unlimited  

Garden Bar, at no additional charge with the 
purchase of a lunch. 

https://www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/tools-schools-focusing-smart-snacks


Offer vs. Serve 
With breakfast and lunch, students must take a fruit or a vegetable 
to make a complete USDA required meal.  Please keep in mind most 

Students must choose 

3 or 4 items to make 

a reimbursable 

breakfast 

Lunch Breakfast 
Students must take 3 

4, or 5 components to 

make a reimbursable 

lunch 

Grain 

Must take ONE OR TWO grain 
items (depending on size of 
item) 
Fruit* 

May take up to TWO half-cup 
fruit choices (MUST take a least 
one) 
Milk 

May take a cup of milk (8 oz) 
* Must take at least 1 serving of 
fruit (or vegetable when      
offered) 

Grain 

May take ONE 2 oz. grain item 
(most entrees are 2 oz.) 
Protein 

May take up ONE 2 oz. protein 
item (most entress are 2 oz.) 
Fruit* 

May take up to TWO half-cup fruit  
Vegetable* 

May take up to TWO half-cup 
choices  
Milk 

May take a cup of milk (8 oz.) 
* Must take at least 1 serving of 
fruit or vegetable  





















SCHOOL CLOSING BECAUSE OF  INCLEMENT WEATHER 
 

 

Telephone Broadcast Service 
 

Local radio and television stations will be contacted. 
 

If there is no announcement, it automatically  
means school will be in session. 

Chester Area School    No. 39-1 
PO Box 159 
Chester   SD  57016-0159 
 
Address Service Requested 
 

ATTENTION 
The safety of our students, 
staff, and bus drivers is our 

number one concern. Please be 
advised that students will not 

be counted absent or tardy due 
to bad weather. 

 

www.chester.k12.sd.us 


